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IN MEMORIAM JULIUS GOMBOS

O
n October 6th. Hungary suffered a grave loss: for on that day —  the day on which the 
Hungarian people celebrated the eighty-seventh anniversary of the execution at Arad, by 
Austrian absolutism, of the thirteen martyr Hungarian generals condemnel to death after 
the surrender at Vilagos —  the sad news arrived which told us that in the Sanatorium at 

Neu-Wittelsbach near Munich, General Julius Gombos de Jakfa, Prime Minister of Hungary, had 
passed away at the age of barely fifty years. Julius Gombos was the first Hungarian statesman to be 
carried off by death while still in office an Premier: a fact that, combined with his eminent qualities 
as a man, impelled the nation to honour his memory with a funeral of magnificence rarely accorded 
to a Hungarian statesman.

As yet we have no suitable vista from which to visualise definitively General Gombos s eighteen 
years of public service and the four years in office as Prime Minister. It is left to History to give 
the final verdict. Nevertheless, the grateful Hungarian people already speaks in the following terms 
of the results secured for the country by the four years in which he was at the helm.

The crucial point of the domestic policy of Julius Gombos s government is that it really instituted 
a genuinely popular policy. The adjustment of the farmers’ debts, the Colonisation and Entail 
Acts, together with the far-reaching measures carried into effect in the fields of popular hygienics 
and social policy, —  these were all intended to improve the position of the people as a whole. 
Questions which had been left unsolved for years were thus adjusted: and the Hungary governed 
by Gombos —  despite the international economic crisis —  was an oasis of order and peace in a 
setthing Europe, —  a result undoubtedly due to the policy of the golden mean —  calm, sober and 
moderate, but courageously progressive too —  pursued by him.

It was these achievements in the field of internal politics that supplied Julius Gombos with the 
backing enabling him to organically dovetail his foreign policy into the frame of the political system 
of Europe. His visits to Rome, Vienna, Berlin and Warsaw, combined with the friendships that 
developed or were strengthened respectively by those visits, —  and more particularly the Rome 
Protocols signed jointly by Hungary, Italy and Austria — , raised Dismembered Hungary —  small 
as she is —  to the position of a factor in European politics. His death aroused sympathy all over 
Europe; and the appearance at Gombos s funeral of the representatives of five foreign Heads of 
State was without doubt evidence, not only that his decease had robbed Europe of one of her 
eminent statesmen —  a man who had been one of the mainstays both of European peace and of 
peaceful development — , but also that the unalterable determination to work for peace which 
characterises Hungary’s foreign policy is already meeting everywhere with full understanding and 
appreciation.

The late Hungarian Premier included in his political programme the endeavours of the Hungarian 
nation to achieve a peaceful revision. Not only did he proclaim those endeavor us; he succeeded in 
spreading more and more widely in Europe the conviction that the most opportune means of averting 
war is a peaceful revision of the terms of the Treaty of Trianon. Not only did he succeed in 
counteracting the disloyal assertion put forward by our enemies to the effect that the endeavours 
of the Hungarian nation mean war; he succeeded also in convincing many of the decisive factors 
of European politics that the best means of averting any eventual conflict in the Danube Valley 
is to put an end to the injustices committed against the Hungarian nation. That this attitude was 
fully in keeping with the interests, not only of our country, but also of Europe and of the world at 
large, is evidenced most strikingly by the speech made at Geneva by the British Foreign Secretary, 
Mr. Anthony Eden, just a few days before the Hungarian Premier’s death, in which he declared that 
a revision in terms of Article 19 of the Covenant of the League of Nations was not only possible, 
but that it was desirable and necessary.

Sad to say, Julius Gombos only survived this magnificent compliment —  so striking an 
endoresment of his policy —  by a few days.



WHAT AN ENGLISHMAN OBSERVED IN 
THE HUNGARY OF THE “ AGE OF REFORM"

by

Dr. Alexander Fest
Reader in Budapest University

Of the many Englishmen who have been to 
Hungary the one who on the present 
occasion is the subject of my paper was 
in our country just a hundred years ago, 

the object of his visit being to familiarise himself 
with the life of the Hungarian people. This 
Englishman studied our public life thoroughly — 
for about eighteen months — , investigating the 
past and the present, and finally settled in Tran
sylvania as the husband of a daughter of one of 
our great Hungarian families.

This Englishman was John Paget, of whom — 
after the appearance of his monumental work (two 
volumes) Francis Toldi wrote as follows: —  ,,the 
eminent author is undoubtedly the first foreigner 
who —  apart from being more or less well inform
ed respecting conditions in Hungary — has arrived 
at an independent attitude respecting our country” . 
And the critic of those days was right. Paget was 
certainly the best informed respecting Hungary of 
all the foreigners who had been to our country. 
He travelled all over Hungary, visiting all the 
better known towns and regions alike in the Low
lands so rich in romance, in the mountainous 
province of Transylvania and in Trans-Danubia. 
His interest in Hungary was first aroused in Italy 
when he met Baroness Polyxena Wesselenyi, to 
whom he was married shortly after his travels in 
Hungary. He came to our country first in 1835; 
after his marriage he settled definitively in Tran
sylvania, on the estate belonging to his wife. He 
was an enthusiastic farmer, taking an active part 
in addition in public life too. He was warmly 
attached to his adopted country and raturously 
espoused the cause of the Hungarian nation. In 
1848 he served the Hungarian cause both as a 
soldier and as a writer, keeping the English press 
constantly informed of events in Hungary; but 
after the surrender at Vilagos he too was driven 
to leave the country. He went to England, not re
turning until 1855, when he found his estate in a 
very sorry plight. Even his library had been scat
tered to the winds by the Rumanians. A ll his life 
he took an exceptional interest in the fate of the 
Unitarians of Transylvania, acting as a connecting

link between them and their co-religionists in 
England. The endowment received from England 
was due to his intervention and he always took a 
personal interest in the welfare of the Unitarian 
Church of Hungary. It is worth recording that his 
son, Oliver Paget, served with other Hungarian 
volunteers in Garibaldi's army.

These are the most important data of the life 
of the English traveller who became so good a 
Hungarian; all we need add is that John Paget 
lived to a very great age, dying in 1892 at the age 
of 84.

His work dealing with Hungary and Transyl
vania is still enjoyable and instructive reading; for 
it gives us a surprisingly exact and precise trans
verse section of our political and social life.

Before he crossed the Hungarian frontier, 
while in Vienna he too was told many tales of 
"the wild Hungarians” , of the "dangers of the 
journey” etc. One of the first remarks made by 
Paget is to the effect that travelling is just as 
safe in Hungary as in England. Despite the biassed 
and tendentious stories he had heard of conditions 
in that country Paget enthusiastically espoused 
the cause of Hungary, almost his first feeling on 
arriving there being one of gratitude at being again 
in a country where liberty was still alive. It is 
not true —  said Paget —  that the Hungarians are 
rebels, as we are told in Vienna, simply because 
they speak loudly about matters concerning which 
their more cautious neighbours do not even dare 
to talk in whispers. He was entranced by the 
warmth and openess of Hungarian life; though he 
was equally moved when he had the opportunity 
to listen to and to see the great men of the country. 
He heard Francis Deak —  then still a young man 
— at the Pozsony Diet. Not a sound was to be 
heard —  so Paget tells us —  when Deak began to 
speak in his deep and passionate voice in the 
matter of the Wesselenyi Trial. Our traveller then 
tells us that Deak was followed by Kossuth, a 
young orator of great promise. But Paget met also 
Count Stephen Szechenyi, the "greatest Magyar": 
that was later on, when he went to Pest. It was 
at the landing-stage of the Danube steamer: every
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one suddenly turned to watch a man who was 
small of stature but possessed brilliant eyes and 
dressed so like an Englishman that if it had not 
been for his moustache he might have been taken 
for an Englishman. He was the cynosure of all 
eyes; everyone endeavoured to show tokens of pro
found respect. Despite the composure of his fea
tures it was evident that the stranger knew he 
was the centre of observation and was at the same 
time equally conscious that the chief role in the 
drama of Hungarian life had been allotted to him. 
It was Stephen Szechenyi, of whose reforms and 
creations Paget writes a separate chapter full of 
exhaustive details.

But the things he saw at the Diet were not 
the only things that impressed the English travel
ler. The county institution had contributed wonder
fully to preserve the ancient liberties; so that — 
Paget continues —  nothwithstanding all difficulties 
and despite the censorship and their political isol
ation and numerous other obstacles the Hungarians 
had sounder political views than many of those 
European nations which possess what is called a 
higher civilisation. The reason why he deals in 
detail with the county administration is that in 
hiS opinion it must prove of interest to England, 
which had much to learn also from the example 
given* by Hungary. In conclusion he declares that 
the Hungarians have no need of a revolution; for 
the spirit and the form of their ancient Constitution 
affords every liberty desirable. If any amendment 
were required, that amendment should be effected 
in fields where the weaker and the oppressed 
have to be afforded protection.

The keen-eyed observer —  who might have 
boasted that he knew Hungary better than any of 
his compatriots —  here and there (on the basis of 
his own personal experience) refutes the mistakes 
made by those contemporary English travellers 
who had given more or less credence to the absurd 
stories told them in Vienna and had consequently 
just rushed through the country, observing what 
they saw only superficially, and had then pre
sumed to make daring statements about Hungary. 
Quin, for instance, who had spent only ten days 
in Hungary, had nevertheless presumed to publish 
his "opinions" of that country; Captain Hall, who 
had merely crossed the Hungarian frontier, had 
been impelled by the memory of a bad lunch —  
which had evidently excessively annoyed him — 
to call in question the kindness and courtesy of 
one of the most hospitable nations in the world, 
— and that after two or three hours in the 
country!

Paget showed a familiarity with the subject 
quite unusual in a foreigner when he set to work 
to refute these daring generalisations. That he 
proved able to write of our country with such 
understanding and such cordial sympathy, was un
doubtedly due in part to the hearty reception he 
was accorded everywhere he went. He could not 
find words to adequately* stress the interest and 
svmpathy for England he fdund everywhere among 
Hungarians. His experience made him emphasise 
the fact that in Hungary everything was in keeping 
with English tastes. Times without number he met

Hungarians able to speak English fairly fluently. 
The angolmania of the country had originated with 
the aristocrats; but it had soon found followers 
in other ranks of society too. English customs were 
being introduced into Hungary; and English sport 
was making headway everywhere: Paget himself 
subsequently helped to spread English ideas in 
Transylvania. He was astonished to s,ee how well 
Hungarians knew the political, social and intel
lectual life of England. He found that the Hun
garians were quite familiar with the eminent 
British statesmen and very carefully watched 
developments in the London Parliament. They 
imitated English customs and were enthusiastic 
admirers of English literature. At Locse —  a town 
situated in Upper Hungary, which was wrested 
from Hungary and annexed to Czecho-Slovakia by 
the Treaty of Trianon —  a little girl handed Paget 
a bouquet of flowers "on behalf of the women of 
Hungary” . He was respected and honoured as the 
compatriot of Shakespeare, Byron and Scott. But 
it was not only as the compatriot of great and 
immortal writers that Paget was honoured as he 
passed through Hungary; the homage and courtesy 
he received was accorded him simply because he 
was an Englishman. In those days, when Hun
garians gazed with longing eyes on the classical 
home of constitutional liberty, Hungary was in
finitely grateful for every word of appreciation 
and understanding that found its way from beyond 
the Channel. The British interest in Hungary was 
received then with just as much gratitude and 
enthusiasm as it is today —  in post-Trianon days.

Paget's appreciation of that gratitude are well 
worth hearing. He happened to pass through Szol- 
nok, where the deputy sheriff, on hearing that the 
strangers passing through the town were English
men whose travels in Hungary had been rich in 
delightful and interesting experiences, was so 
pleased with the appreciation that he could not 
find words to express his gratitude and his grati
fication. He had their carriage filled with choice 
fruit and with Szolnok loaves, which he declared 
were the best bread in the world. Speaking of 
this incident, Paget says: —

"The mention of Szolnok reminds me of one 
of the many instances of politeness we received 
from persons to whom we were totally unknown. 
As we stopped at the town-house, and sent in our 
assignation for fresh horses, the Szolga-biro came 
out, and raising his little cap, assured us horses 
should be procured as soon as possible. He was a 
good-tempered-looking man, and was evidently so 
anxious for a chat with the strangers that we did 
not like to disappoint him. He knew from our 
assignation that we were Englishmen; and no 
sooner did he learn from our conversation that we 
had taken the trouble examine the richess and 
beauties of his native land, and found much to 
admire and respect, both in the country and ils 
institutions, than he scarce knew how to express 
his joy. Never was there a people more grateful 
for sympathy than the Hungarians. He would not 
allow us to leave the town till he had filled the 
carriage with the choicest peaches, melons, and 
plums, from his own garden; not to mention a large
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loaf of Szolnok bread, which he pronounced, and 
I believe he was right too, to be the very best in 
Hungary. It is true, all this might be nothing but 
the effect of good-nature: and yet, reader, had 
you seen the real kindness with which it was done, 
the interest the good man took in our journey, the 
sentiments he expressed in favour of our native

(To be

land; had you received all this attention from an 
individual you never saw before, and whom in all 
human probability you would never see to your
self you owed it, —  you must be differently con
structed from me if you did not find yourself a 
happier man than when you entered Szolnok.” 
(Vol. I. p. 533—34.) 

continued.)

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA -  THE BULWARK OF 
THE MOSUL PETROLEUM FIELDS?

by
Colonel Dr. Eugene Tombor

The Czech Colonel Emmanuel Moravec, a 
member of the teaching staff of the Prague 
Military College, has written a monograph 
entitled "The Strategic Importance of Czecho

slovakia for Western Europe" which has been 
published in English and French by the Prague 
"Orbis" Press, The real object of this work is to 
convince the Great Powers of Europe how vitally 
important it is to them that Czecho-Slovakia 
should not be crushed by the Third German 
Empire,

We shall deal with this propaganda pamphlet 
quite objectively: but we cannot pass over in 
silence the suggestions —  absolutely wrong from 
a military point of view —  which are liable to 
mislead the unitiated reader.

The fundamental idea behind Mr. Moravec's 
monograph is the following: —

The Germans are endeavouring to expand 
their sphere of influence along the "Eurasian 
transversal”  from Hamburg through Prague, Buda
pest, Constantinople and Mosul to Bushire on the 
Persian Gulf. The German advance is flanked by 
Poland and Italy, which must also be overcome 
by the Germans, if only because in the opinion 
of Chancelor Hitler the Adriatic and even the 
Ukraine are objectives of German aspirations. The 
above-mentioned "transversal" must be set over 
against the strategic front consisting of the line 
from Genoa via Prague to Warsaw which cuts 
that transversal horizontally. Czecho-Slovakia is 
the country most immediately exposed to attack 
from Germany; that country being an advance 
outpost of the Little Entente and the Balkan 
Alliance under the protection of which her allies 
can comfortably make their preparations. The 
German penetration is a danger, not only to the 
countries mentioned above, but also to Russia 
(whose interests are threatened in the Ukraine and 
in the Caucasus) and Great Britain (whose occup
ation of Mosul would be endangered). France is 
not immediately concerned; the only point touching 
her interests being the penetration into Syria of 
the "Eurasian line": though of course the mere 
strengthening of Germany's position would involve 
a menace to France's intrests. Moreover, neither

Great Britain nor France could possibly tolerate 
the appearance of the Germans in the Mediter
ranean. Consequently, France too must join the 
Genoa— Prague— Warsaw line, unless she wishes 
to share the fate of Spain and be relegated politic
ally to the peripheries of Europe. Should Prague 
be struck out of the Paris— Genoa— Prague— 
Warsaw line, —  so Mr. Moravec tells us— , the 
only possible strategic front would be Paris— 
Genoa— Sulina— Warsaw. In the author’s opinion 
not one of the Great Powers enumerated above 
could afford to dispense with the existence of 
Czecho-Slovakia. Bismarck himself declared long 
ago that "the Power having dominion over Bohemia 
must dominate the whole of Europe". It is there
fore quite comprehensible that the Germans should 
speak of Czecho-Slovakia as "a thorn thrust deep 
into Germany's flesh".

INNER MILITARY WEAKNESS OF 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

The above summary of the leading ideas of 
the pamphlet is extremely condensed and concise: 
the main point is reached by the author after a 
long and exhaustive historical and geographical 
introduction written with the object of throwing 
into relief the European importance of Bohemia 
in the light of centuries of history. Later on Mr. 
Moravec endeavours with the help of lengthy 
arguments in the course of which he keeps on 
repeating himself to persuade the reader to en
dorse his views. I shall deal below —  where such 
a proceeding is necessary — with those views of 
the author not comprised in the above summary.

However, by way of introduction we too — 
following the cue given us by Mr. Moravec — 
would deal with the ethnographical and geo
graphical significance of Czecho-Slovakia; that 
being a matter of importance strategically the 
study of which must considerably lessen the milit
ary value of that State.

According to the author Czecho-Slovakia con
tains more than 15 million inhabitants —  that 
number including 11 million Czecho-Slovaks and 
Ruthenians. This statement is enough in itself to 
give rise to erroneous conclusions. The Czech
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official Census does not take the Czechs and 
Slovaks separately, but on the basis of the familiar 
” Czecho-Slovak Ethnic Unity” fiction classes them 
under the same head as "Czecho-Slovaks” . But, 
after separating the Czechs and Slovaks even the 
1930 Czecho-Slovak Census shows the following 
composition by nationalities of the total number 
of Czecho-Slovak inhabitants.

Czechs 7,446.632 50.6%
Slovaks 2,309.972 15.7%
Germans 3,318.445 22.5%
Magyars 719.569 4.9%
Ruthenians 568.941 3.8%
Jews 204.779 1.4%
Poles 100.322 0.7%
Rumanians 14.170 0.1%
Others 46.706 0.3%

14,729.536 100.0%
Splendidly equipped as it may be technically,

adjoining Poland 750 kilometres, —  that being a 
total length of 3000 kilometres exclusive of minor 
indentations. The frontier of Czechoslovakia is 
therefore almost as long as the Hamburg— Mosul 
section of the ’ ’Eurasian transversal’ ’ referred to 
by Mr. Moravec (3200 kilometres). The strategist 
whose business it is to defend this frontier-line 
will find himself in a terrible dilemma.

Mr. Moravec speaks of the Czech Basin as 
being from the point of view of military geography 
a bulwark surrounded by the masses of the Sudeta 
hills exercising a flanking effect in all directions 
alike which already in the Middle Ages acted as 
a breakwater dividing the advance of the Germanic 
tribes towards the East and stemming the western 
advance of the Mongols and held its own also 
against the attacks of the Ottomans. Of this latter 
circumstance we have no knowledge; for it was 
Hungary in particular that defended Europe

%V
\ ------«

the Czech army —  as a consequence of the ethnical 
divergences and of the hatred felt so generally for 
the oppressors —  is divided against itself, the real 
Czechs (by race) representing not even °/o of 
the total strength of that army.

Another point militating against the practical 
value of the Czech army is the exceptionally long 
frontier line due to the extraordinary shape of the 
Republic. The total length of the tongue of land 
from the eastern corner of the State to its western 
outskirts (to the town of Eger) is 940 kilometres. 
For the sake of comparison we may note that the 
distance from Eger to London is only 860 kilo
metres.

The length of the Czecho-Slovak frontier on 
the side facing Germany is 1100 kilometres, that 
on the side facing Austria being 400, that adjoining 
Hungary 600, that adjoining Rumania 150 and that

against the Turks: and it was not until after great 
losses had been inflicted on the Hungarians that 
the Turks were able to advance farther west, —  
though not as far as Bohemia, only as far as 
Vienna, where in 1683 the struggle was decided 
in favour of Christendom by the efforts of the 
Polish King John Sobieski.

In the past Bohemia’s position as bulwark 
may have been a factor: but today —  with the 
present system of roads and means of warfare —  
even the Czech-Moravian-Silesian mother country 
would be simply helpless in the event of German 
attack. In the north-east the highest peak of the 
Sudeta hills —  the Schneekoppe —  rises to a 
height of 1603 metres in the Schneegebirge; in the 
north-west, in the Erzgebirge, the Keilberg is 1244 
metres in height; in the south-west the highest 
peak of the Bohemian W old —  the Gross Arber
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—  rises to a height of 1458 metres, —  but in 
German territory. But the spurs of ali these 
ranges become fiat on the trontier line; while in 
the east Moravia provides an open gate. However, 
a German attack wouid be decisively furthered 
also by the large number of roads, there being 
more than 170 roads suitable for carriage traffic 
interesting the frontier (1100 kilometres long) 
between Bohemia and Germany.

How much easier it is to hinder the advance 
of Germany in the direction of the Adriatic, the 
main ridge of the Alps —  which rises to a height 
of 3797 metres (Gross Glockner) —  facing the 
invader for a distance of 530 kilometres, from the 
Swiss frontier to Semmering, there being only 11 
carriage roads intersecting the whole iength.

The defencelessness of the Czech frontier is 
increased by the fact that the German frontier on 
three sides outflanks and encircles the Czech and 
Siiesian boundaries. No doubt the German attack 
would be started without warning and simultan
eously from all sides with armies supplied with 
motor equipment and with an air fleet. German 
bomb-throwing planes of medium size with a speed 
of 300 kilometres per hour could reach Prague 
(80 kilometres from the frontier) in 16, Pilsen, 
the chief war industry centre of the country (55 
kilometres) in 11, Olmiitz (60 kilometres) in 12 
and even Briinn (100 kilometres) in 20 minutes. 
The German army reaching Olmiitz and Briinn, 
two important industrial centres and road junc
tions, would be able to cut off the Czech armies 
just beginning to mobilise which had been intimid
ated by the aerial attacks and the motor equipment 
of the Germans from Slovakia the Upper Hungary 
of pre-War days. The mother-countries —  Bohemia 
and Moravia —  would undoubtedly soon be driven 
to their knees; while a section of the German 
forces would turn eastwards in the direction of 
Slovakia, rapidly occupying that province and thus 
anticipating the intervention of the two other 
Little Entente States and of Soviet Russia.

The only serious obstacle to the advance of 
the motor-equipped German corps crossing the 
Czech-Silesian frontier would be the Czech fort
resses flanking the boundary. The Czechs have 
actually begun to fortify their frontiers. But it is 
a question whether the German Empire —  if it 
really proposes to attack —  will be kind enough 
to wait until the building of the Czech frontier 
fortresses has advanced sufficiently to impede the 
rapidity of its military movements? Military logic 
would certainly repudiate such a suggestion; so it 
follows that the Czecho-Slovak Republic would not 
be able to resist a German attack started in good 
time except for a few days: a fact which must be 
taken into account by all the States to which Mr. 
Moravec has sent out his message of distress.

Mr. Moravec has however forgotten to mention 
these geographical and military considerations, 
having instead attributed to his native land a 
strategic importance which it certainly does not 
possess.

It is true, of course, that Bohemia is an 
advance outpost of her allies —  as she is also, by

the way, of the Soviet conception — : but this out
post cannot protect her allies and cannot indeed 
retreat in good time in their direction, seeing that 
the invader would very soon have her trapped.

LOOSENESS OF MILITARY CONNECTIONS BETWEEN 
BOHEMIA AND HER ALLIES

Mr. Moravec's arguments respecting the im
portance of Bohemia would to some extent hold 
water if the Danube Basin were not suffering from 
the unfortunate situation created by the Reace 
Edict of Trianon —  it the Danube Basin were still 
dominated by the former Austro-Hungarian Mon
archy, —  or even if there were a Monarchy of the 
kind slightly smaller in size, with Galicia, Buko- 
vina, the Italian frontier territories and the purely 
Serbian districts of Bosnia separated from it. In a 
smaller Monarchy of this kind the leading role in 
the Middle Danube Basin would be in the hands 
of the Hungarians, as it was in the brilliant periods 
of their history.

In that event there would be a united State 
organisation to stand as sentinel; and even if it 
proved necessary to abandon Bohemia provisional
ly, a strategic line capable of being defended could 
be formed on the northern slopes of the Alps and 
on the ridges of the Western Carpathians. Though, 
on the other hand, in the face of a State organis
ation of the kind it is not very probable that there 
wouid have been any talk today of any German 
military expansion. In pre-War days too the Ger
man policy aiming at penetration as far as Bagdad 
was to have been an economic —  not a military — 
expansion passing through friendly countries.

In its present peculiar and defenceless form 
Czecho-Slovakia is completely isolated from her 
allies. The only one of those allies whose territory 
touches hers is Rumania, there being a short joint 
frontier line 150 kilometres long crossed today by 
only a singel railway line.

The other two Little Entente States would not 
be able to offer Bohemia any effectual assistance 
unless they were to occupy Austria and Hungary, 
using those countries to pass through. And an 
occupation of the kind is indeed proposed in the 
secret military treaty between the Little Entente 
States, —  a fact indirectly acknowledged by Mr. 
Moravec, in that part of his work in which he 
declares Hungary to be the ally of the German 
Empire.

On behalf of the public opinion of Hungary 
we must protest, not only against the idea of 
occupation by the Little Entente, but also against 
Europe being told that we are Germany’s allies.

The majority of the Hungarian nation cherishes 
feelings of friendship for the German people 
despite the fact that in the course of its long 
history it has shed more blood than any of Little 
Entente States in struggles to maintain its inde
pendence against the menace of German imperial
ism. During the Great War Hungary proved true 
to her traditions and remained loyal to her allies, 
—  a loyalty which proved fatal to her. But today, 
notwithstanding our feelings or friendship for the 
German people, we are not Germany's allies.
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But the Great Powers to which Mr. Moravec 
appeals for help certainly know by now that 
neither Yugoslavia nor Rumania has the slighest 
intention of going to war with Germany. They 
would willingly occupy Hungary if doing so in
volved no risk to them; but they would not go 
farther. And the latest events in international 
politics show that the two southern States look 
askance at the friendship between Bohemia and 
Soviet Russia.

Let us, however, suppose for the sake of argu
ment that Hungary would be willing to help 
Bohemia against Germany and to send her armies 
to the slopes of the Western Carpathians. We

could be used for the transport of armies: when 
Titulescu was still in power, negotiations were 
carried on respecting the construction of a direct 
railway line between Russia and Bohemia, for the 
shortest railway line in existence today follows a 
very circuitous route from Mogilev via Czernovitz, 
Beszterce and Szatmarnemeti, the continuation of 
the same running in the immediate vicinity of the 
Hungarian frontier. It would appear that today 
the only assistance that could be relied on is that 
of the Russian air fleet, for the use of which 
several bases have been constructed within the 
territory of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. But it is 
doubtful whether, if Bohemia were to fall to pieces

would ask Mr. Moravec whether Bohemia would 
accept this Hungarian assistance? Probably not: 
for it is quite comprehensible that Bohemia should 
suspect us of insincerity in making our offer and 
of wishing to obtain easy possession of the Upper 
Hungary which was ours for over a thousand years.

This way of thinking also reveals the tragic 
situation created in Europe by the Treaty of 
Trianon. The cryingly unjust settlement made here 
in the valley of the Danube has created conditions 
in which the Hungarians are being hunted to death 
and regarded as bitter enemies by their neighbours.

But Bohemia has not been fortunate in the 
choice of friends. The value of the military assist
ance of Soviet Russia is very problematical. The 
two countries have no common frontiers; and 
Poland would never allow Russian soldiers to 
pass through her territory. Indeed, since the fall 
of Titulescu it is very doubtful whether Rumania

shortly, the Russian air fleet would risk a conflict 
with the Germans.

The assistance of France —  in the event of 
its remaining isolated —  is not valued very highly 
by Mr. Moravec himself, —  even in the event of 
the support of Warsaw; for he believes that there 
is no possibility of any joint military operations 
on the part of Paris and Warsaw. The most con
venient line of communication is, he thinks, that 
running from Paris via Genoa and Prague to 
Warsaw. Mr. Moravec apparently does not expect 
much from any French assistance on the outer line 
owing to the Germaft forts in the Rhine district.

It is quite comprehensible that the Czech 
strategist, not trusting in the effectiveness of the 
assistance of the allies so far supporting Bohemia, 
should appeal for help to other friends, trying to 
frighten them into agreement by phantoms of in
satiable German imperialism.
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HUNTING FOR NEW ALLIES
Mr. Moravec gives his pamphlet a military 

disguise, though it is nothing more or less than 
the typical propaganda instrument so admirably 
exploited when the Czecho-Slovak State was est
ablished. He gives his fancy free scope and plays 
tricks with fascinating strategic bubbles. Of course 
imagination is needed when considering strategic 
questions; but real factors and forces and geo
graphical conditions must be taken into account 
as they really are and not in shapes deformed by 
fantasy.

The German plans of conquest are unknown 
to us; but a distinction must be made between 
expansion by military force and endeavours to 
secure economic and political influence.

Great as is the national self-consciousness and 
the sense of power of the Third German Empire, 
we cannot conceive the possibility of the leaders 
of the German people wishing at the same time 
to push forward to Venice, passing via the valley 
of the Danube, the Balkans and Asia Minor and 
via Warsaw, Kiew and Tiflis to the Persian Gulf, 
and to risk a conflict with the Western Great 
Powers, with France and Great Britain.

We are not counsel for Germany; but any 
scheme on the part of Germany would be mere 
madness. A  little less intimidation would have 
produced greater results.

Moravec's opinion of the "German danger" 
is that, the moment Bohemia falls a victim to Ger
man aggression, there will be no more checking the 
advance of the German ” steam roller” to the 
Adriatic and the Persian Gulf. It is true, indeed, 
that the author has found an intermediate station 
in the symbolical line from Genoa via Sulina to 
Warsaw — a point highly incomprehensible strat
egically. In the question of detail the author 
actually ventures to express the opinion that the 
distance of 200 kilometres between the Brenner 
Pass and Venice is no obstacle at all, for that 
difficulty could be overcome and Italy cut off 
from the Balkans in a few days. What a pity he 
does not tell us how many days the Germans 
would take to reach the Persian Gulf!

Mr. Moravec employs the advance made by 
the Central Powers during the Great War as proof 
of the danger latent in the "transversal" from 
Hamburg to Bashire and of the realty of the 
endeavour to reach the Caucasus. Yet it must not 
be forgotten that the said "transversal" passes 
almost exclusively through territory belonging to 
the Central Powers of the War, while the advance 
in the direction of the Caucasus was made necess
ary on the occasion of the peace negotiations by 
the propagandists indecision of the leaders of the 
Russian Soviet.

The author endeavours to enlist the sympathy 
of the Western Powers for his country also by 
putting forward as an argument the disloyalty 
shown during the Great War by the Slav and Latin 
peoples of the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 
He believes that if these peoples had not shown 
resistance the Monarchy would have been able to

begin the War not with 50 divisions only, the 
result being that the Central Powers would very 
soon have proved victorious. The truth in this 
matter is that in 1914 the army of the Monarchy 
was in a sadly neglected state, the lack of trained 
soldiers and of war material making the establish
ment of more divisions impossible. That was not 
however by any means the only reason why the 
Central Powers lost the War, — though that is a 
question with which we cannot deal here.

But Mr. Moravec's quest of new allies is 
purposeless, for the real situation is as follows: —

Unless Germany is prepared to acquiesce in 
31/, million Germans living in the immediate vicin
ity of her frontiers being subjected for all time to 
the yoke of the small Czech people and in 
Bolshevik Russia in time securing fortitied military 
basis wedged deep into the body of the Empire, 
she will be compelled very shortly to crush the 
military power ot Bohemia. As already explained, 
the establishment of a Russian military basis in 
Bohemia has many obstacles today; but with the 
fluctuations in evidence in international politics it 
may in the future become possible, when the Czech 
frontier fortresses have been built and if the 
foreign policy of Rumania shows a renewed in
clination for friendship with Soviet Russia.

If the political aims of Germany are restricted 
to the incorporation of the Germans living along 
the frontier, —  and if, after defeating the Czech 
army, the German military forces were to retire 
from the other territories of the Republic, —  no 
State in Europe is likely to regard such a 
procedure as endangering its vital interests. In 
that case Italy is not likely to fear the loss of 
Venice or Poland to tremble for her safety; indeed, 
the latter would have every reason to feel gratified 
at the annexation to their mother country of the 
Polish inhabitants of Silesia and at the peoples 
inhabiting the territory formerly known as Upper 
Hungary being free to express their wishes, —  at 
the restoration of a common Polish-Hungarian 
frontier and at the averting of the danger of 
Poland being flanked on the South by the military 
forces of the Russian Soviet.

Still less is Great Britain likely to be intimid
ated or to fear that the Germans will seize the 
petroleum wells of Mosul, which are today 
threatened primarily by the armies of Soviet 
Russia lying at a distance of only 360 kilometres 
beside a railway line: how vain in this connection 
is the bizarre statement of Mr. Moravec to the 
effect that it is easier to advance by the Orient 
Express than by the much shorter Tiflis caravan 
route.

*
His attempt to make tiny Czecho-Slovakia 

figure as the bulwark, not of Europe only, but of 
Western Asia too, will ensure Mr. Moravec more 
smiles than serious understanding; his hand is too 
weak for the task he has undertaken, endeavouring 
with the help of artificial arguments to save an 
intolerable situation.
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P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
HUNGARY’S NEW PREMIER

k A l m A n  d a r A n y i

In former times a change of government in a 
European country did not cause any particular stir. 
National and international politics alike went their 
usual way along well-trodden paths; changes either to 
the right or to the left never gave statesmen a restless 
minute. But today, when so many elements of unrest 
are vibrating in the overladen atmosphere of inter
national politics, it is only natural that a change of 
government — wherever that change may be — should 
automatically arouse great interest and create a stir. 
That such interest should have been aroused in con
nection with the change of government in Hungary 
goes without saying, — particularly when we remember 
that the new Hungarian Premier has taken the place 
at the head of public affairs of an original and many- 
sided personality possessing the remarkable qualities 
of Julius Gombos, the man who was torn away with 
such tragic rapidity from the public arena.

Kalman Daranyi, who has taken over Julius 
Gombos's political heritage, has never shown any 
anxiety to cut a figure on the political stage. He has 
always fought shy of the noisy clamour of the hustings 
and of playing a role in the political arena. He differs 
entirely from his predecessor alike in the manner of 
his development and of the manner in which he rose 
to the position he now occupies as Prime Minister. 
He has worked quietly and noiselessly; and that is 
why those who have had an opportunity to watch his 
activity closely are far better acquainted with his 
great qualities than those who have only observed the 
outward manifestations of his personality. Kalman 
Daranyi is fifty years of age; he has thus taken over 
the supreme guidance of Hungarian affairs in the flower 
of his manhood, — at the age at which Julius Gombos 
was carried off by a cruel fate. But the new Premier 
has a period of hard, serious and valuable public 
service behind him, — a service the value of which is 
acknowledged by every Hungarian irrespective of party.

While acting as Lord Lieutenant of one of the big 
counties Kalman Daranyi already gave evidence of 
the most eminent administrative gifts and capacities. 
At that time his name was familiar to the whole public 
opinion of Hungary as that of the best lord lieutenant 
in the country.

It was then that the Prime Minister, Count Stephen 
Bethlen, entrusted Daranyi with the duties of Secretary 
of the State in the Prime Ministry. It goes without 
saying that a statesman of the calibre of Stephen 
Bethlen did not choose his chief collaborator without 
weighing the matter thoroughly. The new Secretary of 
State in the Prime Ministry had to face the anxieties 
and worries of a many-sided sphere of activity. We 
may safely say that Kalman Daranyi — in addition 
to the work of general direction -— was responsible 
also for the most important agenda of Government. 
And after the retirement of Stephen Bethlen — under 
circumstances which in very many respects were 
entirely different from those under which he had 
originally entered office — Kalman Daranyi continued 
to fulfil his arduous task under the two following 
Premiers alike showed the utmost confidence in and 
the warmest appreciation of his indefatigable, con
scientious and objective activity. During the past two 
years Daranyi has been Minister of Agriculture; and 
in this capacity he left no stone unturned in his

devoted zeal to protect with a strong hand the interests 
of Hungarian agriculture, — as is proved inter alia 
by the two Reform Bills dealing with the reform of the 
entail system and with agrarian settlements respectively.

As concerns the leading principles professed by 
the new Premier, it will suffice to point to two 
moments, — one connected with his domestic policy 
and the other with his foreign policy.

In foreign policy we must not expect the Daranyi 
Government either to make any material change. That 
fact is reflected unmistakably in the statements made 
by the new Government, The radius of Hungary's 
policy is determined in the Triple Convention of Rome; 
and the present Hungarian Government does not pro
pose to deviate from the well-trodden path. The Hun
garian nation desires to live in peaceful friendship 
with all foreign States alike, her only wish being that 
the other States should also show the same sincere 
friendship and goodwill towards Hungary — proving 
that friendship by act. It is only natural, however, 
that no Hungarian Government will ever renounce the 
nation's rights — will never renounce the claim to a 
peaceful revision of the treaties of peace and to a 
reparation of the undeserved injustices committed 
against Hungary under the Treaty of Trianon. The 
Hungarian people looks to international public opinion 
with unswerving confidence and is waiting with un
precedented patience and long-suffering for the day 
when those horrible injustices will be repaired.

In respect of domestic policy we regard as of 
decisive importance for the trend of the new Govern
ment's activity the fact that the Premier has retained 
the portfolio of agriculture. This shows that in his 
work as head of the government Kalman Daranyi 
attaches the greatest importance to agriculture, throw
ing into relief the agrarian character of the country 
by personally controlling the department of agriculture. 
The bulk of the inhabitants of Hungary make their 
living by agriculture; and Kalman Daranyi himself is 
a farmer and landowner, so that he is in immediate 
contact with and therefore able to appreciate all the 
troubles and worries of the farmer class: there can 
therefore be no doubt that the new Government re
gards as one of its chief functions the work of cherish
ing and protecting the economic, cultural and social 
interests and wellbeing of the Hungarian lower classes.

However, this endeavour to further a harmonious 
activity of the agrarian forces does not by any means 
denote any intention on the part of Government to 
ignore the legitimate interests of Hungarian industry; 
for the maitenance of the level of our industry is a 
national interest. In a period in which the whole world 
is adjusting itself to a system of economic autarchy, 
the leading industrial States which had previously 
been dependent on agrarian imports having in success
ion developed their agrarian production, — when the 
agrarian countries on the other hand have naturally 
been driven to develope their industry —, in such a 
period Hungary could not possibly deviate from the 
 ̂general trend of development and has been impelled 
to raise her own industry to a very high level of 
development. That is how Hungary succeeded in 
balancing her imports and her exports. The raw 
materials problem to a considerable extent has solved 
itself — by the exportation of industrial products. In
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connection with industry account must be taken of the 
important circumstance that the increased importation 
of industrial products — in the case of those articles 
which Hungarian industry is able to produce in the 
same quality — would prejudice the interests of the 
Hungarian workers and increase unemployment in 
Hungary. In view of all these various circumstances 
Kalman Dar&nyi will therefore, while emphasising 
primarily as the task of Government the effectual 
support and assistance of the agricultural classes — 
i. e. a many-sided provision for the furtherance  ̂ of a 
popular policy —, apply the measure of wise equipoise 
also to the general interests connected with the main
tenance of our industrial production,

A symptom illustrating the state of things prevail
ing in the field of domestic policy is the exceptionally 
cordial sympathy with which the whole country re
ceived the news of Darany's appointment. The clamour 
previously heard on the Opposition side has ceased; 
its place being taken by understanding and fellow- 
feeling, by sympathetic confidence and hope. This 
rapid change is due — apart from his other great

gifts — to the noble and attractice personality of the 
new Premier, who has never been of a militant 
character. This fact has been stressed also in the 
statements made by the Opposition Parties. Kalman 
Daranyi represents in Hungary the noble traditions of 
pre-War politics, when politicians still fought on 
questions of principle and political opposition did not 
mean political and personal antagonism. The politicians 
were rivals, but not enemies. The Opposition polit
icians themselves stress the conciliatory, understanding 
and objective character of Kalman Daranyi's arguments 
and conversations. His calmness and coolness, his 
great tact and above all his endeavour to preserve the 
inner (spiritual) peace of the country and to ensure 
an uninterrupted development, — these are the points 
that characterise him best. Today Hungarian public 
opinion is practically unanimous in acknowledging that 
the man who has been placed at the head of Hungarian 
affairs is an eminent statesman possessing great merits 
whose personality has acted reassuringly on the 
country generally and who deserves unconditional 
confidence.

NO CHANGE IN HUNGARIAN FOREIGN POLICY
At a meeting of the National Unity (Government) 

Party held on October 15th. the new Hungarian 
Premier, Dr. Kalman Daranyi, — who on this occasion 
presented the new Cabinet to the Party —, made a 
long speech in which he explained the programme of 
his Government. The passages given below are the 
parts of his speech which dealt with matters of foreign 
policy,

"In our foreign policy" — said the Premier —, 
"— a fact which it is hardly necessary for me to 
stress — there will be no change whatever. We shall 
continue to tread the paths which have enabled us to 
find our way out of our state of isolation. We shall 
continue to pursue the policy by the aid of which we 
have succeeded in securing sincere and reliable friends 
whose goodwill and sympathy was so strikingly ex
pressed once more a few days ago on the occasion of 
the funeral of the late Premier.

"We shall continue to observe an attitude enabling 
us to serve the interests of true peace. Our foreign 
policy has for its object, not only to cherish and 
strengthen the friendships which exist already, but to 
establish amicable relations with all those States which 
are just as sincerely ready as we are to contribute 
towards the establishments of the essential conditions 
of peaceful co-operation."

In his speech Premier Daranyi also dealt with the 
international economic questions, saying among other 
things: —

"In international economic relations we have re
cently seen further tokens of endeavours towards an 
alleviation of economic isolation and a restoration of 
the normal course of international trade. The Hun
garian Government would gladly welcome the poss
ibility of mitigating the severity of the restrictive 
measures adopted under the pressure of the conditions 
of international economic life. Naturally such an issue 
would have to be made subject to the fulfilment of 
certain preliminary conditions. The most important of 
these conditions is the procural of permanent markets 
offering favourable terms for the sale of our export 
goods — in particular of our agrarian produce — and 
the stabilisation of marketing opportunities enabling 
us to obtain surplus stocks of freely available foreign 
exchanges and to accumulate reserves adequate for the

purpose of serving as a basis for an equitable adjust
ment of our foreign indebtedness."

.\f

In his speech during the meeting of the House of 
Deputies on October 21st. the Prime Minister made 
the following statements respecting the foreign and 
minority policy of the Government: —

"As I explained a few days ago, there will be no 
change in the leading principles of Hungary’s foreign 
policy. We shall continue to pursue that constructive 
peace policy by means of which we have so far too 
been enabled to co-operate with a large number of 
the States of Europe.

"The cordial ties of friendship uniting Hungary 
with the other Signatories of the Rome Protocol — 
with Italy and Austria — we shall endeavour to 
cement and to develop within the limits of possibility. 
The Hungarian Government will naturally at the same 
time take particular care to foster the traditional 
friendship between Hungary and the German Empire; 
and we shall always remember with deep gratitude 
those other nations which — like Poland and Bulgaria 
— gave so solemn expression to their sympathy with 
our people in its great bereavement.

"Hungary's co-operation with her friends is not 
directed against any one; on the contrary, we regard 
the realisation of a general reconciliation as one of 
the most important objects of Hungary’s foreign policy. 
The Hungarian nation is united in its desire to ensure 
the friendship of Great Britain and would welcome 
any development of friendly relations with France 
based upon a reciprocal acknowledgment of the in
terests of either country.

"We shall continue to watch with the most intense 
interest the fate of the minorities living in the adjoin
ing States, which so far — I am sorrv to say — has 
been anything but reassuring. Although we are quite 
ready to admit that the League of Nations has proved 
able to co-operate in a manner satisfactory from anv 
international questions, the fact must nevertheless be 
established that in respect of the protection of the 
minorities the Geneva institution is not capable to 
cope with the noble task entrusted to it. In this con
nection I would refer to the fact mentioned by the 
Chief Hungarian Delegate on the occasion of the last
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Assembly — the fact, namely, that of the 451 minority 
applications submitted only seven had been able to 
find their way to the Council.

"Under such circumstances there is surely some
thing strange about the scheme reported to have been 
broached in Geneva to the effect that owing to a lack 
of work the minority section of the Secretariat-General 
of the League of Nations should be reduced. And the 
fact that the League of Nations in any case had shown 
very little interest in the fate of the minorities has 
been exploited recently by certain States which have 
actually failed to reply at all to questions addressed 
to them by the League.

"Despite all these moments the Hungarian Govern
ment does not intend to cease to use every effort to 
emphasise the importance of improving the lot of the 
Hungarian minorities alike by way of the League of 
aNtions and by means of all other legal resources 
available. I perhaps need not stress particularly the 
point that our Government intends to use similar 
efforts to secure the fulfilment of its legitimate de
mands.

"Our minorities in Hungary will be treated with 
the affectionate regard essential to secure the enforce
ment of all fair and legitimate cultural and economic 
demands,"

THE QUESTION OF REVISION BEFORE THE LEAGUE
OF NATIONS

Below we publish a few extracts from speeches lia), Mr. Jordan (New Zealand) and S, Monteiro 
on the application of Article 19 of the Covenant de- (Portugal). The following statements are a complete 
livered at the last General League Assembly by Mr. justification of the revision movement.
Anthony Eden (United Kingdom), Mr. Bruce (Austra-

MR. ANTONY EDEN :  (u n it e d  k in g d o m )

"If nations are to be prepared to co-operate fully and loyally for the maintenance of peace, that 
peace must rest on a basis that appears to them desirable or at least acceptable. They will only strive to 
maintain a status quo that has won general acceptance, or to prevent forcible change of that status quo 
if they are convinced that there exist peaceful methods whereby just changes can be effected.

That is, ladies and gentlemen, let us admit it, in the judgment of some, a principal failing of the 
League; it has come to be regarded, rightly or wrongly, as an attempt to stereotype a state of things 
that can hardly be expected to endure for all time. It is true that Article 19 of the Covenant recognises 
the impracticability of a rigid maintenance of the status quo. Moreover, there is, in the view of His 
Majesty’s Government, nothing to prevent the Assembly, should it think fit, from embarking on the 
discussion of matters arising under that Article, though of course the powers of the Assembly do not 
extend to decisions on the substance of such matters. It would plainly be impracticable, for example, to 
seek to give the Assembly power to impose changes against the wish of the parties concerned. Human life, 
however, is not static, but a changing thing; and it would be a mistake to try to encase world affairs in 
a rigid mould of a particular date. A  frank discussion of grievances may go some way towards removing 
misconceptions, and a clear expression of opinion on the part of a great majority of the Assembly would 
undoubtedly exert moral pressure on the side of remedy of injustice. The ideal, I suggest to the Assembly, 
for which we should strive is a balanced system wherein justice is done to all and where none should have 
a sense of hurt or grievance. Therefore, our peace-preserving machinery would lose something of its point 
and of its efficacy unless we are sure that the peace which we aim to preserve is one that by its 
justice commends itself generally to the nations of the world."

MR. BRUCE: (Au s t r a l i a )

"My Government also endorses the views of the Government of the United Kingdom with regard to 
Article 19. We feel that this Article, which is an Article for the remedying of grievances — one of the 
fundamental objects of the League — should be made operative. The League cannot succeed if it is to 
be turned into an instrument for the maintainance of the status quo at any given time. We must stand by 
the principle that the rule of law must also be the rule of equity. My Government is also in favour of 
the separation of the Covenant from the Peace Treaties, and we sincerely hope that the Assembly will 
be prepared to agree to that modification."

MR. JORDAN :  (n e w  Ze a l a n d )

"We believe that if the automatic application of sanctions is to be effective or generally acceptable, 
there must be a definite method of rectifying international injustices, whether economic or political, as 
soon as, and as far as, they can be rectified. We believe that the Peace Treaties of the Great War carried 
within themselves the germs of future conflicts. We realise the enormous but, in our opinion, not insuperable 
difficulties of reconsidering the status established by those Treaties, and we prepared to join in such a 
reconsideration. For this purpose we wish to see all the nations of the world, whether Members of the 
League or not, invited to take part."
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MR. MONTEIRO: (Po r t u g a l )

"To prevent aggression is excellent, but to do away with the causes of aggression is still better. Such 
a policy will make co-operation more real and positive.

Mr. Eden, speaking a few days ago, said something which seems to me to be the best and most 
constructive defence of this policy. He said that we should endeavour to encourage and facilitate the use of 
the machinery of the League in order that it might be adapted to existing situations and changes of circum
stance, thus making it possible to remedy those grievances which are recognised as legitimate."

HUNGARY’S WISHES AND PROPOSITIONS BEFORE
THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

At the meeting of the League Council held on 
September 28th., General Tanczos, the Hungarian 
delegate, made a long speech in which he explained 
Hungary's views and wishes in connection with the 
reform of the League and its activity in general. The 
following is an extract from General Tanczos’s speech.

THE REFORM OF THE COVENANT

The Hungarian delegation request that Article 11, 
in so far as it has in view the contingency of circum
stances likely to disturb international relations or 
threaten good understanding between the nations, 
should in the operation of the Covenant be applied 
more thoroughly and, when circumstances arise, should 
be applied more promptly. On the other hand, the 
attachment of Hungary to the idea of international 
justice, as well as the consideration that respect for 
judicial or arbitrary awards represents the keystone 
of every system of arbitration, have led my Govern
ment to propose that the provision contained in 
paragraph 4 of Article 13 concerning the enforcement 
of awards given in the course of arbitration procedure 
or of a judicial settlement, should be carefully studied.

Further, the Hungarian Government is of opinion 
that for the juridical security of the Members of the 
League of Nations, it is important that we should give 
better facilities for requests for advisory opinions and 
that for this purpose we should formulate elastic 
interpretative rules and that we should prosecute as 
expeditiously as possible the studies which have al
ready been started of this question in pursuance of 
there solution adopted by the Assembly on September 
28th 1935.

The Government of my country fully realises that 
the nutting into operation of the procedures provided 
for bv the provisions of the Covenant just mentioned 
would not, bv itself, give entirely satisfactory results 
from the point of view of maintaining peace, unless 
Article 19 of the Covenant as a means of security 
which is equally effective in this wav should remain 
indefinitelv outside the scope of application.

I would sav, indeed, if there is one provision of 
the Covenant which is based above all on the idea of 
prevention in the field of international politics it is, 
without doubt. Article 19, in so far as it furnishes 
the League of Nations and States Members of the 
League with a peaceful means of remedying the state 
of affairs which arises when treaties become inap
plicable and when there are conditions whose con
tinuance may endanger the peace of the world.

In view of the fact that the machinerv of this 
Article opens ut> wide possibilities of proceeding with
out recourse to force to a readaptation to new circum
stances of the whole system of relations existing 
between States, the Hungarian Government holds to 
the belief that by the operation of this Article it 
should be possible in certain circumstances to prevent

war far more effectively than can ever be done by any 
system of sanctions.

It is a matter of common knowledge moreover — 
and I hardly need to repeat it here in connection with 
Article 19 — that human life is not static but dynamic, 
and it would be a mistake to try and force the affairs 
of the world into the rigid mould that may exist at 
any one moment. Although Article 19 may thus be 
regarded as one of the strongest pillars of the con
structive work of peace among nations, the Hungarian 
Government greatly regrets to have to note that so 
far, practice at Geneva has not contributed towards 
the putting into operation of this provision of the 
Covenant to the extent that migh have been desirable. 
Especially do we lack any indications as to the sub
sequent procedure to be followed by the Assembly in 
the event of Article 19 being produced for application.

It is a well-known fact that it is precisely this 
lack of any detailed indications as to the procedure 
to be followed, and the complete absence of any inter
pretative resolutions on the subject, which might to 
a large extent hamper, in certain circumstances, the 
bringing into operation of Article 19 of the Covenant. 
For all those reasons the Hungarian Government hopes 
that Article 19 will be carefully studied bv the organ
isation of the League of Nations from the point of 
view of the practical enforcement of the principle 
which it propounds. Such a study should, in particular, 
make it possible to specify conditions in which the 
Assembly, having before it a request to proceed to 
the invitation which is mentioned in that Article, 
should formulate that invitation.

THE EGAL1TY OF THE ARMEMENTS
The Hungarian Delegation is bound to note that 

since last year the state of affairs, far from improving, 
has become worse, and that in alarming proportions. 
The efforts which have been made by most of the 
Powers. — among others, by Hungary's neighbours, — 
to reach the maximum of their military potentialities 
have led to an ever more marked displacement of 
forces to the disadvantage of the disarmed countries, 
and has already led to a state of affairs which Hun
gry, for its part, could not regard as compatible with 
her security and to which she could not resign herself 
without placing her vital interests in jeopardy. In 
these circumstances I have to declare, on behalf of my 
Government, that the Hungarian nation is unanimous 
in holding that it would be impossible to maintain 
for any length of time the present situation in which 
there is at stake Hungary's own securitv. security to 
which she is entitled just as any other State.

THE PROTECTION OF THE MINORITIES
We mav indeed ask ourselves whether effective 

protection of the rights of minorities is conceivable if 
the grievances of minorities, and the petitions which
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arc the external manifestations of such grievances, are 
judged by political considerations. To put that ques
tion is at the same time to answer it. Each minority 
petition relates to the infringement of certain clauses 
of international treaties. The Council, having such a 
petition before it, is called upon to deal with the 
question in the sense of ascertaining the facts and 
remedying any wrongs which are involved. We con
sider that this task is rather a judicial function, and 
we believe that simple reference by way of analogy 
to the provisions of Article 13 of the Covenant de
monstrates that sufficiently. Having said that, it 
appears to us in the highest degree desirable, in order 
to clear up the juridical side of petitions, that the 
Council should make use, to the greatest possible 
extent, of the possibilities of the guarantee clauses of 
minority treaties as well as of the provisions of Article 
14 of the Covenant. By proceeding in this way, the 
Council will conform to the recommendations of the 
Assembly on September 21st, 1922.

More thorough consideration of the juridical side 
of minority petitions should also be undertaken by the 
committees of three members which assist the Council 
in the examination of those petitions. It is desirable 
above all that those committees should give special 
attention to the elucidation of the allegations contained 
in the petitions, and that they should make use of the 
optional powers with which thev were invested as 
the result of the discussions at Madrid is 1924, with 
a view to asking for further information, not only 
from the governments concerned, but also from the 
petitioners.

In connection with this, it mav be useful to re
mind the Assembly that, out of 458 petitions which 
came before these committees up to Mav 31st. 1935, 
only 7 have found their way before the Council, with 
the exception of those concerning Upper Silesia, which 
came before the Council as the result of German 
initiative. The position therefore is that these com
mittees, which were created to facilitate the task of 
the Council in the matter of minority protection, have 
in practice become a deciding authority interposed 
between the Council and the minorities, and the result 
has been to make it more difficult for the minorities 
to gain access to the body which is called upon to 
safeguard their rights. Anv change in this situation 
can only be hoped for in the event of the committees 
being called upon to state their reasons in a detailed 
manner whenever they refuse to pass a petition to the 
Council, as in the case of the population of territories 
under mandate.

We must ask that minorities in Europe should 
enjoy the same degree of protection as the population 
in mandated territories. The situation of the latter in 
regard to the efficacy of the protection granted to them 
is much more favourable than that of minorities in 
Europe.

The Council, of its own initiative, supervises all 
details of their administration, and the Mandates Com
mission, in their annual report to the Council, gives 
an account of all the petitions brought before it. In 
the event of the Commission not recommending any 
petition to the attention of the Council, it carefully 
states the reason for its decision. The Secretary- 
General communicates to the petitioners all the con
clusions of the Commission which have been endorsed 
by the Council. In the present circumstances in regard 
to minority protection, all this procedure is lacking. 
Yet the moral and material welfare of the minorities 
in Europe depends on the manner in which the League 
of Nations carries out the mission entrusted to it in 
the matter of minority protection. By reason of the 
guarantee assumed by the League of Nations concern
ing minority treaties, the Council has become, so to 
speak, the trustee responsible for ensuring their proper 
application, and, if the Council feels any doubt con
cerning the juridical scope of its powers in the matter, 
we would ask whether the moment has not come when 
those doubts should be dispelled by consultation with 
the Permanent Court of International Justice?

We venture from this platform also to appeal to 
the governments of the States which are bound by 
minority treaties. If the problem of minorities is not 
to become a source of trouble embittering international 
relations, that loyalty which minorities are so 
frequently asked to give to the maiority should also 
be shown towards the minorities. They cannot do so 
better than by acting upon the eloquent words spoken 
bv Aristide Briand from the platform of the Assembly, 
when he said: "It is not in the interests of any country 
that any component of its population which has its 
own value and genius should disappear. A great 
country, conscious of its own strength, would never 
seek such disappearance. It would not endeavour to 
reduce its population to uniformity to such a point. 
On the contrary, its own strength consists in assimilat
ing the various elements of the population without 
causing them to lose either their native genius or their 
particular qualities. It is in this way that a country 
becomes greater and acquires full power to spread 
its influence afield."

ANOTHER PARTY OF BRITISH M. P .-s VISIT HUNGARY
A party of British M. P.-s arrived in Budapest on 

September 24th, on their way home from Bucharest, 
where they had attended the Interparliamentary Com
mercial Conference. The membres of the group were: 
Sir Philip and Lady Dawson, Lord and Lady Eltislev, 
Mr. A. W. Russel and Miss Russel, Lieut.-Col. E. T. 
Ruscombe-Wickham and Mrs. Wickham, Lieut.-Com
mander R. L. Tuffnell and Mrs. Tuffnell, and Mr. 
R. W. Porrit.

Two members of the Belgian Parliament also stay
ed in Budapest on their way home from Bucharest. 
On the same day a French parliamentary group also 
came to visit Budapest,

The British and Belgian M. P.-s were invited to 
a luncheon given by the "GyOSz" (the Association of 
Hungarian Manufacturers), which afforded them a 
good opportunity to make the acquaintance of the 
leading figures of Hungary's economic life.

At the end of the luncheon Dr, Paul de Biro, 
Member of the Hungarian Parliament and Chairman 
of the “Rimamurany" Iron manufacturing industry Co. 
Ltd., addressed the guests on behalf of the association. 
He pointed out the achievements of Hungarian manu
facturing industry, showing the wonderful recovery of 
this small country after the horrors of the great war, 
which had led to its dismemberment. This work, he 
said, was partly due to the admiration of the Hungarian 
people for Great Britain. It was on the model of the 
British system that Hungary had created her parlia
mentary system, and what Lord Birleigh said about this 
system in the 16th century, that nothing could ruin Eng
land but her Parliament, had not come true. The reason 
why this prophecy had not been fulfilled was that 
Britain's greatness does not lie in her physical power 
but in the moral forces which keep the Empire to
gether; and Parliament was one of the greatest of
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these forces. Britain will play a leading part in the 
recovery of the world, because she holds the key to 
the gate of world peace. At the end of his speech Dr. 
Biro raised his glass to the British Parliament.

Sir Philip Dawson, replying, declared that the 
British people knew Hungary and the Hungarians; 
they knew that the Hungarians are a great nation, and 
they also knew their great difficulties and problems 
at present, from which, he felt sure, they would find 
a way out, so that Hungary would recover her former 
greatness and position. He greeted Hungary and Buda
pest, one of the finest, if not the finest, capital in the 
world; he greeted the hospitality and the refinement 
of Hungarians and their beautiful women, finally he 
greeted the manufacturing industry of Hungary, the 
excellence of which is well known everywhere. The 
belief the Hungarian factories always turn out ex
cellent products is not new in England; as early as 
forty of fifty years ago Hungary developed in certain 
branches of industry much more rapidly than any 
other country. Thus, for instance, the "Ganz" factory 
was the first and best in some respects all over the 
world. In conclusion Sir Philip declared on behalf 
of his friends and in his own name that they would 
do all they could to promote Hungary's welfare.

After this the British, French, and Belgian Mem
bers of Parliament had tea at the International Club; 
from here they were taken to the "Hungaria" wine 
cellars in Budafok. They were interested to hear the 
explanations of experts and they declared that their 
experiences furnished a fresh proof of what they had 
already heard about the excellence and the exporta
bility of Hungarian wines.

On the following day the visitors were taken to 
the city of Esztergom, the residence of the Prince 
Primate; from here they proceeded to the famous stud 
in the village of Babolna. In Esztergom the British 
Members were delighted with the beauties of the 
scenery and with the silence of the Danube which had 
been so cruelly robbed of its traffic. Thev listened 
with great interest to the history of the city which 
the Treaty of Trianon had changed from a midland 
to a frontier town; then thev visited the Basilica 
(Cathedral) and the Primate's Treasury and the new 
excavations of the mediaeval palace of the "Aroad” 
kings. At Babolna they were pleased to see the stables, 
the beautiful harness and coaches, the riding ground, 
the magnificent specimens of horses and the herds 
grazing in the open field. After tea spirits were so 
high that the visiting married couples all tried to 
learn separately the "Tshardash", the Hungarian na
tional dance, which they very soon danced together 
to remember it at home.

On the next day the British Members inspected 
the city of Budapest and appeared at a dinner given 
by Dr. Otto Legrady Editor General of the „Pesti 
Hirlap". The hostess was Countess Margaret Bethlen, 
wife of Count Stephen Bethlen, who was Prime 
Minister of Hungary for ten years. Among other 
notabilities who appeared at the dinner were Dr. L. 
Tahv, Under-Secretary of State and Dr. Tibor Eck- 
hardt, member of the Hungarian Parliament and leader 
of the largest party of the opposition. In his toast Dr. 
Legrady assured his guests of the warmest welcome 
of the whole nation. In his reply, Lord Eltisley ex
pressed thanks for the cordial reception he and his 
colleagues had found everywhere in Hungary. They 
would be glad to recommend every Englishman and 
Englishwoman to come and visit Budapest as often 
as possible. They honour Budapest and Hungary very 
highly because they had watched the struggle of the 
Hungarian people to ensure the recovery of their 
country in these hard times. He raised his glass to 
Hungary and their host; what followed after this was 
a charming scene; among shouts of "hip, hip hurrah" 
the English, then the Belgian and French guests jump
ed from their seats and all joined in the old English 
chorus "For he is a jolly good fellow".

All those who were present were sincerely touched 
by the spontaneous expression of British heart and 
humour.

At night the British members, with their French 
and Belgian colleagues, were invited by the "Pesti 
Hirlap" to a gala performance at the Royal Hungarian 
Opera-house. Here they were visited by Fieldmarshall 
Archduke Joseph and his Consort. Archduchess 
Augusta; Dr. S. Winchler, Minister of Commerce, and 
General Somkuthy, Minister of National Defence also 
visited them in their boxes. Under-Secretaries of State 
Dr. Preszlv and Dr. Tasnady-Nagy were also present 
at the performance. The programme was composed of 
the finest Hungarian ballets. The first was the late 
Dr. Radnai’s ballet composed from 0. Wilde's "Birth
day of the Infante"; the second part of the programme 
comprised fantasies on Liszt's Rhapsodies. Each ballet 
was accompanied by increasing success which reached 
its zenith at the end with the performance of the 
"Rakoczy march” .

After the performance many of the visitors and 
their families appeared at a supper given by Dr. 
Legrady in the Hotel Hungaria; the party, among 
whom were also very many membres of the best Hun
garian society, was entertained by the music of 
Magyari Imre's famous gipsy-band and remained to
gether in the best humour until the small hours of 
the morning.

— y —

MANIU DEMANDS FURTHER POUND OF FLESH
The Rumanian National Peasant Party held a 

mass meeting on October 4th in Szatmar (Satu Mare). 
All the leaders of the Party were present and made 
speeches. The Czech Agrarian Party was represented 
by a delegation of 300 members.

M. Julius Maniu, leader of the Party, in his 
speech, amongst other things, said that if it came to 
revision h e would demand revision too. He would 
insist on the frontiers of Rumania being pushed for
ward into Hungary as far as Bekescsaba and Vasaros- 
nameny, where "Hungarianized Rumanians" were liv
ing. M. Maniu's cynicism takes our breath. He seems 
to have entirely forgotten that, with a flouting of the 
principle of self-determination, 102.000 square kilo

metres of Hungarian territory and 1,700.000 Hungar
ians were taken from Hungary and handed over to 
Rumania. The number of Rumanians in dismembered 
Hungary, on the other hand, is only 16.221, "Hun
garianized Rumanians" are the product of M. Maniu's 
fertile imagination. He, whose ancestors received Hun
garian nobility in spite of their having been Rumanians, 
ought to know best how many Hungarians became 
Rumanianized in the course of the centuries under 
Hungarian rule and how many Hungarian estates fell 
into Rumanian hands. There is little evidence of the 
reverse process, especially in present day Hungary.

*
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In connection with an earlier article of a similar 
nature by M. Maniu, an interesting essay from the pen 
of Dr. Stephen Hollos appeared in the "Statisztikai 
Tudosito" (Statistical Gazette) of 18th April 1934. The 
following data are taken from it:

Villages with a 
Rumanian majority

Number of 
population Magyars Rumanians %

Mehkerek 2.263 135 2,116 93.5
Vekerd 489 66 423 85.5
Bedo 660 123 537 81.4
Ketegyhaza 4.939 2.186 2.701 54.7

8.351 2.510 5.777

Villages with a Number of Magyars Rumanians %Rumanian minority population

Magyarcsanad 2.672 1.288 1.070 40.1
Pusztaottlaka 1.327 300 459 34.6
Korosszegapati 2.134 1.444 687 32.2
Kordsszakal 1.198 836 360 30.1
Elek 8.446 1.706 1.256 14.9
Battonya 12.718 9.784 1.155 9.1
Sarkadkeresztur 2.497 [ 2.298 185 1 7.4
Nagyleta 6.944 I 6.483 457 | 6.6
Gyula m. v. 25.241 23.468 | 1.384 | 5.5
Nagykamaras 4.385 | 4.009 198 | 4.5

67.462 51.616 7.211 1

Scarcely a third, then, of the Rumanians in Trianon 
Hungary — 5.777 souls — live as a majority, and

only in 4 villages, 2 of which are very small, while 
in one of them the number of Hungarians closely 
approaches that of the Rumanians. Between 1920 and 
1930 the number of Rumanians in Trianon Hungary 
declined from 23.659 to 16.221. The decline was due 
principally to migration to territories allotted to Ru
mania. How true this is may be seen from the fact 
that the villages above mentioned (not including Gyula, 
the capital of the county) lost 4.238 Rumanian in
habitants through emigration. In the county of Nograd, 
on the other hand, the number of Rumanians — which 
in any case was inconsiderable — has grown to the 
double of what it was, a proof that the decline in the 
number of Rumanians in the Great Plain could not 
have been due to forcible means.

From an educational point of view the situation 
of the Rumanians in Trianon Hungary is very favour
able. There are 11 schools in which teaching is in 
Rumanian, The number of teachers is 19, that of 
pupils 1.239.

Rumanian schools in Hungary in 1931/32.
Number and type N° of teachers N° of oupils

1 State school 1 200
3 Greek Catholic 7 583
7 Greek Orthodox 8 456

Total 11 19 1.239
The number of elementary school pupils who are 

linguisticly Rumanians in the school-year 1929/30 was 
1.953, in the next two years 1.862 and 1.964 respectiv
ely. This shows clearly that in spite of their scattered 
condition the majority of the Rumanian children enjoy 
the privilege of schooling in their mother-tongue.

—  y  —

“ SPIRITUALIZATION OF FRONTIERS" -  IN PRACTICE
It is reported by the "Sunday Graphic" that Lady 

Ampthill, a member of London Society, was not allow
ed to travel into Rumania because, it is stated, the 
Rumanian authorities thought it an extremely strange 
thing that Lady Ampthill should be on friendly terms 
with members of Hungarian society.

»
Manv hundred Hungarian tourists took part in a 

tour to Yugoslavia arranged by the travel office of 
the Hungarian paper "Esti Kurir” , The train was sup
posed to stop at Szabadka (Subotica), Ujvidek (Novi- 
sad), and Belgrade, and it seemed natural that the 
travellers would be allowed to visit other places of 
the Voivodina (formerly Southern Hungary) from 
there. The Police of these two cities, however, paid 
no attention to international travel agreements and 
did not allow the Hungarian tourists to leave the 
confines of the cities; they even went so far as to send 
gendarmes to bring back those who had taken a trio 
to other places. Those tourists, on the other hand,

who went to Belgrade were allowed to visit all places 
in old Serbia; this shows that the Yugoslav authorities 
are anxious to prevent the Hungarian visitors from 
visiting their relatives and friends in the former Hun
garian territories of Yugoslavia.

«
A similar case has occurred in Rumania. Those 

Hungarian passengers who left Budapest with a regular 
Hungarian passport and a Rumanian visa by the 
Bucharest express on October 4th, were held up at the 
Rumanian frontier station "according to higher in
structions" and were sent back by a special train to 
the Hungarian frontier (Lokoshaza). The reason for 
this arrangement was said to be the manouvres between 
Lugos and Temesvar. Owing to the intervention of the 
Hungarian Ministry for Foreign Affairs the frontier 
authorities were, at last, instructed to allow the Hun
garian passengers to enter Rumania after waiting from 
morning till night at the Hungarian frontier station.

— y —

CONCERNING THE VISIT OF THE BULGARIAN CHURCH
DIGNITARIES TO YOUGOSLAVIA

The Metropolitan of Sofia, accompanied by three by the representatives of the Serb Pravoslav Church.
Bulgarian dignitaries of the Church, returned in On this occasion certain statements were made by the 
September the visit paid in Bulgaria three years ago Serbs that cannot be allowed to pass without comment.
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In his toast at the banquet on 9th September in 
Sremski-Karlovci His Reverence M. Barnabas, the 
Serb Patriarch, ventured to say that the Dual Mon
archy had employed every means to denationalize the 
Serbs, whose lot had been better under the Turkish 
yoke than in the Monarchy ("Obzor", Sept. 10 and 
"La Parole Bulgare", Sept. 17). The Patriarch ought 
to know that the Serbs, in their flight from the Turks, 
found a new home in Hungary and a prosperity they 
never excepted. The Serbs in Hungary enjoyed a 
religious and educational autonomy the like of which 
is not to be found even in our modern era of minority 
protection. Thanks to the generosity of the Hungarian 
Kings the Serb Church became possessed of wide 
domains and other assets the income of which for 
more than two hundred was employed for the establish
ment of a whole series of Serb cultural and religious 
institutions and which, even today, are the chief 
sources of income of the Serb Patriarchate — of 
Patriarch Barnabas too. He also ought to know that 
down to the eighties of the nineteenth century the

DEATH OF ML
On September 15th M. Svetozar PribiCevic died 

in the "Podoly" Sanatorium near Prague. M. Pribicevic 
was a well-known Serb politician, and for a time 
Minister. He co-operated with the Serb PaSic, the 
Croatian Trumbic and the Slovene KoroSec to found 
the new State, When in spite of all his services to 
Pan-slav aims, he lost favour at Court, in the autumn 
of 1927, he formed a peasant-democratic coalition with 
Stephen Radi6, the leader of the Croats. When the 
Dictatorship was proclaimed on 6th January 1929, M. 
Pribicevic was interned in Bros, a village in Serbia, 
from whence he emigrated to Paris in 1931. In Paris

centres of Serb culture and intellectual life were tJj- 
videk (Novisad), called by M. Barnabas's compatriots 
"the Serb Athens" and Sremski Karlovci, the seat of 
the Serb Patriarchate in Hungary,

In some villages in Macedonia Dr, Janie, former 
Serb Minister of Education, encouraged the villagers 
to speak Bulgarian with the Bulgarian Churchmen who 
visited the villages, as the inhabitants could not make 
themselves properly understood in another language — 
that is to say in Serbian. This is an open confession 
of the fact, consistently denied by the Serbs, that the 
population of this disputed territory — the present 
friendly overtures leave the dispute open — are 
mostly Bulgarian nationals, in spite of the Serb census 
of 1921 having spirited away 6 or 7 hundred thousand 
Bulgars and although the statistics compiled by T. 
Radivojevic, professor in Belgrade LTniversity, on the 
basis of the 1934 census returns make no mention of 
Bulgars but only of 759.282 "Macedonians".

— y —

PRIBICEVIC
in 1932 he published his book "La dictature du roi 
Alexandre", which contained an impassioned attack 
against King Alexander and his Dictatorship. The 
censor expunged the passage about M. Pribicevic hav
ing been interned from the obituary notice issued by 
the Macek Party and the Zagreb university students, 
and permission was not given to take his body home. 
Thus died in exile Svetozar Pribicevic who was intro
duced to the Princess Elena by her brother King 
Alexander of Yugoslavia with the words: — "Behold 
the man who brought me three crowns!"

—  y —

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
MANIFESTATIONS OF SLOVAK  

AUTONOMISTS IN POSTYfcN
September 19th, 1936 will be a memorable day in 

the history of Slovakia. Many thousands of the mem
bers of Monsignor Hlin'ka’s Slovak Popular Party 
gathered in Postydn (Piestany) to manifest their desire 
for the autonomy of Slovakia. As a striking illustration 
of the relations between the Czechs and Slovaks, the 
Czech censor did not allow the publication of more 
than a few details of the declarations made at the 
Congress. This congress was also a demonstration 
against Bolshevism and the Czecho-Russian alliance. 
The foreign journalists were particularly surprised to 
hear the following two lines repeated by the choirs:

"H or thy, Hitler, Hlinka,
To je jedna linka."

This means roughly that Horthy, Hitler, Hlinka are 
fighting side by side against Bolshevism. This is the 
first time in the history of the Czechoslovak Republic 
that the Slovak autonomists have been bold enough 
to use the name of the Regent of Hungary at an open 
meeting as a sign of demonstration, which shows that 
they feel strongly enough against the Czech State.

An extremely interesting item of the Congress was 
the speech made by M. Chiappe, member of the French 
Chamber of Deputies and formerly Commissioner of 
Police in Paris.

An account published in the "Slovak” gives the 
summary of M. Chiappe's speech as follows: M.
Chiappe did not understand much of the speeches he 
had heard, but from their purport he could gather 
that he himself and the Slovaks were fighting on the 
same front against Bolshevism; it is the same fight 
which may be witnessed now in the political arena of 
the whole world. France is fond of ber independence, 
she is a truly nationalistic and Catholic country, and 
she sympathizes with the Slovak movement for inde
pendence, which is founded on the high principles of 
Christianity and nationalism. M. Chiappe assured the 
Slovaks of his friendship. This is no mere phrase, for 
he is a Corsican and a man of action.

M. Chiappe's speech was received with great 
enthusiasm.

Among other things, Monsignor Hlinka said: "This 
State will not be an isle of security and the pillar of 
peace until every nation is satisfied and pleased with 
it, and until Government has granted everything that 
the Slovak people has been asking for since 1848 with
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the tongue of Stur, Hurban, and H odza...; not until 
the Slovaks have their Parliament, their Courts, and 
their schools. That is the minimum".

The following, probably more acrimonious, part 
of the speech was suppressed by the censor.

in his report M. Sokoi, Secretary General of the 
Party, gave a vivid picture ot the poverty ol the Slo
vak people; this is an extract from his speech:

"While on the one hand it strives to achieve a 
national union ot Czechs and biovaks and considers 
every action against this ideology as a dualism danger
ous to the security ot tne State, on tne otner hand 
this centralist system introduces the most distinct 
dualism in economic life, at the expense of Slovakia 
and the Slovaks.

"the best proof of this is the fact that Sfovakia 
was bled to death long before the world crisis, Tne 
factories of Slovakia were closed in the very years ot 
prosperity, when the Socialists had the majority botn 
in Uie Government and in Parliament, instead oi rais
ing the economic and social standard oi Slovakia, the 
tendency of the centralist policy has been to turn that 
country into a desert. We have statistical records to 
prove that the number of emigrants from Slovakia 
since 1919 is larger than that ol emigrants irom ail 
other parts of the Republic, these terrible records ate 
the most serious indictment against the centralist 
system; they show Slovakia's poverty and prove the 
tailure ol the present system as well as the need for 
autonomy. The effects oi the present anti-Slovak 
tendency are felt by the farmers, labourers, tradesmen 
and craltsmen of Slovakia, and they lie equally heavy 
on her younger generation ot qualitied men. Even now 
it happens in many cases that the applications oi 
qualified young Slovaks are rejected by the central 
authorities in Prague under the pretext that there are 
no vacancies, yet at the same time Czech officials and 
employees are accepted in Slovakia. The political 
methods of the Czechs are not detrimental to Slovakia 
alone but to the whole of the Republic, Out of 29 rail
way employees appointed in Slovakia by the Ministry 
of Railways 27 were Czechs and only two were 
Slovaks. In the first half of this year the Ministry of 
Public Works engaged 21 officials in the Iron and 
Steel Works in Zolyombrezo; 16 of these were Czechs 
and only 5 were Slovaks. The same Ministry has 
employed 40 Czechs labourers in Zolyombrezo, in pre
ference to the hunderds of poor workers who live by 
the river Garam and have been waiting in vain for 
employment in Zolyombrezo for many years. The only 
way to put an end to these injustices in Slovakia, is 
to allow the Slovaks to govern their own affairs: this 
is what the autonomy of Slovakia stands for.

These words need no comment.
Another important item of the Congress was the 

resolution concerning education, because it is a striking 
illustration of the Czech tendency to deprive the 
Slovaks of their national feelings.

The resolution severely indicts the tendency which 
aims at the extirpation of Slovak feeling in Slovak 
schools and institutes in favour of Czechoslovak 
ideology. It calls upon the educational authorities to 
prevent Bolshevist propaganda among the youth. It 
demands that politics be excluded from schools and 
that the educational authorities shall not be used as 
Party offices. An adequate number of Slovaks should 
be attached to the Ministry of Education. It is an in
justice to the Slovaks that the personal affairs at the 
Inspectorate of Schools in Pozsony (Bratislava) are 
in the hands of Czechs who have no love or under
standing for the education of Slovakia. The teachers’

training centres should be in Slovak hands. At present 
these schools are full of Czech masters who do not 
posses even the necessary qualifications. The secondary 
schools should be directed by Slovaks, and those 
elementary and secondary school teachers who are not 
of Slovak nationality should be ordered to pass a 
test in the Slovak language! School-books should be 
written in Slovak. The University of Pozsony (Brati
slava) should be a Slovak University, and the schools 
maintained from the taxes of the Slovaks should re
spect the existence of the Slovak nation. The Germans 
have a University of their own in the Republic but 
Slovaks have none.

in conclusion the resolution demands the creation 
of the b acuity ot Science, the extension of the r acuity 
ot Medicine, the foundation of a chair for Slovax 
language and literature in the University of Pozsony 
ItiratisiavaJ, and the re-estabiishment ot the Colleges 
ot Agriculture and Porestry. (Such schools existed in 
Slovakia under the Hungarian regime but the Czechs 
have closed them. (Ed.)

Another remarkable resolution of the Congress 
demands the creation by the State of a reparation 
tund, tor the compensation ot the tosses suttered by 
Slovakia, so that the claims of Slovakia may be satis- 
tied in the same way as those oi the historical pro
vinces have already been satisfied. (The creation of a 
similar fund was already propagated three years ago 
by M. Brezovszky, a Slovak Prefect, who was im
mediately arrested by the Czech authorities. — Ed.)

These events deserve particular attention seeing 
that they occurred at the time when M. Benes, as 
President of the Republic, was making his first tour 
through Slovakia, in his address to the President at 
Csernova, M. Hlinka reiterated the demands of the 
Slovak people for autonomy:

"Mr. President” , — he said —. "We adhere to 
what we announced in Pittsburg on May 30th 1918 
and to what we declared on October 30th 1918 in 
Turocszentmarton. Here above the graves in Csernova 
we repeat what President Masaryk said in the Moose 
Hall at Pittsburg on May 30th 1918. He said 'Ask for 
all the official posts, even the very highest, and you 
shall have them'. And we insist on what our Magna 
Charta, the Pittsburg Convention, guaranteed: 'The
Slovaks shall have their own administration, their own 
national assembly and courts of justice. The Slovak 
language shall be the official language in Slovakia in 
the schools and offices, and in public life in general.'”

THE POSTY&N MANIFESTO

As already reported in the present issue, that 
number of the "Slovak" which dealt with the Posty6n 
manifesto was confiscated, the result being that the 
subsequent second edition showed succeeded in ob
taining the full text of the manifesto The same 
formulated the demands of the Party: ine passages 
printed in italics are those objected to by the local 
Czecho-Slovak Public Prosecutor: —

"W e are fighting” — so runs the text of the mani
festo — "to ensure the sovereignty of the Slovak 
people as guaranteed in the Cleveland and Pittsburg 
Conventions and as formulated in the declaration of 
the Slovak people made in the Budapest Parliament 
in the year 1918. The unflagging effort of the Slovak 
people to secure the full assertion of the right of 
self-determination — which was manifested in the 
eyes of the whole world at the Pribina festival at 
Nyitra — entitles Slovakia to enjoy autonomy as
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federative Member of the Czecho-Slovak State. This 
right we shall never renounce, — particularly seeing 
that it is a right in full keeping with the historical 
and philosophical development ot the peoples during 
recent centuries. We do not intend to swerve from the 
Christian foundations of our national culture and our 
national history. That is why we repudiate those trends 
in our domestic and our foreign policy alike which 
mean an upheavel of human society and the destruc
tion of European civilisation. In particular we abhor 
all this co-operation with the international represent
atives of materialistic ideology and Bolshevik Jewish 
anarchy. We adhere to the anti-communistic front and 
are heart and soul with the nations inspired by Christ
ian principles. We shall never cease to fight for the 
fundamental principles of our programme until those 
principles have been realised in practice. In this spirit 
we join in the cry of Stur: — "We shall take up arms 
for the national rights and liberties of the Slovak 
people!” There is no going back. And we enter the 
fray echoing the words of Monsignor Hlinka: — "Our 
lives for God, our liberty for our nation!"

C Z E C H  O - S L O  V A K 1 A

HOW PROFESSOR SETON WATSON 
W AS INFORMED IN PRAGUE ABOUT 
THE SITUATION OF THE SLOVAKS

Dr. Seton Watson (Scotus Viator), Masaryk Pro
fessor in London University, is well-known to have 
been one of the originators of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic, and indeed of the Little Enteste as a whole. 
He recently paid a visit to Yugoslavia, where he is 
said to have attempted to effect a reconciliation 
between the violently antagonistic Serbs and Croats. 
On his way home Professor Seton Watson spent three 
days in Prague, and in the company of several Czech 
officials of high rank from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, paid a visit to the Slovak youth house be
longing to the "Slovak Home Society",

In the course of conversation he said — as the 
"Slovak”, the organ of Monsignor Hlinka's Party, re
ported on October 16th — that Yugoslavia’s inter
national position seemed easier and more secure than 
Czecho-Slovakia s. He was, however, convinced that 
affairs in Central Europe would consolidate and 
Czecho-Slovakia would be able to live down the 
international crisis. Professor Seton Watson asked 
many questions, especially about the youth of Slovakia. 
This was commented on by the "Slovak” as follows: — 
"When the conversation turned to the number of 
Slovaks employeed in the central offices, it was 
necessary to show up his unscrupulous Czech informer 
and tell him that the number of Slovaks in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was 37 — about 3.8%> — 
and not 37°/o as he had been given to understand. 
This is a great difference." While they were talking 
about this, M. Derer and M. Krofta came up to 
Professor Seton Watson and spoke cordially with him 
for a considerable time. (We are not likely to be far 
wrong in supposing that they did so to prevent further 
comments by the Slovak youths on the information 
given by the Czechs.)

"Something that should not have been allowed to 
happen and that was an insult to the intelligence of 
the young Slovaks” — says the "Slovak" — "was that 
the representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
with striking zeal, helped the young Slovaks to finish 
every sentence they began. Official precautions of that

sort are considered unnecessary by the young Slovak 
intelligentsia. They are an insult."

—  y —

OF ALL THE MINORITIES THE 
HUNGARIANS THE ONE MOST 

UNGENROUSLY TREATED BY THE 
CZECHO-SLOVAK BUDGET

Hungarian minority theatres in Czecho-Slovakia 
never get a penny of the sums guaranteed in the 
Budget as regular State grant. The German Theatre 
in Rrague, on the other hand, receives considerable 
financial support every year from the State,

The Budget for 1937 contains a novelty. Any 
minority cultural organization that receives support is 
mentioned by name. In the educational section we 
read that the German Theatre in Prague receives a 
grant of 2,700.000 crowns. Larger sums are set aside 
than in 1936 for student-welfare purposes (lodgings, 
board and clothes for university students). The dif
ference is explained by the greater poverty obtaining 
this year among university students and the unemploye- 
ed intelligentsia, especially among the Ruthenians and 
Germans, There is no word whatever of the Hungar
ians. Nor is there any word of the establishment of 
the Hungarian grammar-schools so repeatedly demand
ed by the Hungarians at Ungvar (Uzhorod), Leva 
(Levica) and Rozsnyo (Roznava), and of a Hungarian 
chair at any of the universities, or of the Hungarian 
Cultural Society of Slovakia and Ruthenia, (See 
"Pragai Magyar Hirlap", Oct. 21.)

—  y  —

WHY HUNGARIAN PAPERS ARE 
CONFISCATED 

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA?
The Hungarian paper „Hirado" (Herald) published 

in Pozsony (Bratislava) was confiscated by the Czecho
slovak authorities on October 4th; as it happens both 
the original and the censured numbers have arrived 
in Budapest; from this we see that the paper was 
originally confiscated because of the following sen
tence: ,,The new depreciation will probably amount to 
16—20°/o". The confiscation took place at a time when 
all the Czechoslovak papers had already written about 
the depreciation.

y

BUSTS OF TWO HUNGARIAN 
POETS REMOVED FROM FRONT 

OF SLOVAK THEATRE IN POZSONY
The Hungarian unions of Pozsony (Bratislava) 

have addressed a memorandum to the mayor of the 
Slovak capital, protesting against the removal of the 
busts of the two great Hungarian poets, Mihaly Voros- 
marty and Jozsef Katona, from the front of the City 
Theatre. "Not only our Magyar citizens, but everyone 
who respects Hungarian culture is painfully surprized 
to see that the busts have been removed just at a time 
when the city is making preparations for the celebra
tion of the fiftieth anniversary of the building f the
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City Theatre , . ,  The theatre was built by voluntary 
contribution of the burgesses, primarily ot Hungarian 
burgesses. . .  We must protest against such an act 
just now, particularly as we have heard several asser
tions lately on the part of leading Czech statesmen 
promising us the redress of our national grievances 
and due consideration for our cultural claims and for 
the monuments of our national culture.”

—  y  —

HUNGARIAN SCHOOLBOY SEVERELY 
INJURED BY SLOVAK TEACHER

In question time Dr. Geza Sziillo, chairman of 
the Hungarian parliamentary group, put the following 
case before the Minister of Education:

"A little schoolboy has been so severely beaten 
by J. Hronec, the new headmaster of the elementary 
school in the parish ot hiilek, that he suttered serious 
bruises and had his ear drum injured. — During the 
interval the children, giris and boys together, were 
playing in the school yard, when a little girl's coat 
was suddenly pulled oft her shoulders. The new head
master rushed to the assistance ot the little girl who 
was crying, and thinking that a little boy named Erno 
Perec was responsible tor the deed he called him to 
his room, where he first hit the boy in the race and 
then pulled him over the bench and caned him sever
ely. the other little boys ran to their friend's father 
and told him what had happened; the boy's father 
immediately went to the headmaster and asked him 
why he had beaten his child so brutally, but he was 
severely rebuked and simply turned out by the head
master, who told him that a Hungarian boy had no 
business to go a Slovak school among Slovak boys 
and girls. — The father took his unhappy child to 
the doctor and received a medical certificate from 
him, on the basis of which he reported the headmaster 
to the authorities and brought a legal action against 
him. The boy was then examined by several doctors 
in the city of Losonc and they all agreed that the boy's 
ear drum had been broken in consequence of the 
severe injuries. The parents of the little boy are afraid 
that the headmaster's brutality will have tragic con
sequences in the health of the boy, who has been lying 
dangerously ill ever since. We anxiously await the 
Minister's reply.”

—  y —

M U  M  A N I A

STATUES OF TWO MORE 
HUNGARIAN SAINTS DEMOLISHED

On September 26th, during the night, a gang of 
15—20 youngsters gathered in the market place of the 
city of Szatmar (now in Rumania). Tying a rope round 
the necks of the statues of the two saintly Kings of 
Hungary, St. Stephen and St. Ladislas, they pulled 
the statues down the front of the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral, and with the exception of the heads they 
broke them to pieces. The two heads were carried off 
in a car, while the following inscription was painted 
at the foot of the statues: "We shall meet in Heaven” 
(from "Magyar Kisebbseg”, October 1st). The "Uni
versal”, a Rumanian daily, looks upon this feat as 
a piece of national heroism.

— y —

HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS CLOSED
A few days before the beginning of the school- 

year, the Hungarian Roman Catholic elementary school 
in Tasnad (County Szatmar) was closed by order of 
the School Inspector's Office. In the September of 
1934 it had already been deprived of its status as a 
public school, because German was not introduced as 
the language of tuition. The pupils’ families cannot 
speak a word of German ("Keleti Ujsag", Sept. 6). 
The educational authorities have ordered the Calvinist 
elementary school in Szdrazajta to be closed on the 
pretext that its equipment is inadequate ("Keleti 
Ujsag", Sept. 12), In Csobotfalva (County Csik) 56 
pupils registered in the Roman Catholic elementary 
school. But the school inspector closed the building, 
sealed the door, and ordered the pupils to go over to 
the State school ("Keleti Ujsag”, Sept. 27).

— y —

HUNGARIAN CHILDREN NOT 
ALLOWED TO ATTEND HUNGARIAN 

SCHOOLS
In the purely Hungarian village of Karcfalva, 

Sarpe, the headmaster ot the State school, would not 
allow more than 85 of the 161 children registered in 
the Elungarian Roman Catholic school and infant 
school to attend the Hungarian schools. When their 
parents continued to send them to the Hungarian 
denominational schools they were fined 120 lei per 
child, and when this had no effect they were sum
moned to appear before the gendarmes. On October 
5th 76 weeping children were conveyed by the 
gendarmes to the State school. Next day the parents, 
declaring that they insisted on their right to choose 
the school they liked for their children, took them to 
the Hungarian school again and refused to leave them. 
Upon this the Rumanian headmaster had the Roman 
Catholic teachers taken to the gendarmerie ("Keleti 
Ujsag” , Oct. 10). In Nagykaroly the headmaster of the 
State school would not allow 212 elementary pupils 
and 26 infant school pupils to register in the denomin
ational elementary and infant schools. His explanation 
was that the last name analysis did not prove that 
they were of Hungarian extraction (''Brassoi Lapok”, 
Sept. 20).

—  y —

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
IMPARTED TO HUNGARIAN 

CHILDREN IN A  FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE AND BY TEACHERS 
OF ANOTHER DENOMINATION

No. 37/1936 of the "Buletinul Scolar", an educa
tional periodical, publishes the general order No. 
19.801— 1936 of the School Inspector's Office in Ko- 
lozsvar (Cluj), which decrees that ”Children of parents 
of Rumanian extraction shall be taught religion by 
Rumanian priests” . As a result of this order a great 
number of Calvinist children whose mother-tongue is 
Hungarian are being forced to attend Greek Catholic 
religion lessons in the elementary school at Maros- 
vasarhely ("Brassoi Lapok", Oct. 9). A Ministerial 
Decree received in Arad authorizes the headmasters 
of the State schools to decide whether religious in
struction to be imparted in Hungarian, or not. Should 
there be one single non-Hungarian (German, Slovak,
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etc.) minority pupil among the Roman Catholic pupils 
of any class, only Rumanian may be used as the 
language of religious instruction ("Neplap”, Oct. 13).

—  y  —

927o OF MINORITY 3UDENTS 
PLOUGHED

A typical instance of the unequal treatment of the 
minorities in Rumania is afforded by the results of the 
autumn matriculation examinations in Brasso Of the 
50 minority candidates only 17 passed the examination 
in writing and 4 the oral examination. Thus 92%> were 
ploughed. On the other hand a mere 5 to 10 per cent 
of the Rumanian candidates failed ("Nepujsag", 
Oct. 5).

—  y —

HUNGARIAN CONCERT HALL 
CONFISCATED

In the village of Lisznyo (County Haromszek) the 
mistress of the State infant school opened the Calvin
ist concert hall with a skeleton key and simply took 
possession of the building for school purposes, fn 
answer to the complaint lodged by the Calvinist pastor 
the Prefect of the County replied: — "Well done!!” 
("Keleti Ujsag", Sept. 19).

—  y  —

MOLESTATION OF REFORMED 
CLERGYMEN

A cheap old globe showing the old European 
frontiers, lying about in the lumber-room, caused the 
arrest of the Rev. Erno Orosz, the Reformed minister 
of the parish of Hirip; he was taken by gendarmes to 
the city of Szatmar, where he had to appear before 
the court; after his trial he was released, but his pro
secution will be continued. The Reformed minister of 
the small parish of Hagymasbodon was dragged from 
the sick-bed of his wife, who was lying dangerously ill, 
and arrested under the charge of anti-State activities; 
the minister, who was quite innocent of the charge 
brought against him, was taken to the gendarme station 
in the parish of Medgyesfalva, from where he had to 
walk to the city of Marosvasarhely to appear before 
the court. The gendarmes in the parish of Akosfalva 
dispersed a group of gipsies attending a Bible lesson. 
— The Reformed Ministers of the county of Maros- 
Torda have asked their Bishop to appeal against this 
unwarranted interference of the gendarmes ("Brassoi 
Lapok", October 8th).

—  y —

GIRLS CHURCH CONFERENCE 
PROHIBITED

The Girls' Conference convened by the Reformed 
Diocese of Kiralyhago for September 12— 13th to meet 
at Ombot, has been prohibited by the authorities, 
although the programme was composed of religious 
items only.

. - - .................-  -  y -

DISMISSAL OF HUNGARIAN 
NOTARIES AND DOCTORS

In the County of Szatmar 9 minority notaries who 
passed the language tests several times, have been dis
missed, or rather placed on the retired list without 
any pensions. Their Rumanian successors have already 
taken up their posts ("Keleti Ujsag", Oct. 5). In the 
County of Udvarhely the 27 remaining village notaries 
and clerks have also been put on the retired iist with
out pensions. Only 2 Hungarian notaries are left in 
that purely Hungarian county ("Joestet", Oct, 6). Two 
minority doctors got posts in the Social Insurance 
Bureau in Arad, ihe Rumanian newspapers objected 
to their appointment with the result that in 48 hours 
the Minister cancelled it and filled the posts with 
Rumanians ("Brassoi Lapok", Sept. 10).

— y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

PRIVILEGED SITUATION OF GREEK 
ORIENTAL CHURCH

The Roman Catholic, the two Protestant and the 
Jewish Churches in the southern parts of Hungary 
attached to Rumania (the Voivodina) have been 
completely separated from the mother-churches in 
Hungary. But in terms of the Yugoslav-Rumanian 
agreement concluded on 10th March 1933, on a 
reciprocal basis the Greek Oriental Rumanian parishes 
in Yugoslavia have been left under the jurisdiction of 
the Greek Oriental Church of Rumania. On the 
strength of the right of supervision guaranteed in the 
agreement, Bishop Vasilie Lazarescu of Karansebes 
arrived in Yugoslavia on October 5th to pay a canon
ical visit to the Rumanian villages in the Banate. But 
Dr. Ladislas Ravasz, Bishop of the Reformed Church 
in Hungary, was forbidden by the Serb authorities, 
after the Conference at Ujvidek (Novisad) of the 
Central Executive Committee of the World Alliance 
of Religions, to be present at the ten years’ jubilee 
of the Calvinist orphanage at Bacsfeketehegy or to 
preach by invitation of the parish in the Calvinist 
church there.

— y —

ANTI-GERMAN EDUCATIONAL 
POLICY OF M. KOROSETZ

On September 17th the "Wiener Neueste Nach- 
richten" on information received from its local cor
respondent stated that since months a violent struggle 
has been on foot against the German minority in the 
Drave Banate (formerly Slovenia). Slovene, instead of 
German, teachers are being appointed in the schools 
of the districts inhabited by Germans. The new 
teachers cannot speak German, and the result is that 
German is gradually ceasing to be the language of 
instruction in those schools.

— y —



OCTOBER, 1936 I )  A  N  TJ Ft T A N R E V I E W 23

P O L I T I C A  L E C O N O M Y

A U  S T B  I A

NEW METHODS IN AUSTRIA FOR 
CALCULATING PRICE OF GOLD

On October 6th a new law passed by which, in 
order to maintain the stability of the price of gold, 
the possibility was created of changing the basis on 
which that price is calculated.

The communique issued pointed out that the price 
of gold in the past few years had been determined on 
the basis of the price fixed by the Bank of France. 
In consequence of the recent stabilizing measures 
adopted by the countries on the gold standard, not 
only had the price of gold fixed by the Bank of 
France ceased to be a suitable basis of calculation, 
but, at least in the near future, it was also to be ex
pected that a situation would arise in the leading 
international markets in which it would no longer be 
possible to fix the "exact" price of gold either per
manently or even exclusively on exchange quotations 
in any single market. These circumstances had been 
borne in mind in drafting the new law, the general 
conception of which provided a wide choice — so 
necessary today — of bases of calculation. If only 
because of the great latitude allowed by the new law, 
the calculation of the price of gold in the National 
Bank of Austria had to be placed under the control 
of the Finance Minister. In conclusion the communique 
laid stress on the point that these measures of the 
new law distinctly proved that the intention was to 
maintain the Austrian currency at its present value.

As the National Bank of Austria intimates, the 
new law will not affect the valuation of gold stocks 
and assets in the weekly rates of exchange to be 
published by the National Bank of Austria in 1936. 
That valuation must, in terms of the bank statues, be 
fixed on a standard basis for the whole of 1936, that 
basis having been determined at the end of 1925 at 
5963.69 schillings per kilogramme of fine gold (1 schil
ling per 0.06768 grammes).

— y —

C Z B C H O - S L O  V A K I A

THE SECOND DEVALUATION OF THE 
CZECH CROWN

Even after devaluation had taken place in France, 
Holland and Switzerland, official circles in Czecho
slovakia were still loudly protesting that there would 
be no devaluation of the Czech crown. But when Italy 
followed the example of the gold standard bloc, the 
Czech Government decided on devaluation too. This 
is the second depreciation of the Czech crown within 
two and a half years, which shows that the measures 
adopted in 1934 were not a success. The Government's 
original intention was to reduce the gold content of

the Czech crown to 31.21—33.21 milligrammes, a re
duction corresponding to about 10.60— 15.98 per cent 
compared with 1933. (Before 1934 the gold content 
of the crown was 44.58 milligrammes, which in that 
year was reduced to 37.15.) But rejecting the Govern
ment's original proposal, Parliament decreed that it 
was to be reduced to 30.21—32.21 milligrammes, a 
reduction of 13.29—48.68 per cent compared with 
existing conditions and one of 27.8—32.2 per cent as 
compared with conditions prior to 1934. At times the 
differences between the Government Coalition and the 
Cabinet were so acute that Premier Hodza was obliged 
to raise the question of the Government's resignation. 
When Parliament had passed the law, the Cabinet 
Council fixed the gold content of the Czech crown at 
31.21 milligrammes, a devaluation of 16°/o.

Speaking in Parliament, M. Kalfus, Minister of 
Finance, stated that one reason for the devaluation 
was that in consequence of the economic improvement 
in 1936 and of brisker home markets there was a 
greater demand for foreign exchange to pay for raw 
materials. As early as August it was found that the 
advantages won by the registration of foreign credits 
and essets had been lost, and that it was necessary 
to draw on the reserve gold stocks in order to pre
serve the gold stocks covering the currency.

Count John Esterhdzy. Hungarian Deputy (Opposi
tion), pointed out that while Premier Hodza had been 
heard to say on 27th September that the devaluation 
of the French franc had not taken him by surprise, 
M. Kalfus, Minister of Finance, had professed to be 
surprised. Count Esterhazy urged a further devaluation 
of the Czech crown, coupled with social measures 
calculated effectively to decrease the amount of un
employment.

Senator Coloman Fussy (Hungarian Party), re
flecting on Premier Hodza's statement that this was 
the last devaluation and that he had been forced to 
it by the pressure of foreign events, drew the con
clusion that other events might take place in the 
foreign money-markets that would necessitate a further 
devaluation.

The devaluation will, naturally, lead to the desired 
results in political economy only, if a rise of prices 
can be prevented. Premier Hodza says plainly that to 
raise prices would be an act of treason. In spite of 
this, prices have already begun to go up.

At a meeting of the representatives of the Czecho
slovakian heavy industries on 19th October, mention 
was made of the losses caused to industry by the 
National Bank compelling importing firms before the 
devaluation was effected, to buy raw materials on a 
three months' credit. As a result industry has not 
suffered not only the losses caused bv devaluation, but 
also those attendant on a rise in the prices of raw 
materials in the international markets. ’Hie cotton 
industry was the one to feel this worst. Its losses were 
estimated at 39.000.000 crowns. Most branches of 
industry were of the opinion that the firms which have 
sustained losses are entitled to bring an action for 
damages against the factors responsible for them. One 
suggestion was heard that a fund should be created 
out of the profits of gold appreciation to repay the 
losses caused to certain branches of industry by 
devaluation.

— y —
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DEPRECIATION CAUSES GREAT 
DISAPPOINSMENT IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

The "Lidove Noviny” , the mouthpiece of the Czech 
Agrarian Party and of M. §ramek, a member of the 
Czech Cabinet, comments with bitter disappointment 
upon the fact that France had been discussing the 
depreciation of the franc with Great Britain and the 
United States for many months, without letting her 
other Allies know; Czechoslovakia had been forgotten 
in the same way as Germany, Italy, or Hungary. And 
this had been done by the Cabinet of M. Blum who 
professes to be more friendly towards Czecho-Slovakia 
than any of his predecessors. Another paper, the 
"Slovak” , remarks that this piece of criticism is a 
fine specimen of Franco-Czech friendship and a good 
picture of M. Blum's character as an ally.

The depreciation of the Czech crown, newspapers 
say, has caused a considerable rise in the prices of 
row materials imported from abroad, and it has also 
been followed by a rise in the amounts of the services 
of other foreign payments. The difference caused by 
depreciation in export and import prices is estimated 
at 80 million Czech crowns. Since none of the neigh
bouring States has so far depreciated that currencies, 
water transport has also become more expensive now, 
in addition to the rise of railway freight charges. 
The expenses of the conveyance of goods to Hamburg 
so far amounted to 143 million Czech crowns, only 37 
million crowns of this amount have been paid out for 
transport through Czecho-Slovakia.

— y —

THE BUDGET FOR 1937.
The estimates for the Budget for 1937 were intro

duced into Parliament by the Government on 16th 
October.

Expenditure is estimated at 8.454.970.960, receipts 
at 8.456.499.080 crowns. The national debt has con
siderably increased in 1936. It is now 46.784.508.636 
crowns as compared with 40.933.673.851 crowns last 
year — an increase of 5.850.834.785 crowns in a year. 
Internal loans account for 36.605.083.669 crowns 
(30.773.318.940 last year) and foreign loans for 
8.160.354.910 (8.149.429.937) crowns. 83.295.366 crowns 
are set aside as part payment of the interest of the 
national debt which is 1.610.638.073 crowns. According 
to these figures, compared with 1936, expenditure will 
be 422.000.000 crowns, or 5%>, more. The receipts of 
the State undertakings are estimated at 8.349.805.380 
and their expenditure at 7.472.199.500 crowns as 
against 7.973.722.750 and 7.230.396.750 crowns respect
ively in 1936. Thus the new Budget estimates an 
increase of 376.000.000 crowns in receipts and pro
poses to increase expenditure by 541.000.000, A deficit 
of 585.000.000 crowns is foreseen in the Railway's 
balance (last year it was 696.000.000). The Post Office 
expects larger receipts — 48.000.000 against 32.000.000 
crowns. The net receipts of the Tobacco Monopoly are 
estimated at 1.279,000.000 crowns.

THE RECEIPTS FROM STATE TAXES AND 
DUES IN THE FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF 

THE YEAR FALL 385,000.000 CROWNS 
SHORT OF THE BUDGETARY ESTIMATES

Tax receipts in August were 107.000.000 crowns 
under the budgetary estimates. In the first eight 
months of the year the receipts from State taxes and 
dues were 5.663.000.000 crowns, that is to say
3.857.000.000 after the share going to the autonomous

corporations had been deducted. They were thus
385.000. 000 short of the budgetary estimates. Tobacco 
Monopoly receipts were 10.000.000 crowns less than 
last year and the State revenues from this source were
140.000. 000 crowns under the budgetary estimates.

A 10%  INCREASE OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
IN SLOVAKIA

Labour statistics from September show that the 
number of unemployed has decreased by 1.9% in Bohe
mia and 2.4% in Moravia and Silesia, while in Slova
kia there is an increase of 10.9%. The latter circum
stance is due to the fact — so we are told — that 
public investment operations have come to an end, and 
private building operations have been to some extent 
restricted. These records show that while the labour 
conditions of the historical provinces have improved 
lately, the economic situation of the former Hungarian 
regions., with the exception of Ruthenia, has become 
considerably worse.

—y—

NO NEW RAILWAYS IN RUTHENIA 
SINCE 1918.

The Ruthenian Council of National Economy has 
elaborated a memorandum to the Government and the 
authorities, on the railway requirements of Ruthenia 
(formerly a pari of Hungary, now Czechoslovak terri
tory), Inter alia, the memorandum says: —

When the Hungarian Government was building the 
rrailway lines now found in Ruthenia, due attention 
was paid to the direction of the various valleys. The
N.-S. W. direction in the building of railways, designed 
by Nature herself, was a great advantage to the Hun
garian administration. In the first place, it made the 
building of the railway lines much cheaper and, 
secondly, it was possible to take into account the 
entire river system, so that every railway line could 
be made to meat in Budapest as a general railway 
centre.

The need for new railway lines particularly of one 
E. to W. was felt soon after the change of regime 
(in 1918), at present there is only one such line, that 
from Okormezo (Vobojove) via Csap (Cop)—Kassa 
(Kosice)—Oderberg (Bohumin) to Prague. On this 
line, however, communication is often impeded in 
many ways, and this circumstance has a very un
favourable influence on the economic life of Ruthenia.

It is a great disadvantage, too, that this line does 
not pass through the central part of Ruthenia, and 
that its southern section does not connect the more 
important cities of the province, the result being that 
they can only be reached by branch lines. This de
tracts a great deal from its importance both for 
passenger and freight traffic. Moreover, 60 kilometers 
of this line fall to Rumanian territory where it is 
administered in agreement with the Rumanian author
ities.

The economic and other disadvantages of this 
state of affairs were evident soon after the formation 
of the new State. Thus the idea presented itself to 
connect the capital of Ruthenia, Ungvar (Uzhorod), 
with Munkacs (Munkacevo) and Huszt (Hust), which 
would also solve the problem of connecting Ruthenia 
with Slovakia. Accordingly, the Szechoslovak National 
Assembly passed a law in 1920 (Law No. 255) for 
the building of two railway lines, one from Ungvar
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to Munkacs, and one from Munkacs to Huszt (via 
Bilke), between 1921 and 1925. The costs of the first 
line were estimated at 34 million Czech crowns, those 
of the latter being computed at 100 millions. But this 
programme so for hat not been realized even in part.

The situation at present is that not a single kilo
meter of railway line has been built in Ruthenia, and 
of the many millions that have been spent on the 
building of railways in the last few years, nothing 
has been spent on building railways for Ruthenia. 
Since this circumstance has greatly aggravated the 
conditions of the working classes in this province, 
the Ruthenian Council of National Economy has now 
resolved to ask for the building of those railway lines 
which were decided upon in the law no. 255, in 1920.

This memorandum is a fresh proof of the dif
ferences of the Czechoslovak regime to Ruthenia, 
which country formed an integral part of Hungary's 
territory for a thousand years.
—  —

H U N G A R Y

HUNGARY’S ECONOMIC POSITION BEFORE 
THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

At the session on October 6th of Committee II 
(Economic Committee) of the League of Nations 
M. Altred Nickl, Ambassador Extraordinary and Min
ister Plenipotentiary, expounded Hungary's point of 
view in connection with the economic and tinancial 
questions of the day. The gist of his speech, as re
ported by the information department of the League 
of Nations, is as follows:

The devaluation of the French and other cur
rencies had been welcomed as a first step towards a 
better economic future. But the monetary measures 
must be followed by other economic measures. It was 
perhaps well that after the first step — devaluation — 
others should not be taken too hastily; for prudence 
was necessary.

Different countries were in very different situa
tions and though it might be expected that the 
restrictions that had been imposed almost everywhere 
would in general be diminished, it must not be thought 
that this abolition of restrictions would come about 
everywhere in the same manner and within the same 
period of time. M. de Nickl referred to the peculiar 
situation of his own country, and to its reasons for 
establishing exchange and import controls. By limiting 
imports in accordance with her resources, Hungary 
w,as able to retain sufficient foreign currency to pur
chase indispensable raw materials.

Hungary was a debtor country and required a 
favourable trade balance in order to make payments 
abroad. She must be able to maintain her exports in 
order to increase her imports. But Hungarian exports 
were not only faced with quotas, but also in many 
cases with the obstacle of currency control in countries 
to which they were despatched. Only about 10 per 
cent, of Hungarian exports went to countries where 
there were no restrinctions. It seemed therefore dif
ficult for Hungary to do away with her own exchange 
of control without taking precautions.

The speaker also referred to the necessity for 
Hungary's having a larger supply of gold to enable 
free movement of capital to be restored. She must 
also have a favourable trade balance to meet her 
foreign obligations.

After having outlined the conditions under which 
Hungary might thus consider a diminution of her 
restrictions, the speaker added that his country would 
be glad to bring about the change as rapidly as 
possible.

NO DEVALUATION IN HUNGARY
The Hungarian Government has decided that Hun

gary is not to follow the example of the gold bloc 
countries, Italy, and Czecho-Slovakia. There will be 
no devaluation here. The following, amongst others, 
are some of the reasons given.

The equalization of foreign exchange surcharges 
that took place towards the close of the past year 
had two objects, j  he one was to insure a smooth 
settlement ot payments in the export and import trade, 
the other to simplify the foreign exchange system, in 
both directions the measures taken proved satisfactory, 
Une particularly important result of the equalization 
of foreign exchange surcharges was that the National 
Bank was able, with the greatest ease, to satisfy the 
demands for foreign exchange made by importers and 
at the same time considerably strengthen its own 
foreign exchange position.

The substance of the regulation of foreign ex
change surcharges introduced at the end of last year 
is that a premium of 50% is allowed for free, so- 
called convertible foreign exchanges (Edeldevisen), 
such as dollars, pounds, etc., handed in to the National 
bank, and a surcharge of 53% imposed on them when 
allotted to importers. With this system of surcharges 
Hungary secured all the advantages won by means of 
the strictly currency measuies adopted by countries 
that had depreciated their currencies long ago, and 
which those countries that have devalued their cur
rencies during the past few weeks, hope to attain. From 
the fact that Hungary has achieved, with the aid of 
this new system of surcharges, all that can possibly 
be hoped for from devaluation, it follows logically 
that there is no reason to change the fundamental 
principles of the foreign exchange system introduced 
last year, namely the 50, that is to say 53 per cent 
surcharge.

Some anxiety was felt as to whether the recent 
devaluations would hamper Hungary's export trade. 
This anxiety is likely to prove unfounded.

For the major part Hungarian exports consist of 
agricultural produce. Our standard agricultural export 
commodities cannot be bought by the importing 
countries except at world market prices; if therefore 
their currencies depreciate they must pay more for 
them in their own money. In this respect a fact of 
great importance is that most importing countries, 
in order to protect their own agriculture, have intro
duced measures of commercial policy that keep the 
price of the most important agricultural products at a 
higher level, than could have developed in the world 
markets. As a result, where many agricultural pro
ducts are concerned, those countries can, by reducing 
the customs duties on them, pay a higher price in
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their own currencies for the imported articles without 
having to raise the price of the home products.

We have no reason to be anxious about our 
industrial exports either. If Hungarian manufactured 
articles were able to hold their own against the com
petition supported by depreciation of the most highly 
developed industrial countries, if they were able to 
stand their ground against the competition of British, 
American, Belgian, German, etc., articles, we have no 
reason to be anxious about our industrial exports 
because of French, Swiss, Dutch, Italian and Czech 
competition. The quantity of industrial commodities 
exported to the countries which have recently devalued 
their currencies is comparatively small; but even so 
we must not expect only detrimental changes, for the 
animating effects of devaluation on the economic life 
of countries in question will undoubtedly open up new 
possibilities for our export of industrial articles. And 
surely with its great mobility our industry will soon 
find means of taking full advantage of those possibil
ities.

It is but natural that problems which will have 
to be solved will arise in connection with exportation. 
Two methods of solution present themselves.

1. Commercial-political negotiations. These have 
already begun with Switzerland and France, The 
instruments of commercial politics will play an 
important role in our trade with Italy. This is indicat
ed in the statement made by Mussolini in connection 
with the devaluation of the lire in which he expressed 
his intention to maintain and develop the trade con
nections established in the Rome Pact.

2. An adaptation of surcharges less than the 
present 50 and 53 per cent to changed circumstances 
within the limits of the present system as prescribed 
by those 50 and 53 per cent surcharges. It is well- 
known that the surcharges on the French, Swiss, Ital
ian and Czech foreign exchanges were lower than on 
the rest of the foreign exchanges. Partly because, on 
account of payment agreements in force, foreign ex
change returns from those countries were not freely 
available, partly because in establishing the official 
rate of exchange, it was not possible to take into 
account the reduced purchasing power of a country's 
currency in question. Should the reasons cease 
which, where those countries were concerned, made 
it necessary to keep the surcharges on their 
currencies at a lower level — as in consequence of 
devaluation they have to a great extent ceased — it 
will be possible to raise the surcharges within the 
limits above mentioned.

By taking advantage of the facilities of commer
cial politics and of the elasticity inherent in our 
system of surcharges, it will be possible to surmount 
the export difficulties which the natural reaction to 
devaluation, specifically the expected soaring of prices 
in the countries concerned, might not be able to 
eliminate.

OCTOBER 1936

STATE FINANCES IN AUGUST

According to the Finance Minister's report on 
State finances in the month of August 1936, State ad
ministration expenditure in that month was 69,600.000 
pengo and revenue (not including credits) 74,100.000, 
so that the revenue exceeded the expenditure by
4,500.000 pengo.

The expenses of all the undertakings aggregated
32,800.000, their receipts 34,700.000 pengo. The oper
ations of the State undertakings therefore show a 
profit of 1,900.000 pengo. For investments, which are 
to be covered by a loan from one of the funds for 
foreign credits, a sum of 500.000 pengo has been spent 
by the State concerns, 2,300.000 pengo deposited in 
the National Bank as services on the League of Na
tions' loan. 1,700.000 pengo of this amount is not to 
be transferred, and will subsequently be made use of 
against treasury notes. The State administration estim
ates placed 900.000 pengo at the disposal of the State 
Railways. According to the statistics of the bigger 
State concerns, traffic on the State Railways shows 
improvement compared with last year. In some 
branches of the Post Office an improvement, in others 
a decline, is noticeable.

—  y —

HUNGARY’S EXPORT TRADE WITH GREAT 
BRITAIN IN FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF 

THE YEARj

The importance of the British market for the 
foreign trade of Hungary lies in the fact that the 
pound sterling is a free currency and that Hungary's 
imports from England occupy the sixth, her exports 
to England the fourth place in the list. The following 
figures show the turn over for the first eight months 
of this year compared with that of last year:

J anuary—August 
1935 1936

million pengo
Imports 13.4 14.3
Exports 21.4 29.8
Excess of exports 8.1 15.5

The lowest point in the turn over was in 1932, 
but since that date there has been a continuous in
crease, which amounted to 8 million pengo this year 
compared to last year's turn over. Metals, representing 
3.6 millions (2.7 millions last year) head the imports 
list; 2.3 millions of this fall to copper. It the second 
place are raw materials, half-finished and manufactur
ed textile products; the total value of wool, worsted, 
worsted yarns, and fabrics (cloths) amounts to 3.5 
millions (3.3 millions). Next in importance are hides, 
caoutchouc, and iron. The first item on the exports 
list is lard and bacon, representing 4.8 millions 
(against 6 millions last year). The decrease in these 
products was balanced by the export of wheat to the 
amount of 3.6 million pengo. The export of dead
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poultry amounted to 2.2 millions (2.5), that of butter 
to 1.3 million (0.3 million), that of vegetables (mostly 
onions) to 1.2 (0.2) millions. Among industrial articles 
exported were dressed leather to the value of 3.5 
millions (1.6 mil.), silk and art silk fabrics 1.5 (1.6) 
million, wooden furniture 1 (0.6) million pengo. (From 
the "Pester Lloyd", October 13).

—  y —

HUNGARY’S PART IN THE FODDER 
SUPPLY OF EUROPE

If there is a field in which the autarchy of the 
European Continent is more than a dream it is 
certainly the supplying of European cattle breeding 
with valuable and cheap fodder. The different con
ditions of climate and soil make it possible to bring 
about an advantageous distribution of work between 
the countries of Europe.

Hungary must be considered, in the first place, 
as a productive area for coarse fodder. Even more 
important in the supplying of the European market 
with highly valuable seeds of feeding herbs. Now the 
hay produced in the Hungarian meadows is of a good 
quality and its nutritious power is not below that 
of the Alpine hay. Since, however, hay is not one of 
the easily transportable goods, its export is limited 
to the neighbouring states, Austria and Czechoslova
kia, although recently Germany and Switzerland also 
claim a considerable share as importers in this re
spect; yet, Hungary's part in the direct fodder suplly 
of Europe may be described as rather moderate. All 
the more encouraging are her prospects in respect of 
seeds for feeling herbs and grasses.

The cultivation of small seeds, especially that of 
grass seeds will be facilitated in this country by the 
presence of both the climatic and economic condi
tions for its development. It is a question of those 
peculiarities of climate and soil which determine also 
the good quality of the Hungarian wheat. Moreover, 
the extension of the cultivation of small seeds has its 
social advantages too, as it requires at least as many 
hands as the cultivation of sugar-beet, if not more. 
Various measures have already been taken in Hun
gary to increase the cultivation of small seeds. In this 
connection we must mention, first of all, the newly 
established Royal Hungarian Institute for Seed Con
trol which takes care that rules laid down for the 
germinative faculty and purity of the crop are ob
served. Those seeds which are offered for export are 
subjected to a strict control, particular emphasis 
being laid on their nutritious qualities. As an ex
porter of high class clover- and grass seeds, Hungary 
has every prospect of increasing the productivity of 
those Western countries which are her purchasers.

Under the direction of Prof. Dr. Bitteras the 
Royal Hungarian Academy of Agriculture is now 
examining the possibilities of increasing the cultiva
tion of seeds in Hungary. This question of increasing 
the cultvation of seeds which is so vitally important 
in the fodder supply of Europe, formed the principal 
subject of the Pan-European Conference of Agricult
ure, which was held in Vienna between the 9— 12th 
of September.

—  y  —

A LECTURE OF Mr. GRAHAM HUTTON 
AT BUDAPEST

By invitation of the Hungarian Economic Society 
and of the 'Hungarian Quarterly', Mr. Graham Hutton,

editor of the "Economist", on October 6th delivered 
a lecture on the problems of the British Empire, Mr. 
Hutton was first addressed by Mr. Anthony fiber, 
President of the Hungarian Economic Society, and 
before beginning his lecture said a few words of sym
pathy in connection with the death of Premier 
Gombos.

The interesting lecture was listened to by a dis
tinguished audience, in the ranks of which we saw 
Dr. Imredy, Governor of the Hungarian National Bank, 
Mr. Bela Schober, President of the British and Hun
garian Bank, Mr. Stewart, American Consul-General 
and membres of the British Legation.

R U M A N I A

TAXES RAISED IN RUMANIA
In 1932 the State collected 4.033 lei per inhabitant 

in Rumania. By 1936 this sum had risen to 8.705 lei, 
so that the rise in taxation in four years has been 
4.672 lei per inhabitant.

RUMANIA’S TIMBER EXPORTS REDUCED
A study of the report of the League Economic 

Committee reveals that Rumania’s share of Europe’s 
timber exports between January and July, 1935, was 
6.9%, but in 1936 this has declined to 6.4%. The 
reason was chiefly that the commercial and foreign 
exchange policy of the different countries put diffi
culties in the way of timber export. Most of the wood 
exported from Rumania comes from Transylvania, 
Bukovina, and Bessarabia.

— y —

Y U O  O S L A V I A

TRADE IN COMMODITIES BETWEEN 
GERMANY AND THE SOUTH-EASTERN 

STATES OF EUROPE GREATLY INCREASED

Germany's trade in commodities with the flour 
countries of South-Eeastern Europe, — Hungary, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Greece, amounted in the first 
half of the current year to 256.840.000 Reichsmarks 
as against 171.850.000 in the same period last year,
129.710.000 in 1934 and 116.630.000 in 1933. This cor
responds to an increase of 120% in four years, while 
in the same time Germany's foreign trade in general 
fell off 2—V2%. The figures of Germany's foreign 
trade with Hungary show exports to Germany to the 
value of 46.570.000 Reichsmarks and imports from 
Germany to the value of 39.870.000 against 26.460.000 
and 26.160.000 respectively in the first six months of 
last year.

— y —

SOME DATA ABOUT YUGOSLAVIA’S 
FOREIGN TRADE

Seeing that by the end of August Yugoslavia's 
foreign trade balance was well balanced, it may be 
expected to show a slight profit by the end of the 
year.
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In consequence of the lire's devaluation Italy has 
raised the Yugoslavian quota by 45%, Instead of the 
original quota of goods to the value of 62.500,000 
lires for the period extending 1st October to 31st 
March, the value of the commodities importable from 
Yugoslavia is to be 90.600.000 lires. ("Novosti" 
28th Oct.).

Today Germany absorbs 25% of Yugoslavia's ex
ports, and besides allows Yugoslavia concessions the 
like of which she does not receive from any other 
country. Germany, for instance, pays for grain with 
freely negotiable foreign exchange at the current 
price of marks. The possibilities of exportation to

S P o

F O O T B A L L
In spite of the severe defeat suffered by the 

Hungarian representative football team at the hands 
of the Czechs on 18th October, the balance is not 
unfavourable. Of the seven matches played the Hun
garians have lost two, one was a tie, and four have 
been won by them. The results were as follows:

Hungary—Germany 3:2
Hungary—Austria 5:3
Hungary—Ireland 3:3
Hungary— Italy 1:2
Hungary—Austria 5:3
Hungary—Rumania 2:1
Hungary—Czecho-Slovakia 2:5

F E N C I N G
The "Petit Journal'' of Paris has published a long 

article on Hungarian fencing, expressing warm ap
preciation of the achievements and skill of the Hun
garian champions. "We must", the article says, "pay 
a tribute of admiration to that little country of hardly 
10 million inhabitants which in short a time has 
achieved so many triumphs. The French might take 
a lesson from the Hungarians in training and 
propaganda. Fencing, like other branches of sport, has 
made great forward strides in Hungary. In fencing, 
for instance, the Hungarians are first-class. Hungarian 
epee fencers have a peculiar style of their own, which 
may be considered a mixture of the French and the 
Italian schools. The Hungarian champions are not 
resting on their laurels at present, but are making 
preparations for the international championships to be 
held in Paris at the time of the International Ex
hibition.

A T H L E T I C S
The only outstanding event this autumn was the 

Hungarian-Polish athletic meeting. The Hungarian

Germany are almost boundless. The only check on 
them is that the foreign trade balance must be kept in 
equilibrium ("Politika" Okt. 21 und 25).

Shortly before the devaluation of the Czecho
slovakian currency unusually large sums were paid 
into the National Bank of Czecho-Slovakia's Yugo
slavian account, obviously in order that the Yugo
slavian exports should bear the brunt of devaluation. 
For this reason the National Bank of Yugoslavia re
fused to accept payments made before the devaluation. 
This has resulted in a conflict between the two 
banks. Attempts to effect a settlement by compromise 
are being made ("Naplo" Oct. 27).

R T S
team won by 71.5 point to 65.5. The Belgian athletes 
joined in the competition and were beaten by the 
Poles by 78 points to 58. There was no match between 
the Belgians and the Hungarians. A comparison of 
the results of the two competitions shows that the 
Hungarian team is very superior to the Belgian one.

BOXING
The splendid results achieved by the Hungarians 

boxers in Berlin induced the leaders of boxing in the 
United States to invite them along with the Italian 
representative boxers to America. The mixed Italo- 
Hungarian team which is now on tour in America as 
the European representative team had a match in 
New York and then in Detroit where they won against 
America by 10 to 6.

—  y  —

GOLF

In the last days of September were held the 
Hungarian Golf Championship matches in Budapest. 
The men’s championship was won by Mr. John Bailey 
(Yale University, U. S. A.) against Mr. Robert Buchan 
(England), The mixed foursomes were won by 
Mrs. Bela Szlavy (Hungary) and Mr. Ross-Thomson 
(America), who made a record with a score of 68 
for the 18 holes.

THE HUNGARIAN REPRESENTATIVE 
TEAM IN ENGLAND

The English Football Association has decided to 
invite Hungary's representative team for a match on 
December 2nd. The Hungarians will play on the 
Arsenal ground against England's representative team,

— y —
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