
JULY, 1936 D A N U B I A N  R E V I E W 17

M. KIOSSEIVANOV’S NEW CABINET
As everybody knows, the Bulgarian Cabinet was 

reconstructed on 4th July; but its programme has 
undergone no change. In the sphere of foreign policy 
the items of that programme are adherence to the League 
of Nations, a rapproachement towards Yugoslavia, peace, 
understanding and cordial co-operation with Bulgaria's 
neighbours, and friendly relations with all other 
countries. In internal politics the motto of the Govern
ment programme is the manifesto of historical import 
issued on 21st of April, 1935 by King Boris, which 
assigned to the Toseff Government then in office the 
task of paving the way towards the inclusion of 
popular representation in the Government. The Wel- 
cheff outrage delayed that work, but the time has now 
arrived to realize the promises contained in the Royal 
Manifesto and draw up a new election law under 
which the general elections may be held in the second 
half of October. The appointment of M. Karagyozoff, 
former president of the Supreme Court, as Minister

of Justice and of M. Krasnovski, a justice of high 
rank and later on president of the Supreme Public 
Audit Office, as Minister of the Interior shows that 
the Government is determined to assure that the elec
tions will be conducted without any partiality. Among 
the events of the past weeks in the sphere of foreign 
politics mention must be made of the statement of the 
Bulgarian delegation at the Montreux Conference, 
according to which Bulgaria welcomed with sympathy 
the steps taken by the Turkish Government re the 
fortification of the Straits and a revision of the Treaty 
of Lausanne. These were questions of great importance 
to Bulgaria, who though a Black Sea state, was cut 
off from free communication with the sea and forced 
to transact a great part of her foreign trade by way 
of the Dardanelles. This statement deserves special 
attention in view of the fact that when Turkey was 
forced in Lausanne to demilitarize the Straits, Bulgaria 
was cut off from the Aegean Sea.
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C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A

THE MEASURES DIRECTED 
AGAINST FOREIGNERS BY THE 
CZECHO-SLOVAK DEFENCE OF 

THE STATE ACT
Mention has repeatedly been made in these 

columns of the new Czecho-Slovakian Defence of the 
State Act. In what follows we shall give a summary 
of the dispositions directed against foreigners, with 
due attention to the recently issued Ordinance re its 
execution.

As was stated in our May issue, in terms of pars. 
22 and 23 of the Act, foreigners may not be employed 
in enterprizes important from the standpoint of the 
defence of the State without the previous consent of 
the military authorities; nor can they without it be 
members of the management or supervisory committee 
or board of control of any such enterprize. According 
to Ordinance 197/1930, the following are enterprizes 
of that nature. Mines, glass, metal and enamel works, 
machine factories, chemical works, textile and paper 
mills, graphical, leather and timber industries, whole
sale trade in victuals, distilleries, ready made clothes 
and shoe manufacturies, means of communication, such 
as shipping and air-transport and all firms providing 
for transport in motor-driven machines, carriers, public 
and private nursing-homes, hospitals and infirmaries, 
manufacturies of drugs and medicines, and all concerns 
engaged in the purchasing of the raw materials re
quired by the enterprizes mentioned above.

This means that the foreign employees — or 
employees who cannot produce oapers certifying that 
they are subjects of the Czecho-Slovakian Republic — 
and the managers of industrial concerns, means of 
communication, mines, commercial concerns, chemical 
works, and even public and private hospitals can be 
dismissed at a moment's notice by order of the military

authorities. It must be remembered that in terms of 
par, 194 foreigners are "all physical persons who can
not produce proof of Czecho-Slovakian citizenship". 
A special danger to the Hungarian minority lurks in 
this paragraph, seeing that owing to the chaos pre
vailing in the question of nationality and domicile, 
the Czecho-Slovakian authorities, disregarding Article 
62 of the Treaty of Trianon, refuse to recognize as 
Czecho-Slovakian nationals about fifteen or twenty 
thousand inhabitants of Slovakia and Ruthenia. These 
for the most part are people whose mother-tongue is 
Hungarian and who under the laws valid at the time 
acquired the right of domicile in some village or town 
of those Provinces before 1st January 1910. These 
persons must now be discharged, that is to say, they 
must be replaced by others in the managements, super
visory committees, and boards of control of the above- 
mentioned enterprizes, if the military authorities refuse, 
now that the Defence of the State Act has become 
valid, to sanction their employment. Should any enter
prize refuse to obey, it mav be put under compulsory 
control and may even be deprived of its concessions. 
There is no possibility of legal appeal against the 
decision of the military authorities, even in the 
question of the nationality of the persons labelled 
untrustworthy. They cannot, of course, seek redress in 
the courts of justice, but must appeal to a council in 
the Provincial Office consisting of commissioners 
aopointed by the Ministries, and this council is not 
obliged to state the reasons for its decisions. The 
foreigners or homeless persons employed by the enter
prizes enumerated above must have the permission of 
the military authorities before they can take out 
papers of naturalization.

Under par. 49 of the Act, all foreigners were 
ordered to notify within six weeks of the date when 
the Act became valid (May 23, 1936) the Provincial 
Office of all the rights of oossession and ownership, 
or any other real rights with the exception of mort
gages. acauired by them in the frontier zone and in 
fortified places or places imnortant to the Defence of 
the Republic, They must also notify the Provincial
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Office of all rights of tenancy and lease, as well as 
of mining, water, shooting and fishing rights. The 
Provincial Office is empowered at discretion to limit 
their rights, or convey them to persons of Czecho
slovakian nationality. A map of the frontier zone 
which comprises the greater part of the Republic was 
published in the June issue of this paper. In terms of 
the Executive Ordinance No. 198/1930 the above-men
tioned obligation does not extend to the lease of 
houses or premises used to house means of communic
ation, if the tenancy is for a period shorter than two 
months. It follows that even the lease of a garage, if 
it is for longer than two months, falls into the category 
of tenancies subject to the control of the military 
authorities and may be taken from a foreigner and 
conveyed to a Czecho-Slovakian national. According 
to par. 34 permission for foreigners and homeless 
persons to reside in the frontier zone is also subject 
to the approval of the military authorities.

DECLARATION OF HUNGARIAN 
PARTY ON THE ACT

On behalf of the Hungarian Deputies' Parliament
ary Club M. Gdza Sziillo read a declaration in 
Parliament, which ran as follows: —

"We Hungarians do not fear the measures con
templated to ensure the security of the State or the 
criminal sanctions adopted to stamp out espionage; 
for the history of the Hungarians and their tragedy 
show that they keep their oath and are not spies.

"But the Hungarians fear that this law will create 
in the administration and in political life a public 
spirit which will wrest from the national minorities 
the elementary rights guaranteed to them in the Con
stitution of the Republic,

"For that reason, then, we protest publicy against 
the passing of an Act directed against the principles 
of human liberty, equality before the law, the right 
of a man to defend himself before the Courts of 
Justice, and the right of ownership. To plan a law 
of that sort is to deny everything in the way of rights 
and liberties that the Czecho-Slovak State at the time 
of its creation promised before the whole world to 
the nationalities in the Constitution of the Republic: 
it is a denial of the eternal principles of democracy 
and the road towards a dictatorship."

— y —

BRITISH MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT ON THE ACT

The London correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap" 
addressed a question to several British politicians, 
asking their opinion of the anti-minority provisions of 
the Czecho-Slovak Defence of the State Act. Their 
answers were published in the "Pesti Hirlap” of 
June 3rd:

Sir Robert Gower, leader of the Central European 
group of British M. P.'s said: — "I can see already 
that the Czecho-Slovak Defence of the State Act is 
diametrically opposed to the rights guaranteed in the 
minority treaties, and I fully understand the indigna
tion aroused in Hungary by this step on the part of the 
Czechs. I also understand the bitterness engendered by 
the Act among the Hungarian nationals living in 
Czecho-Slovakia. I have procured the text of the Act, 
nd when I have studied it thoroughly, I shall decide 
what steps my group of British M. P.s will take. Till 
then I assure the Hungarian nationals, who have every

reason to regard the Act with the gravest anxiety, 
that this assault on them will meet with the most 
energetic and determined opposition of every member 
of the British Parliament."

Mr. Adam Maitland, Conservative M, P. replied 
as follows: — "I consider it of the greatest importance 
to make the matter known to the widest circles of 
international public opinion. The protection of the 
minorities and their rights is an old tradition in 
Britain. In the past, too, Britain has always considered 
a breach of such treaties an unfortunate thing, ir
respective of the nationality of the minority in 
question. Now that the Czecho-Slovak Republic has 
passed a law the provisions of which infringe the 
minority treaties, she will find herself confronted by 
an antagonistic public opinion in Britain.

I am certain that Hungary is entitled to ask the 
League of Nations to intervene to protect the rights 
of the Hungarian minority. I feel that when the matter 
comes before the League of Nations Hungary will not 
be disappointed by the response of British public 
opinion."

Mr. Rhys Davies, Labour Party M. P. stated his 
opinion in the following words: — "I was shocked 
to learn that there existed a Government which passed 
a law making the lives of the minorities more difficult 
than before. Experience goes to show that oppression 
of this kind is its own punishment. I who have studied 
the position of the minorities on the spot feel sure 
that wisdom will get the upper hand, and that the 
Governments concerned will retract the measures 
which gravelv endanger the rights of the minorities. 
Till this is done, it is vain to hope that a spirit of 
peace will rule among the states of the Danube Valley.

Mr. William Mabane said: — “ I have no doubt 
that the response of the House of Commons will be 
a severe condemnation of the behaviour of the Czechs. 
We shall do what we can to prevent an infringement 
of rights such as the Succession States are planning 
against the minorities. Not I alone, but everybody 
else in Parliament who has the peace of Europe at 
heart, will welcome the statements made by the Prime 
Minister's deputy and the Foreign Secretary. During 
the past few years we have repeatedly put questions 
to the Government concerning a revision of the peace 
treaties, but, alas!, the answers were always evasive. 
It is therefore with all the greater satisfaction we see 
that our persevering work has reached a stage where 
a positive answer was forthcoming regarding a mo
dification of the peace treaties. The mere fact that 
the British Government is considering the question 
of territorial readjustment on the basis of a mutual 
agreement gives Hungary the right to hope for the 
possibility of a peaceful solution."

In conclusion Mr. Mabane added that he wished 
to keep the question of a revision of the Trianon 
Treaty permanently before the House of Commons, 
and was labouring to draw the attention of the Gov
ernment to the urgency of the problem,

(To be continued.)
—  y —

THE UNION OF TWO HUNGARIAN 
PARTIES

June 21 was a great day for the Hungarians living 
in Czecho-Slovakia, when, after months of prepara
tions, the formal union of the General Christian 
Socialist Party and the Hungarian National Party took 
place. The name of the united party is the "United 
General Christian Socialist and Hungarian National
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Party". M. Andrew Jaross and Count John Eszterhazy 
were elected president and acting-president respect
ively. M. Geza Sziillo and M, Joseph Szent-Ivany, 
Deputies, who were leaders of the Parties will also 
be members of the Party presidency. The new con
struction is merely a formal expression of the co
operation between the two Parties in the Prague 
Parliament, outward signs of which were a combined 
Club and joint election lists at Parliamentary and 
self-governing bodies elections. As M. Jaross, the new 
president said in his speech at Party headquarters, 
the United Party will pursue an Opposition policy and 
is openly, sincerely, and honestly determined to unite 
in itself all the Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia, as well 
as all the Slovaks, Ruthenians, Germans and Ruman
ians who have hitherto fostered the thousand-years-old 
community of interests with the Hungarians.
.... — y —

NO HUNGARIAN CHAIR IN ANY 
OF THE FOUR CZECHO-SLOVAK

UNIVERSITIES
M. Geza Sziillo, President of the Parliamentary 

Club of the Hungarian deputies and senators in 
Prague, recently addressed a question to the Minister 
o f Education in which he complained that during all 
the eighteen years of the Republic no steps had been 
taken to provide the Hungarians with the possibilities 
of university or college education. He said that for 
years the situation the two Hungarian chairs existing 
only on paper had been intolerable, and insisted that 
those chairs should be filled as soon as possible by 
the appointment of well-known scholars of Hungarian 
nationality. He demanded an adequate equipment and 
properly increased grants for the Hungarian semi
naries. What follows is an excerpt from the text of 
M. Sziillo’s question:

“ It is a clearly recognized fact that the large body 
of Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia can boast of a 
high level of culture in the past. Recently Budapest 
celebrated the tricentenary of the Petdr Pazmany 
University, the cradle of which was rocked in the ter
ritory now known as Slovakia. It was in Slovakia that 
Benedek Kisdy in 1654 founded the Kassa Academy 
of Law, and in 1667, on the initiative of Stephen Witt- 
nyedy, the Academy of Law was founded at Eperjes 
by the Evangelical Church, It was in Slovakia at Sel- 
mecbanya that Maria Theresia in the 70’s of the eigh
teenth century laid the foundation of the first Mining 
Academy in Europe, This academy was so famous 
everywhere that students flocked to it from far-distant 
foreign countries. Until the change of State took place 
there was, besides these, also a College of Economics 
in Kassa, All these colleges have been closed by the Gov
ernment; and this act has not only deprived the Hun
garians of their services, but has also been a serious 
crime against cultural progress in general.

"Later on a so-called "Hungarian chair" was set 
up, first in the Prague and then in the Pozsony 
Czecho-Slovak University, for the purpose of teaching 
Hungarian linguistics and literature, but both chairs 
were occupied by the same man, Professor Paul Buj- 
nak, a Slovak who also spoke Hungarian.

"In 1933 Professor Bujnak died, and ever since 
the Hungarian chair has been vacant in both uni
versities. In the interim it has been entrusted to 
temporary professors, the Czech national, Dr. Wladi- 
slas Smilaurer, Professor of Slav Philology in the 
Pozsony University and the Slovak, Dr. Francis Jan- 
5ovic, former head-master of the Pozsony Grammar

School, who is the teacher of Hungarian in the university 
there. Dr. Smilauer does not speak Hungarian at all Both 
of them lecture in the language of the State; and when 
the students have passed their examinations, which 
are held in that language, they receive a diploma 
qualifying them to teach the Hungarian language and 
literature in Hungarian secondary schools. It is a sadly 
grotesque situation when a professor of Czech na
tionality is authorized to certity that a student is pro
ficient in Hungarian.

’There are about 60 students of Hungarian at the 
Prague and Pozsony Universties. But is it conceivable 
that these young Hungarian candidates for a teacher's 
certificate should acquire a thorough scientific know- 
legde of the language, it they never, or hardly ever, 
hear lectures about Hungarian literature and have no 
opportunities of doing any practical work in Hun
garian literature and language? Can it be regarded a 
satisfactory settlement ol the problem when a paltry 
sum of 10U0 Czech crowns is all that is set aside an
nually for the purposes of the seminary attached to 
the Hungarian chair in Prague, while the English, 
Rumanian and Hebrew seminaries receive 3000 Czech 
crowns each and the Slav philology seminary has an 
annual grant of 20.000 Czech crowns?"

— y —

THE SUDETEN GERMAN QUESTION
Czech circles have taken offence because of a 

statement made by Herr Henlein, leader of the biggest 
Sudeta German Party, at a mass-meeting of the Party 
held in Eger. Herr Henlein, namely, said that he pre
ferred being hated in the company of Germany to ex
ploiting the hatred against Germany. Premier Hodza 
in his speech in the Senate on July 2nd severely cri
ticized Herr Henlein's statement, and expressed his 
opinion that it was the best propaganda for the auto
matic separation from the rest of the Republic of the 
territories compactly inhabited by German nationals. 
(In other words, the territorial autonomy of the Sudeta 
Germans. Ed.) The Prague Government is trying to 
counteract the determined attitude of the leader of the 
Sudeta German Party by drawing the little German 
Christian Socialist Party into the Government coali
tion and making one of its members, Herr Zajicek, 
Minister without portfolio, Herr Zajicek's appointment 
was commented on by the organ of the Autonomist 
Slovak People's Party, the "Slovak”, as follows: — 
"The Christian Socialists joining the Government co
alition will not solve the German problem. The total 
number of Government Party Germans will be 22 against 
the 44 Henleinists of the Opposition. The world may 
make the mistake of thinking that three German min
isters in the Cabinet means everything is all right, but 
will realize its mistake the moment it hears of Hen- 
lein’s 44 deputies. It is the same thing as with the 
Slovaks. It may delude foreign opinion to see that 
there is one Slovak minister — M. Hodza — to 12 
Agrarian Party deputies, and one — M. Derer — to 
6 Slovak Social Democrats. But this does not balance 
the 19 Opposition People’s Party deputies. Ministers 
who are not backed solidly by the nation and the 
constituencies they represent, have not the stable posi
tion in the country and the Government which would 
benefit that nation and those constituencies." In any 
case, Herr Zajecek's appointment merely serves to 
delay Hlinka’s fusion with the Government coalition 
so ardently desired by Prague, and for which prepa
rations have been on foot for months, naturally so far 
without result. At the meeting of the Party held in 
Nagytapolcsany M. Tiso, who is Hlinka's collaborator
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in the political guidance of the Party, declared that its 
political programme was to realize Slovakia's autono
my. He then added: "We shall join the Government 
when the demands of the Slovak nation have been 
satisfied, but we shall never do so for sake of seats 
in the Cabinet or in the interest of individuals."

— y —

SLOVAKS COMPLETELY IGNORED 
IN THE CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY

In an article published in the "Slovak” on June 
4th, M. Hassik, Slovak People's Party deputy and 
member of the Parliamentary Army Committee, stated 
that there were only 10 Slovak officers in the Czecho
slovak General Staff. Of the 3,600 cadets registered 
in the Kranice Military Academy in MarischweiBkir- 
chen between 1922 and 1935 only 127 were Slovaks, 
and there was not one single Slovak among the 300 
apprentices at the munition works in Briinn.

______ _ — y —

R U M A N I A

RELIABILITY OF OCTAVIAN 
GOGA S STATEMENTS

In the first number of "Berlin and Volk", 1936, 
we read that when Titulescu was delivering a speech 
against the minorities, Octavian Goga interrupted him, 
saying: "In the days of the old Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy there was not a single railway employee, 
down to the last signalman, who was not forced to 
magyarize his family name." Although Goga's allega
tion is so well known to be false that it is scarcely 
worth while refuting it, we publish below a summary 
of the statistics concerning the names of the State 
Railway employees published in the official gazette 
(Magyarorszag Tiszti Cim- es Nevtara) for 1914:

Hungarian German Slav Other
nationality

names names names

Total 6.515 3.637 1.654 968 257
% 100.0 55.8 25.4 14 9 3.9

These statistics which may be checked by every
body, show that only 55.8% of the State Railway 
employees had Hungarian-sounding names, while 
25.4% had German and 14.9% Slav-sounding ones. 
This is how matters stood in reality and not as 
Octavian Goga — thanks less to a fertile imagination 
than to a fair amount of malevolence-alleges. (Stud. 
1936, vol. IV, No. 84, April 10.)

— y —

M. AVARESCU ON DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN TRANSYLVANIA AND 

THE OLD KINGDOM

In order to avoid the restoration celebrations on 
8th. June — which were made so memorable by the 
presence of the heads of the Little Entente States and 
the Cotroceni catastrophe — Marshall Averescu went

to Jassy. In a speech delivered there he said: — “All 
Rumanians are certainly united politically, but no 
spiritual union has followed. Today the differences 
seperating Rumanian from Rumanian are greater than 
they were in pre-war times. The Rumanians in Tran
sylvania look down on those of the Regate as a kind 
of gypsy folk.” ("Curentul”, June 8).

M. George Bratianu, the dissenting Liberal leader, 
made a simifarly interesting statement in his speech 
at the restoration celebrations: — "Rumania — he 
said — is still waiting for a restoration — the restor
ation of honesty and moral integrity in public life." 
("Dimineata” , June 8th. and "Curentul” , June 9th.) 
In its issue of 30th. June the latter paper wrote: — 
"Corruption, bakshish, and wide-spread poverty are 
the phenomena that characterize internal conditions in 
Rumania."

A  FORMER RUMANIAN PREMIER’S 
AND A  PUBLIC ATTORNEY’S 

ATTACKS ON THE HUNGARIANS
At a meeting held in Nagyszeben on 21st, June 

M, Vajda-Voivod, former Prime Minister and the 
father of the ”Numerus Valachicus", made the follow
ing statement: —  "I know that we are living in a 
country with several million inhabitants of other 
tongues. We cannot pack them into the train and send 
them out of the country. But we must pass laws that 
will make them go of themselves”. ("Csiki Lapok", 
June 28). M. Colfescu, Public Attorney in Kolozsvar, 
who has been heard more than once making similar 
attacks on the Hungarians at the trials of the minority 
pressmen, recently said in a lecture delivered in Szat- 
mar: — "It is not only a question of Rumanian national 
self-defence, but also an international necessity to 
sweep the Hungarians away both from the Succession 
States and the plains of Pannonia as yet free." ("Deli 
Hirlap)), June 12).

HUNGARIAN NEWSPAPERS FORCED 
TO CHANGE THEIR NAMES

In pre-war Hungary the Rumanian newspapers 
could freely use Rumanian geographical names both in 
their titles and their text. Thus, for instance, nobody 
ever thought of forcing the Brasso "Gazeta Transyl- 
vanei" to change its name to "Gazeta Erdelyului", But 
the Rumanian censor has forbidden the use of Hun
garian names, first of places, then of provinces (Tran
sylvania, the Banate), in the text and the titles of the 
newspapers.

A few months ago the "Szamos", a daily published 
for 68 years in Szatmar, was ordered by the Prefect 
of the county, acting on instructions from higher 
quarters, to choose another title seeing that "Szamos" 
(the name of a river) was a geographical term and as 
such, under the Ordinance issued by the censor, 
might not be used in its Hungarian form. On May 
12th the paper received another writ ordering the 
first to be carried out by May 15th. In consequence, 
from May 16th on the "Szamos" has appeared under 
the title of "Szabadsajto". (“Szamos", May 15.)

In an equally arbitrary way the Prefect of the 
county of Bihar, citing ordinances 84659— 1592 and 
1244— 1936 of the Ministry for the Interior, forbade 
the "Erdelyi Lapok" and the "Erdelyi Neplap" to ap
pear under those titles, because the name of Tran
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sylvania was used in its Hungarian form (Erdely). 
The publishers of the papers asked for a respite — 
the Prefect’s orders were dated May 22nd — but the 
general commanding the 17th infantry Brigade would 
not agree, so that trom June 2nd on the papers in 
question could not use the word "Erdely" in their 
titles. The "Erdelyi Lapok" became "Uj Lapok" and 
the "Erdelyi Neplap", "Neplap".

These measures are a flagrant violation of the 
minority treaty of December yth, in terms of which 
no Rumanian citizen is to be prevented from using 
any language he wishes in the press or any other 
publications.

Besides the papers above-mentioned, the following 
have also been compelled to take another name: the 
Arad "Erdelyi Hirlap”, a daily, the "Erdelyi Tudo- 
sito", a religious periodical, the "Erdelyi Gazda", a 
farming paper, and the "Erdelyi Szemle”, a literary 
periodical appearing in Kolozsvar (Cluj), It is true 
that the Rumanian Minister of the Interior has re- 
patedly told Mr. Wilier, Hungarian M. P, that in
structions have been sent to all the prefects in Tran
sylvania and the Banate not to prevent in future the 
free use of Hungarian place-names either in the text 
or the titles of newspaper, but, for all that, the Hun
garian papers which had been forbidden to use Hun
garian names have not yet been allowed to resume 
their old titles.

-  y —

MORE REMOVALS OF HUNGARIAN 
MEMORIALS

On 3rd of June a memorial tablet with a Hun
garian inscription was removed from the Town Hall 
in Nagybanya, a Hungarian town in Rumania. The 
inscription stated that Alexander Petofi, the great 
Hungarian poet, had put up in the inn which stood 
on the spot now occupied by the Town Hall, on 8th 
September 1847. The tablet which was placed in the 
wall of the old Stephen Tower on the 600th anni
versary of its erection was also removed, as were the 
tablets in the wall of a private building placed there 
in memory of the historian Schonherr and the actor 
Lendvay and the statue of the latter which stood in 
one of the public squares of the town. ("Nepujsag”, 
July 3.)

THE „CSIK PRIVATE PROPERTY44 
AFFAIR

In the columns of this paper mention has more 
than once been made for the fact that in the matter 
of the "Csik Private Property" which was confiscated 
without any compensation in 1923 by the State, the 
League of Nations Council on 24th of September, 
1932 ordered Rumania to restore, besides all the town 
property, 19°/o of the forest and grazing lands (6704 
hectares). But — contrary to the League decision — 
the Law passed in 1934 stipulated that the property 
in question was to be restored only if all claims to 
any other property were withdrawn. At the last 
meeting of the Board of Directors it was decided that 
a statement of this nature could not be signed, be
cause the stipulation ran contrary to the League de
cision, even to the Constitution of the State, and the 
confiscation was in any case an illegal act. The Board 
of Directors is to seek legal redress in the domestic 
Courts of Justice. But as the State is meanwhile

felling the forests, by the time the Courts have given 
judgment all that the "Csik Private Property" will get 
back is a denuded territory. ("Nepujsig", July 3).

ABOUT 200  HUNGARIAN POSTAL 
AND TELEGRAPH EMPLOYEES 

DISMISSED RECENTLY
The language examination in vogue in Rumania 

are still taking tneir toll of victims. It now and then, 
tor the sake of appearances, one or two Hungarian 
employees who were cast out of their jobs are re
instated, a whole host of others are immediately dis
missed. The "Releti Ujsag'', quoting the Rumanian 
official gazette, has published a list of the minority 
postal-and-telegraph employees who have been dis
charged from the Civil Service on the pretext that 
their knowledge of the language of the State was 
inadequate. In that list we find 156 Hungarians 
employed in the Post Office and 27 Hungarian tele
phone employees, all of whom were dismissed without 
warning and without any compensation or pensions. 
Many of these unfortunates are persons who had 
once already been reinstated in their posts by the 
Statutory Committee when it was found that they had 
a thorough knowledge of Rumanian, But the majority 
of them never had their cases tried by the Committee 
at all, and their instantaneous dismissal came as a 
complete surprise to the astonished victims. A 
number of them are employees who were promoted a 
few months ago. (“Keleti Ujsag" May 5).

— y —

ALL FILMS TO BEAR RUMANIAN 
INSCRIPTIONS ONLY

A new bill has been recently drafted in Bucharest, 
which prohibits the use of foreign inscriptions on films 
as from January 1st, 1937, allowing them to have only 
Rumanian inscriptions after that date. If this bill is 
passed it will make the position of minority languages 
even more precarious than it is now. Hitherto, it will 
be remembered, the films bore Rumanian, German, 
and Hungarian inscriptions.

The "Prezentul", a Bucharest newspaper dealing 
with economics, reports that the Rumanian Govern
ment's new Film Order, which forbids captions in 
minority languages, was first submitted to the legis
lative board which examines all Bills before they are 
introduced, to ascertain whether they are constitutional 
or not. The board found that the prohibition of cap
tions in a foreign language was at variance with pa
ragraph 3 of article 8, of the Minority Treaty, which 
expressly stipulates that all citizens are to have the 
right to use their mother-tongues in the press and 
other publications. Therefore the board advised the 
cancelling of the Order. But the Rumanian Ministry 
in question, ignoring this advice, has promulgated the 
anti-minority Film Order.

APPALLING RESULTS AT  
EXAMINATIONS IN THE MINORITY 

SCHOOLS

In Sz6kelyfalu 21 of the 39 pupils of the 
Reformed Church elemetary school failed in their



22 D A l f U B I A N  R E V I E W

examinations before a committee the members of which 
did not understand a word of the Hungarian replies 
given by the children. ("Brassoi Lapok“ , Juli 1). Only 
17 of the 133 pupils of the Roman Catholic Gymna
sium (secondary school) for boys, which was deprived 
of its rights as a public school, were allowed to pass 
to a higher class by a committee of examiners con
sisting of foreign teachers. Thus over 87% of the 
pupils were made to fail. (“Deli Hirlap” , June 21). 
At the elementary school examination in the purely 
Hungarian town of Marosvasarhely the parents of the 
Hungarian pupils were appalled to learn that their 
children had not received any instruction whatever in 
Hungarian. They have lodged a complaint with the 
Minister of Education. (“Nepujsag", June 21).

COMMUNAL GRANTS TO MINORITY 
DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS 

STOPPED

Under one of the Rumanian laws villages were 
obliged to allot 14% of their budget to educational 
purposes. Hitherto denominational schools got their 
share of that 14%, Recently, however, an order was 
sent to 26 Hungarian places in the county of Maros- 
Torda, forbidding them to give any aid to denomina
tional schools. The whole of the 14% was to be de
voted to the use of State schools. In places where the 
only school was a denominational one, the money was 
to be set aside for the building of a State school. 
(“Brassoi Lapok", June 22), This order is a flagrant 
breach of par. 2, Article 10 of the Paris minority 
treaty.

— y —

SITUATION OF RELIGIOUS 
MINORITIES

The Prefect of the County of Szatmar has written 
to the Roman Catholic Bishop ordering the immediate 
removal of the statues of St. Stephen and St. Emeric 
from the main entrance of the Roman Catholic Cath
edral. The same step has 'been taken with regard to 
the Roman Catholic parish of Felsobanya (Baia-Sprie) 
which has two similar statues standing in the main 
entrance of its church. In his reply the Bishop stated 
that he did not consider himself authorized to remove 
the statues which must be looked upon as relics of 
national value. (Keleti Ujsag, March 6th, 1936, vol. 
XIX., no. 53.). — Government contribution to the stipend 
of the Rev. Joseph Andras, parish priest in the village 
of Zagon, has been withdrawn, because he did not 
attend the national festivals on May 10th. The priest 
produced sufficent evidence to prove that he had been 
called upon at the same time to administer extreme 
unction to a dying man. (Erdelyi Lapok, February 14th, 
1936, no. 36.). — The Rev. Eugene Kiss, Unitarian 
Minister in the village of Homorodkemenyfalva, has 
been accused of propaganda-work hostile to the inter
ests of the State: what he actually did was to protest 
against the attempts of the State church to convert 
his own parishioners. (Szekely Kozelet, February 8th, 
1936.). — The Inspector of Schools in Radautz (Buco
vina) has ordered that, in addition to the other sub
jects, the teaching of religion should also be given in 
Rumanian only. (Banater Deutsche Zeitung, February 
21st, 1936.). Now the minority clergy in the 
county of Maros-Torda have received an order 
informing them that under the General Decree

no. 10.820 of 16th April issued by the Super
intendent of the District Police in Kolozsvar, no sort 
of religious meeting or festival may be held without 
permission from the Ministry of Public Education. 
(“Brassoi Lapok"). The Public Prosecutor keeps 
levelling an avalanche of charges of incitement to re
bellion against the minority clergy. In the county of 
Udvarhely, for instance, where charges of this nature 
are being tried at Szekelyudvarhely almost daily, the 
Rev. Arpad Szekely, a Roman Catholic priest, was 
sentenced to one month's gaol and a fine of 1.500 lei 
for having taken two Hungarian children who had 
been compelled to attend the Greek Catholic school 
back to the Roman Catholic one. The State aid (con- 
grua) enjoyed by the Rev. J. Palffy, a Unitarian 
clergyman, was stopped bey the Ministry of Public 
Education without any enquiries into the matter, 
simply because the Rumanian Anthem was not being 
played on the organ in his church, The report of the 
gendarmes upon which the punbishment was based, 
neglected to state that the only musical instrument 
the church possessed was a useless old harmonium. 
(“Brassoi Lapok" May 20.) The Rev. Pongracz Gel- 
lert, a Roman Catholic priest of the Minorite Order, 
has been arrested for having — it is alleged — made 
irredentist statements in a funeral sermon. (“Brassoi 
Lapok", May 16.)

— y  —
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Y U G O S L A V I A

LICENCE REFUSED TO HUNGARIAN 
CULTURAL SOCIETY

As we reported at the time, the Ban of the 
Danube Banate dissolved the Hungarian Cultural 
Society in Nagybecskerek in April of 1934. There was 
no reason for dissolving this only central cultural 
organisation of the Hungarians. Since then the Society 
was reorganized, but its regulations were not endorsed 
by the authorities. The reason given, which was quite 
unfounded, was that the members of its committee 
were not sufficient guarantee that the Society would 
confine its activity to cultural matters untainted by 
politics. After this refusal the Society was formed 
again with a new committee consisting of persons who 
never had anything to do with politics. In spite of 
this the Minister of Education has again refused to 
sanction the Society and has not considered it neces
sary to state his reasons.

TWO STANDARDS

At the end of May the German town of Ujver- 
basz sent a delegation of five to the Minister of 
Public Education in Belgrade to ask that the second
ary school in that place which had been reduced to 
four classes should again be gradually built up to its 
full eight-class status, and that a parallel eight-class 
German department should be opened. The Minister 
of Public Education promised to attend to the matter 
and if possible to grant the request. But the same 
Minister of Public Education has curtly refused — 
as was reported in our May issue — to grant a 
similar request proferred by the 87% Hungarian town 
of Zenta.

At the March session of the Banate Council in 
the Danube Banate Dr. Francis Meszaros, Hungarian
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Banate Councillor, announced that in the district of 
Zenta twelve perfectly good school-buildings had 
been closed for years. Despite repeated urgent appeals 
to the Ministry of Public Education no teachers had 
been cent to those elementary schools situated in a 
purely Hungarian region. As a result of this wilful 
neglect hundreds of Hungarian children of school 
age have had no opportunity for years of receiving 
elementary instruction.. At one sitting of the Banate 
Council Dr. Gajo, a physician of Stara-Kanjiza (6- 
Kanizsa) complained that the school inspectors in 
the minority districts did not speak the minority 
languages. The extremely detrimental effect of this 
unsatisfactory situation was that, to curry favour with 
the school inspector, who was ignorant of the minority 
language, or indeed, in most cases, acting on his in
structions, the teachers in the minority departments 
of the schools taught the majority of the subjects in 
the curriculum in the language of the State, instead 
of in the pupils' mother-tongue. This was a flagrant 
violation of Article 8 of the Minority Treaty and of 
§ 45 of the Yugoslav Elementary Education Act. The 
same treatment of Hungarian educational affairs was 
also noticeable in connection with the appointment of 
teachers. To quote one instance, not a single teacher 
of Hungarian nationality was to be found among the 
300 recently appointed, although it was primarily the 
staff of Hungarian teachers, systematically reduced 
from the very beginning, that should have been in
creased to meet the requirements of minority 
education.

— y —

SITUATION OF HUNGARIAN 
SCHOOLS

The recent statistical figures on education in Yugo
slavia, published in 1935, show that there are alto
gether 8628 elementary and lower secondary schools 
to be found in Yugoslavia, with 27.369 teachers. On 
account of its percentage the Hungarian minority may 
claim 308 elementary schools with 1232 classes and 
977 teachers. However, there are not more than 528 
elementary classes in which a few subjects are being 
taught in Hungarian; taking four classes for each 
elementary school, this means only 132 such schools. 
Even these schools are under Serb direction, and the 
Hungarians have absolutely no influence on their work, 
and no right of control or inspection. There are 364 
teachers employed in these schools; most of them are 
Serbs who know very little or no Hungarian. There 
are no Hungarian private schools to be found in Yugo
slavia. Cardinal Rafail Rodich, of Belgrade, recently 
declared that, according to the Concordate, which has 
not been put into action yet, it will be possible to 
increase the number of existing denominational private 
schools. On this statement we wish to offer the follow
ing comments:

In August 1920, the denominational private schools 
in the new territories were taken over by the State; 
after this there were 50 Slav private elementary schools 
and 14 secondary schools left in Croatia, Slovenia and 
Bosnia. In the Voivodina, on the other hand, which

was taken away from Hungary, several private schools, 
303 denominational, 67 municipal, and 9 proprietary 
schools have been taken over or closed. In other words, 
the nationalization of private schools was most ruth
lessly carried out in those territories where it chiefly 
concerned Hungarian private schools.

— y —

NEW PRIVILIGES FOR 
DOBROVOLJACI W AR VOLUNTERS

Our May issue reported that the Dobrovoljaci 
Congress held in the first years aftfer the War estab
lished the fact that the Dobrovoljaci certificates were 
being sold for sums between 5000 and 10.000 dinars 
each, as a result of which there were over 35.000 
Dobrovoljaci on the registration lists who were en
joying all sorts of privileges. The Serbo-Bunyevac 
national guard formed in Szabadka in the November 
of 1918 on the pretext that they were to maintain 
order, now asks the Government to discriminate in 
favour of its members when civil service posts are 
being filled, and to let them have free grants of land 
by means of a new Land Reform. The fulfilment of 
the latter request would threaten the Hungarian land- 
owners with the expropriation of their last remaining 
acres. It is typical of the extent of the privileges 
granted to the Dobrovoljaci at the expense of the tax
payers, but especially of the national minorities, that 
the Minister of Finance issued a decree last month 
cancelling 60 to 80 per cent of the 90 million dinars 
lent to the Dobrovoljaci and Ch^tniki (Komitajis) for 
building purposes from the settlement funds. As the 
majority of the Dobrovoljaci were settled down in the 
Voivodina ) formerly Southern Hungary) the sum 
lacking on account of the above-mentioned writing 
off of 50% of their debts will be made good by laying 
a heavier burden of taxes on the shoulders of the 
population of that district, the majority of whom are 
minority nationals.

— y —

YUGOSLAV JOURNALISTS’ 
CONGRESS DEMANDED ABOLITION 

OF CENSORSHIP

On the occasion of the centenary jubilee of the 
Croatian press the Yugoslav journalists held their 
annual Congress in Zagreb on May 24th. The Con
gress passed a resolution demanding the immediate 
abolition of the censorship. This unanimous resolution 
was naturally adopted by the national minorities 
whose newspapers are being treated with exceptional 
severity by the censor, so much so that since seven 
and a half years they have not been allowed to print 
a word about the wrongs or the legitimate demands 
of the minorities.
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