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reform of such general interest to Hungary could 
be carried into effect.

This undeniable fact has been established by 
an English journalist of absolutely impartial feel
ings who was entirely disinterested in the matter. 
To those who are familiar with the objective love 
of truth of the English people his opinion cannot 
be a matter of indifference. There can be no doubt 
that the name of Szechenyi had a perfect right to 
figure on that Tablet on the Lower Danube; surely 
a very modest tribute —  a mere trifling act of 
courtesy —  on the part of posterity in view of the 
enormous development following on the opening 
up of that trade route. The spirit of hatred has 
removed that Memorial Tablet from the view of

passangers travelling by that route. But we doubt 
whether that spirit will prove able to erase from 
the minds of the Hungarians driven against their 
will into subjection to a foreign yoke the names of 
the great Hungarian to whom that Tablet was 
dedicated and of his Hungarian companions and 
fellow-workers. We doubt whether that spirit will 
prove able to make educated Europeans ready to 
forget to inquire after the unalterable and inde
lible memorial tablets of historical facts and 
truths to be found without fail in the minds of all 
persons of sober judgment who sincerely desire a 
just peace.

That was forgotten by those responsible for 
the destruction of the Tablet.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
“IN HUNGARY THE POLITICAL POWER RESTS FIRMLY 

IN THE HANDS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL FACTORS"
Premier Daranyi's Statement in re the Fantastic 

Rumours Spread in Foreign Countries,
Early in March fantastic rumours were being 

spread abroad respecting some alleged "putsch" in 
Hungary. The truth about the situation is that, while 
Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia have for 
eighteen years been the scene of embittered nationality 
struggles, — while in Czecho-Slovakia the most 
draconic laws are being enforced against the real and 
imagined enemies of the Republic, — while in Rumania 
the antagonisms between Right and Left keep breaking 
out in murders and bloody deeds, — and while Yugo
slavia is only just beginning to gradually and pain
fully liquidate the institutions of a Dictatorship that 
weighed heavily on that country for years, — in Hun
gary since the autumn of 1919 there has been the most 
perfect order and tranquillity. If under such circum
stances insignificant inner political movements in 
Hungary give rise at once to fantastic rumours, that 
only shows that our ill-wishers grudge our continuing 
to be an oasis of order and peace in the maelstrom of 
the Danube Valley.

In his speech made in the Hungarian Parliament 
on March 10th, the Hungarian Premier, Dr. Kalman 
Daranyi, finally dismissed these fantastic rumours by 
declaring inter alia that "the political power in the 
country rests firmly in the hands of the constitutional 
factors — of the Legislature and the Government — 
in witness whereof I may refer, for instance, to the 
tranquil atmosphere in which our Parliament is con
tinuing its work. Despite the unfavourable conditions 
prevailing our economic life shows a gradual and 
constant development, while we are taking every care 
to secure the consolidation of our public finances. 
I feel sure that all objective observers must admit 
that the Government is carrying out the objects it has 
set before itself — objects now familiar to the whole 
country — in the order and at the rate which it 
originally proposed.

"Naturally enough we cannot possibly allow our 
work of gradual construction undertaken to secure the 
economic and social order and development of the 
country to be interrupted by the endeavours of any ex
tremist movement whatsoever; and we are not prepared 
in the future either to tolerate that work being endan
gered by any extremist movement. With the data at 
our disposal I may however safely say that no danger 
threatens that work at present. Government has no 
reason whatsoever even to presume that any outside 
factor desires — even indirectly — to endeavour to 
obtain any influence on the direction of political life 
in Hungary; and I must most decidedly protest against 
the spreading of irresponsible rumours which without 
the slightest foundation in fact would fain disseminate 
statements on the kind. Government sincerely regrets 
that irresponsible rumours of the kind should have 
found credence in public opinion. It considers such 
credulity on the part of public opinions particularly 
regrettable in view of the fact that the rumours in 
question actually presumed to involve the person of 
the accredited representative in Hungary of a Power 
friendly to our country and endeavoured to attribute 
to him an attitude which had no foundation either in 
the facts of the case or in the absolutely correct con
duct of the personality in question.

„If the nation is entitled to expect Government 
to maintain the order of the country all at costs, — 
and both I and the Members of the Government 
do readily undertake that duty —, the Government 
and the Legislature may in return, I believe, expect 
public opinion not to encourage such hysterical tittle- 
tattle, which runs from mouth to mouth irresponsibly 
and is calculated to create an atmosphere not in the 
least justified by the actual situation which however 
react detrimentally on the economic and political 
interests of the country.

—  y —
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M. KANYA, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
ON THE LEADING PRINCIPLES OF HUNGARY’S
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FOREIGN
At a dinner given by the Syndicate of Foreign 

Journalists in Budapest on 1st. March, M. Kanya, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, delivered a memorable 
speech in which he outlined the leading principles of 
Hungary's foreign policy as follows:

"I believe you are all familiar with the aims of 
Hungarian foreign policy, which have been reflected 
repeatedly in official statements, —- a faithful and 
unconditional loyalty to our friends, the avoidance 
of all adventurous undertakings, and finally the pav
ing of the way towards correct relations with those 
States from which we are today separated more or 
less by antagonism.

"W e are — and shall continue to be — in favour 
of a peaceful and natural development, realising as

POLICY
we do that that path is rough and difficult, but will 
eventually lead through mutual concessions to an 
agreement inspired by reciprocal goodwill.

"It is an open secret already that we are opposed 
to the formation of political blocks and armed 
alliances. For, try as we will, we cannot see how 
the expansion of military conventions "can-secure the 
welfare of the world. That welfare — we believe — 
can only be ensured by an endeavour to solve all 
unsettled questions by common agreement. The first 
thing to be done in that direction is to restore con
fidence. It is only by a gradual restoration of 
reciprocal confidence that we can hope to be able 
to bring to a successful issue the efforts being made 
to secure a real peace."

“ A  FIRM HAND" IN RUMANIA AGAINST THE 
“IRON GUARD" AND AGAINST THE MINORITIES TOO

In the closing days of February Premier Tatarescu 
once more — for the third time — re-constructed his 
Cabinet. Iuoa, Minister of the Interior, and Djuvara, 
Minister of Justice, were put aside, the Department 
of the Interior being taken over by Premier Tatarescu 
himself, while the King appointed Sasu, Minister of 
Agriculture, to be Minister of Justice. In the new 
Government the Departments of War Equipments and 
National Defence have been amalgamated, the direc
tion of the new joint Ministry being entrusted by the 
King to General Paul Anghelescu.

The dismissal of the holders of two porfolios — 
the Ministries of the Interior and of Justice — closely 
connected with the maintenance and regulation of the 
internal order of the country was due primarily to 
the inner unrest in evidence in Rumania which have 
just reached their culmination. The political organis
ation of the Extreme Right — the "Iron Guard” — 
had been indulging in excesses making the position 
of the Government more and more untenable, Mihal- 
ache, President of the National Peasants Party, and 
Senator Filipescu, President of the Conservative Party, 
who were received by the King in an audience of 
exceptional length previously to the re-construction of 
the Cabinet — demanded most energetically that 
Government should take the most decided measures 
against the Italian and German Ministers who had 
taken part in the funeral of the two Rumanian legion
aries killed while in the service of General Franco. 
Juca, Minister of the Interior, had in any case 
of late incurred the displeasure of the Government 
arty itself; and the temper of the Party generally 
turned against him when the leader of the Government 
Party students, the law student Radulescu, was kid
napped by the "Iron Guard" and kept a prisoner for 
days in one of the student hostels. — Djuvara, Minister 
of Justice, was attacked in Parliament for having 
failed to bring the authors of the disturbances of the 
Right before the tribunals the intervention of which 
his enemies considered desirable. It cannot however 
be denied that the crisis in internal politics was con
tributed to also by motives of foreign policy. For 
Tatarescu, speaking of the conduct of the German and 
Italian Ministers, said that they had committed a

breach of international etiquette by appearing at the 
funeral in question.

The fact must be established that the new Tatar
escu Government is practically the same as its prede
cessor; for Juca and Djuvara have still remained 
ministers without portfolios. Tatarescu himself still 
continues to pursue a policy of complaisance towards 
the Opposition Parties, though he has thrown the 
glove to the Extreme Right, That the Government in
tends to show energy, is proved by a whole series of 
measures, — e. g. the closing of the student hostels 
and of the universities, the increased severity of the 
state of siege etc. Certain other measures, on the other 
hand, — e. g. that ordaining the replacement of 75°/o 
of the employees of minority undertakings by persons 
qf Rumanian nationality — unfortunately prove that 
there has been no change in the minority policy of 
Government. And it is the members of the so-called 
"H Group" of the Government Party that are leaving 
no stone unturned to secure the priority of the Ruman
ian element in industry, commerce, the learned pro
fessions, education, agriculture etc. and to carry the 
scheme through as urgently as possible, at the same 
time exploiting the measures for securing internal 
order as a means of oppressing the minorities, as is 
shown by the reports to be found below,

REVIVAL OF EXTREME RIGHT MOVEMENT OF 
“ IRON GUARD" IN RUMANIA

Although the "Iron Guard" — the Extreme Right 
organisation — was struck off the list of public organ
isations in Rumania on account of the murder of 
Premier Duca, —- and although the severest measures 
were put into force against that organisation —•, the 
severity of the exceptional measures has relaxed con
tinually; and, though the Tatarescu Government cannot 
be accused of sympathising with the movement, it is 
nevertheless indubitable that Government has carried 
its leniency too far. That fact is proved by the failure 
to punish the perpetrators of the recent Stelescu 
murder — or rather to bring the murderers now under 
arrest before a court of law. The "Iron Guard" has 
imperceptibly and quietly been gathering strength
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again, decoying ever more and more members of the 
younger generations to join its movement. Early in 
the year the leader of the "Iron Guard”, Zelea Cod- 
reanu, only just failed to obtain the reins of govern
ment; and it was a mere accident that on the occasion 
of the funeral in Bucharest of the two "Iron Guard” 
legionaries killed in the Spanish civil war the "Iron 
Guard” failed to carry out the long-proclaimed "marcia 
su Bucharest". That the "Iron Guard” did not succeed 
on the day of the funeral in seizing the reins of power, 
is said to have been due, not only to the intervention 
of French diplomacy, but also to Nicholas Jorga, a 
former Premier, who rushed to the Cabinet Council 
and demanded that Tatarescu should intervene.

Another circumstance of common knowledge is 
that on March 1st. three "Iron Guard" students made 
a bloody attempt on the life of Traian Bratu, Rector 
of Jasy University, wounding him very severely and 
cutting off one of his ears.

In this connection we believe it necessary to refer 
to the speech made at the March 5th. session of the 
Rumanian Parliament by Elemer Gyarfds, Senator 
belonging to the Hungarian Party, which threw a 
searching light on the anti-minority side of the "Iron 
Guard” movement. The speech in question stressed 
that the attempt at Jasy had been the consequence of 
the mistaken educational policy of Rumania. The

spiritual temper of a section of the students had, 
namely, been mainly responsible for the havoc wrought 
in the Nagyvarad and Kolozsvar synagogues. At that 
time it was generally believed that the whole move
ment was anti-semitic. Five years later a professor in 
the Kolozsvar University had encouraged and incited 
the students to prevent the arrangement of a Catholic 
Congress to be held in Transylvania. It was only due 
to the tactful conduct of a policeman that the events 
did not take a tragic turn. We have to deal therefore 
with a consistent movement derived from one and the 
same source and moving towards one and the same 
object, — a movement which began with the destruc
tion of synagogues, continued in the form of anti- 
Catholic agitation and has now culminated in the 
attempt at Jasy. That Rumania has come to this, is 
due primarily to the mistaken school policy. We have 
here to deal with that chauvinistic spirit which 
dominates the schools and is continually in evidence 
also in the school books in circulation with the 
approval of the Minister of Education. In this manner 
the students are cajoled into believing that Rumanian 
citizens of other race and all those who profess other 
faiths than their own, are enemies of the country. 
According to Gyarfas the present reaction is the con
sequence of these mistakes.

ANOTHER ARTICLE BY MR. GARVIN 
ON THE DANUBE PROBLEM

The well-known English publicist, Mr. J. R. 
Garvin, whose striking and sensational article on the 
grave consequences of the Paris Peace Treaties was 
commented on at length in our November issue, wrote 
another article in „The Observer” of 28th February 
last, in which he made some very startling remarks 
about Central Europe in connection with the question 
of security. These remarks ran as follows:

,,We are to abandon the principle of revision in 
Eastern Europe. We are to make common cause with 
the Little Entente which is based on the uncompro
mising maintenance of the war-treaties in the Danu- 
bian regions, what proper business is it of ours to 
take sides in these feuds of Eastern Europe, and to 
contemplate going madly to futile war for the sake 
of trying to enforce a status quo which in fact no war 
could actually maintain? Particularly, we are told of 
other things that the principle of Collective Security 
is claimed to demand. We are to fight at need to pre
serve the most composite State, Czecho-Slovakia as 
it is, and therefore to maintain the present racial 
ascendancy of a Czech minority over the Germans,

M. SEBA ON
Below we publish a faithful translation of certain 

passages in the book by M. Jan Seba, Czecho-Slovak 
Minister, which has provoked such a grave scandal. 
We do so hoping that we shall not have occasion to 
mention the book again. The opinions expressed in 
the following passages are all the more striking in 
view of the fact that M. Seba was Czech Minister in 
Belgrade for a long period.

— y —

Slovaks, and Magyars who were forcibly incorporated 
after the war.”

,,Why in the name of right or reason, should we 
do this? It would be a flagrant offence against both 
right and reason, for it would mean fighting to main
tain partition of the Magyar race proper, including 
some features of that partition which are not only 
inequitable but rankly iniquitous."

,.Meanwhile, the only line of sense and soberness 
for Britain is to confine her automatic obligations to 
a minimum; to abjure all entanglements direct or in
direct in Eastern Europe; and to keep out of every 
conflict into which we are not inevitably drawn. The 
liabilities and perils for Britain and the Empire of 
any avoidable extension of her commitments far out
weigh the promised assets. When this necessary corp- 
parison is made, when the sum in subtraction is truly 
done, "Collective Security", in the present circunv- 
stances of the League and the world, comes out as a 
minus quantity. It is like the case of the crowd in 
the fairy-tale whose imaginations were led by pro
pagandist suggestion into admiring the Emperor's new 
clothes. The Emperor had no clothes.”

YUGOSLAVIE
Writing of the political trial (in the spring of 

1917) of Colonel Apis Dimitrejevic and hi® com
panions, who were alleged to have made an attempt on 
the life of Prince, later King, Alexander, and the sub
sequent execution of the ringleaders, he says: — "Post
war evidence, especially Pribicevic’s disclosures, prove 
that the Saloniki trial was staged to order (the fac
simile of Pashitch's telegram stolen from the archives 
of the Ministry of the Interior shows, for instance,
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that a -few days before the trial the members of the 
Cabinet discussed what date should be mentioned in 
Court as the day on wich the outrage was committed). 
The opinion is widely enough held that when sufficient 
time has elapsed there will be a re-examination of the 
case. Much concerning the Saloniki conspiracy and 
trial will perhaps remain an impenetrable secret for 
ever in consequence of the tragic times in which it 
occurred, times similar to those which accompanied 
the movement of Serb liberation and unification, from 
the murder of the founder of the Karageorgevitch 
dynasty, the circumstances of whose assassination were 
never clearly revealed, and the mysterious death^of 
Prince Michael to the attempt on the life of King 
Milan, etc. A fairly extensive literature on the subject 
of the Saloniki conspiracy has come into being abroad, 
e, g. O. Bogicevic, "Colonel Apis Dimitre jevic"; Sweto- 
zar Pribicevic, "The Dictatorship of King Alexander", 
Bassuet, Paris, etc. Serb public opinion reproaches 
Pribicevic for making use in his book of a document 
stolen from the archives of the Ministry of the Interior 
at the time when he was in office." (p, 403),

— y —
When M. Sefea treats of the causes of the dif

ferences between the Serbs and the Southern Slavs, 
who formerly belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Mon
archy and are called "Precans'' in Serbia, it would 
appear that his sympathies are with the former. He 
says that the lot of the Southern Slavs who lived in

C Z E C H  O- SLO V A K I A

THE NATIONALITY-STATEMENT 
OF GOVERNMENT FAILED 

TO SATISFY THE MINORITIES
Not long ago, as is well known, negotiations were 

opened between the Czecho-Slovak Government and 
the German Party fractions supporting that Govern
ment for the purpose of adjusting the minority question 
on the basis of a Memorandum drafted by the so-called 
German "activists" —- the German Parties supporting 
Government. The epilogue to these negotiations ap
peared on February 21st. in the form of a Declaration 
made by Government, the substance of which runs as 
follows:

"T h e  G overnm ent w ill take oare that in all p la ces  
—  i. e. in the territories inhabited  b y  G erm ans to o  —  
ord ers and labour resp ectiv e ly  in  con n ection  w ith  p u b lic  
w ork s and p u b lic  bu ild in g  en terprises shall b e  given 
first to  lo ca l con tra ctors  and w ork ers  resp ective ly . T he 
centra l au thorities resp on sib le  fo r  p rov id in g  the w ork  
m ust s tr ic t ly  su pervise  the activ ity  o f the organs sub
ord in ated  to them  in ord er  to b e  sure that th ose  organs 
ad here c lo se ly  to the p r in c ip le  o f e con om ic  justice . 
G overnm ent p a rticu la rly  w arns all its organs to  re 
m em ber that they  are p e rso n a lly  resp on sib le  for  the 
observan ce  o f these instructions. In carry in g  out the 
regu lation s concern in g  soc ia l p rov is ion  and p u b lic  health  
G overnm ent w ill take into due con s id era tion , n ot on ly  
the num ber o f  inhabitants, but a lso  the num ber o f  un 
em p loy ed  in the resp ective  h un d red s (d is tr ic ts ). In 
resp ect o f  the socia l and h yg ien ic  p rov is ion  to  be  m ade 
fo r  the y ou n ger generations G overnm ent w ill take care 
that the d ire ction  o f such  p rov is ion  shall be  in  the hands

Austria-Hungary was undoubtedly better than that of 
the Serbs in Old Serbia.

As a result of their historical development the 
Precans — he writes — belonged to Central Europe, 
and an regards culture, religion, langlage and other 
intellectual assets, although politically oppressed!??) 
they were able to keep pace with Western and Central 
Europe. Under a foreign yoke, they were yet able to 
preserve their national and cultural sphere of Latin 
Catholicism; and this was an advantage to the popul
ation also from a material point of view. The territories 
of the Precans were spared the horrors of war for 
wellnigh a century, and thanks to progressive agri
culture and the development of industry individual 
and collective wealth attained a high level. In the 
furtherance of this progress a great role was played 
by State administration, which, with all its faults, 
could not be said to lack a certain measure of western 
perfection. His opinion of conditions in Old Serbia, 
on the other hand, is that the long years under the 
Turkish yoke have left their mark on the progress of 
civilization there. A particularly deep impression was 
left on the administration of the counti'y. The lengthy 
struggle between the Obrenovitch and the Karageorge
vitch dynasties kept the country in a state of constant 
unrest and deprived the State of the labours of some 
excellent men who either fled the country with the 
overthrown dynasty or were silenced by persecution,

— y —

T I E S  L I V E
o f  p erson s be lon g in g  to the p e o p le  in qu estion  and w ill 
use every  e ffo rt  to. p rov id e  that the soc ia l institutions 
sh a ll b e  secu red  and further d ev e lop ed . In respect of 
ad m ission  to  the p u b lic  servioe o f persons be long in g  to 
n ationa l m inorities G overnm ent w ill take a further step 
and  w ill take in to accou n t as th orou gh ly  as p ossib le , 
not on ly  qu estion s o f  general qu a lifica tion s  and regional 
interests, but a lso  the interests o f  the m inorities a ttach 
ing to m ore equ ab le  d istribu tion . In resp ect o f  the c o r 
resp on d en ce  betw een  hundred  and other authorities and 
v illa ges  w ith  a p op u la tion  pred om in a n tly  n on -C zech  in 
language G overnm ent has put in to fo r ce  regu lations 
p rov id in g  that a ll docum ents d ra fted  in the State 
language shall have ap p en d ed  to  them  —  w ithout it 
be ing  necessary  to  m ake any p a rticu la r  requ est to  that 
e ffe c t  and  free  o f  charge —  translations in the languages 
o f the n ational m inorities o f  the resp ectiv e  v illages. T he 
G overnm ent is p rep ared  to  ad ju st the scop e  o f  the la n 
guage tests in  keeping  w ith  actual requ irem ents and 
w ith  con s id era tion  for  th e  em p loym ent o f  the ap p lican ts 
in the p u b lic  se rv ice  and  to agree to  the issue o f 
m anuals. T h e B udget Estim ates w ill r e fle c t  the d ecis ion  
o f  G overn m en t to  con tribute to  the ed u cation , not on ly  
o f  the G erm an  and H ungarian  (M ag ya r), but o f the 
oth er n ation a l m inorities too , in p rop ortion s  due to the 
resp ectiv e  m inority . G overnm ent is qu ite  read y  to  e x 
pand as fa r  as p ossib le  w ith in  the lim its o f  the ed u ca 
tiona l organ isation s a lrea d y  ex isting  the system  o f  taking 
sp ecia l a ccou n t o f  the cu ltural requ irem ents o f  the 
several n ationa lities. W h ere  there are any d e fic ien cies  
in  ev id en ce  in the loca l governm ent organisations in 
ju r iou s to the in terests o f  any n ationa l or m inority
groups, G overnm ent w ill use every  e ffo r t  to elim inate 
th ose  d e fic ie n c ie s ."

The (first thing that strikes us about the above 
Government statement is that the complaints voiced 
during the past eighteen years against the Prague
Government by the national minorities of Czecho
slovakia — complaints recorded month after month
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