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study and writing. His books also show the very 
same strange combination. The careful, serious 
scholar cannot refrain from making practical 
allusions, and he gives scholarly facts side by 
side with his personal experiences. In his Dis
course of War in General the passage where he 
mentions Hungary is most typical of this kind. He 
says:

"The Polonians, Hungarians and some other 
far remote nations, had yielded themselves in sub
jection, more than merely spiritual, even to those 
popes whom Italy knew to be detestable men.” 
(The Works of Sir Walter Ralegh, Oxford, 1828. 
8 vols, Vol. VIII. p. 272.)

This is the opinion of the protestant Ralegh 
of some Catholic countries which accept blindly 
the authority of the Pope. Ralegh never hesitated 
to criticise freely kings and princes. James I. was 
very displeased with his "History of the W orld" 
for the same reason, so that his book was sup
pressed is 1614.

Another reference to the Hungarian ducket 
(ducat) may be found in his Observations upon 
Trade and Commerce, one of his most brilliant 
writings, which shows a deep insight into practical 
life. "Touching the Coyne" he makes the following 
clever statement:

"For the most part all Monarchies and free 
States, both Heathen and Christian, as Turkey, 
Barbery, France, Poland, and others, do hold for 
a rule of never-failing profit, to keep their Coyne 
at higher rates within their own territories, than it 
is in other Kingdoms”  (p. 373.). Then he goes 
on to quote the different rates of coins. "The Hun
gary Ducket", he says, "had been raised from 56 
Polish groshes to 77". So "the Hungary Ducket is 
worth by account in Poland 10s. 4d. and in Eng
land but 7s” . To which we may add that history 
merely repeats itself, this having been the case 
with many currencies in the countries mentioned 
by Ralegh in post-war times too.

The Hungary of Bacon is of a quite different 
character. He was preeminently a historian, so his 
interest is mainly in the welfare and sovereign of 
the country. In his works we get a few historical 
references which are however not very exact in 
detail. The eminent historian of "Henry V II." did 
not attach sufficient importance to these odd re
marks to go so far as to look up everything

precisely.
In his Apophthegms, New and Old we get a 

little anecdote about a certain King of Hungary:
"There was a King of Hungary who took a 

Bishop in battle, and kept him prisoner. W here
upon the Pope writ a monitory to him, for that he 
had broken the privilege of Holy Church and 
taken his son. The King sent an embassage to him, 
and sent withal the armour wherein the Bishop 
was taken, and this only in writing, Vide num haec 
sit vestis filii tui" (The W orks of Francis Bacon 
ed. by James Spedding. London, 1859. 8 vols. Vol. 
VII. p. 131.). Had our king been a historical person 
his action would have probably pleased Ralegh!

In his Notes on the State of Christendom 
Bacon gives an account of the historical Hungary; 
he however makes an obvious slip, speaking of the 
Emperor Adolphe (meaning Rudolph, 1576— 1608) 
of the house of Austriche, son to Maximilian. He 
says that "the maintenance of the garrisons of Hun
gary cost one million dollars. The Emperor pays 
40000 dollars yearly tribute to the Turks, which 
amounts to the sum of 100000 with presents and 
costs of ambassadors. On the other hand the re
venues and subsidies of Hungary do not pass
100.000 florins, whereas the charge of Hungary 
amounts to one million and a half” (ibid. Vol. VIII. 
p. 23). If the above figures are true, we cannot 
help wondering that Hungary was worth having 
to the Austrian emperors.

A  few pages further on Bacon speaks of 
Stephen Bathori (he spells his name Batoaye) 
baron of Hungary who became King of Poland, "a 
prince of the greatest value and courage of any at 
this day, of competent years, sufficient wisdom” . . . 
“The Hungarians could be content to exchange the 
Emperor for him. The Bohemians likewise wish 
him in the stead of the other. He were like to 
attain to the Empire, were there not that mortal 
enmity between those two nations as could not 
agree in one su b je c t io n ..."  (ibid. p. 29.).

No comment is needed on these remarks. The 
keen eye of Bacon recognised the great qualities 
of a statesman in Stephen Bathori, and he wished 
him King of Hungary instead of the Emperor. We 
must bear in mind that Bacon speaks here of con
temporary historical events. And it is a great 
tribute to us that Bacon took such an interest in 
our political affairs.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S I C

HUNGARIAN INSTITUTE IN W ARSAW  OPENED 
BY HUNGARIAN MINISTER OF EDUCATION

At the end of October thirteen eminent Polish 
journalists visited Hungary for the purpose of study
ing the political, cultural and economic situation of 
that country, Hungarian society accorded the repre
sentatives of the press of the sister nation a warm and 
enthusiastic reception; and there was a long round 
of public and private ceremonies and entertainments

during the week's stay in Hungary of the Polish 
journalists. Special mention is due to the fact that the 
Polish guests were received in the Prime Ministry on 
October 23rd. by General Gombos, the Hungarian 
Prime Minister himself.

On November 3rd. Dr. Valentine Homan, Hunga
rian Minister of Education, arrived in Warsaw. On
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this occasion the President of the Republic of Poland 
conferred upon Minister Homan and Secretary-of-State 
Kalman Szily the Grand Cordon of the Polonia Resti
tute Order. Distinctions were conferred also upon the 
members of the Minister’s suite. At the same time the 
Hungarian Minister of Education handed M. Chylinski, 
Polish Minister of Education, the cordon of Grand 
Commander of the Hungarian Order of Merit.

The Hungarian Minister was received in Poland 
with the greatest courtesy. He was shown the Warsaw 
"Stephen Bathory” Grammar School (gymnasium), 
which received its name from the great sixteenth- 
century Prince of Transylvania who later became King 
of Poland. Hungarian public opinion was deeply im
pressed by the scene enacted when Minister Homan 
visited a geography class there and listened to an 
address by one of the pupils of the school dealing 
v/ith the geographical situation of Hungary, with the 
country of St. Stephen and Louis the Great, the latter 
of whom was also King of Poland, and finally v/ith 
the injustices committed in the Treaty of Trianon.

The clou of Minister Homan's visit to Warsaw was 
the opening of the Hungarian Institute in that city. The 
public present at this ceremony included, in addition 
to M. Chylinski, Polish Minister of Education, the 
leading officials of the Polish Ministries of Education 
and Foreign Affairs, practically all the professors of 
the Pilsudski University, and representatives of the 
grammar schools and of the school inspectorates of 
Warsaw. The Institute has been located in the building 
of the Warsaw Science Society, in the name of which 
corporation Professor Sierpinski addressed words of 
most cordial greeting to the Hungarian Minister. Min
ister Valentine Homan replied in a Latin speech in 
which he emphasised that after having passed through 
severe ordeals the Hungarian nation was convinced 
that the best guarantee of national development con
sisted in the maintenance of its standard of intellectual 
culture and in the furtherance of erudition. In keeping 
with the spirit of its thousand years' history it was 
endeavouring to find the ways and means towards a 
co-operation with the culture of other nations belong
ing to the Latin-Christian community. That was why 
it had established a Hungarian Institute and Library 
in the Capital of the friendly Polish nation for the 
purpose of enabling Polish students to familiarise 
themselves with Hungarian history, Hungarian culture 
and Hungarian life. The new cultural institute and 
library — the splendid and choice material of which 
excited the sincere admiration of the Polish savants 
present at the opening ceremony — were consecrated 
by Mgr. Szlagovski, Bishop of Warsaw.

After the ceremony of inauguration M. Chylinski, 
Polish Minister of Education, gave a dinner in honour 
of the Hungarian guests. When toasting the visitors 
the Polish Minister gave a superb characterisation of 
the historical friendship uniting the two countries:

"The friendly relations between Hungary and 
Poland" — he said — "are traditional and date 
centuries back. There is a surprising similarity between 
the historical development of Hungary and that of 
Poland. Both countries fought to preserve Christianity 
and Western civilisation. The years of glory were 
followed by years of mourning and humiliation; and 
at such times Poland and Hungary mutually offered 
encouragement to one another by reciprocal devotion 
to the cause of liberty and independence. The figure 
of General Bern is a glory alike to Hungary and to 
Poland, The two countries have always co-operated 
in both the political and the cultural field. Our co
operation in the cultural field is continually being 
strengthened. The object in view is that we should 
mutually assist one another in the field of culture by 
reciprocally familiarising ourselves with one another's

language and culture. During your visit to Poland 
Your Excellency will have air opportunity to see that 
our mutual traditions are the basis of our co
operation in the present, as they have been in the 
past. The Polish-Hungarian Cultural Convention con
cluded on October 21st., 1934, is a guarantee that the 
friendly relations between the two countries is based 
upon mutual understanding and appreciation."

In his answer Dr. Valentine Homan, one of the 
most eminent representatives of Hungarian historical 
science, said — among other things —, "In the earlier 
part of my career my work as a historian and a 
student of Hungarian history in particular enabled 
me to witness to the historical value of the friend
ship between Poland and Hungary and of the con
tinuity and significance of the ties binding the two 
nations in friendship for centuries. Today I am here 
on Polish soil, as the person responsible for the 
educational policy of Hungary, to bear witness to the 
firmness and actuality of that historical friendship. 
The cultural convention concluded recently between 
Poland and Hungary is an organic continuance and 
an institutional guarantee of the intellectual inter
course between the two nations which has existed 
for centuries and is always producing fresh fruit. The 
institutions and channels of intercourse to be built 
up on this foundation will serve — so I make bold 
to hope and believe — as sure pledges of the future 
intellectual co-operation between Poland and Hun
gary. I beg to assure Your Excellency that the Hun
garian Government is fully conscious of the great 
historical significance and cultural value of these 
friendly ties."

The following day the Hungarian Minister of 
Education visited the elementary school called after 
General Joseph Bern, the great hero of the Polish 
insurrection and of the Hungarian War of Indepen
dence, and also the girls' industrial high school; after
wards the Minister was received in audience by M. 
Moscicki, President of the Republic of Poland, re
maining with the President half an hour. Then the 
Warsaw University of Sciences which bears the name 
of Joseph Pilsudski incorporated Minister Homan as 
Doctor of Philosophy honoris causa. According to the 
words spoken by Professor Handelsmann in his 
inaugural address this distinction has been conferred 
in return for the services rendered by Valentine Ho
man in the furtherance of researches into the historical 
connections between Hungary and Poland and for the 
contribution of the Minister towards the development 
of Hungarian historical science. M. Antoniewicz. 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, having read and handed 
to Minister Homan the diploma of doctor honoris 
causa, the latter made a speech in Latin in which he 
expressed his thanks for the distinction. In this speech 
Homan stressed the fact that despite their having 
been neighbours for centuries there had never been 
any hitch in the friendship between the two peoples, 
that being due to the identity of the philosophical and 
cultural factors which have directed their historical 
development and to the identity of their respective 
historical missions. They had simultaneously joined 
the Latin Christian cultural community of Europe and 
had simultaneously laid the foundations of the new 
development of their national culture, basing the same 
not only on the elements of their own ancient racial 
culture but also on the Christian culture of the West, 
and deriving the impulse towards that development 
at all times from the current of thought springing 
from Occidental culture. They had simultaneously 
become conscious of their respective missions in the 
history of the world being the defence of Western 
civilisation and the propagation of Western culture.

After the ceremony of incorporation Rector Pien-
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kowski gave a lunch in honour of the Hungarian 
visitors. In toasting the guests the Rector emphasised 
that efforts should be made to establish permanent 
connections between the savants and the universities 
of Hungary and Polanl which should defy every 
ordeal. At the same time he assured the Hungarian 
Minister of Education that all Hungarian scholars 
coming to Poland would be received by the University 
of Warsaw in a manner which would certainly make 
them feel at home.

The Society of Polish Historiographers later on 
gave a tea in honour of Minister Homan.

On the third day of his stay in Warsaw Dr. 
Homan attended the first sitting of the Polish sub
committee of the Polish-Hungarian Intellectual Co
operation. This committee was formed on the basis 
of last year’s cultural agreement. Replying to 
the Polish Foreign Minister's words of welcome 
Dr, Homan said that two important events due in the 
near future would witness to the strengthening of 
Polish-Hungarian intellecual co-operation. After in
specting the Polish Central Institute of Physical 
Culture and the National Archives Dr. Homan paid 
a visit to Mr. Koscialowski, Polish Prime Minister.

On November 6-th the Hungarian Minister, ac
companied by Mr. Chylinski, Minister of education, 
did homage to the memory of General Pilsudski before 
the urn containing his hearth in St. Theresia's Church 
in Vilna. Dr. Homan laid a wreath on the urn. Then 
Dr. Homan visited several schools, after which he 
attended a gala meeting of the Bathory University, 
where he was welcomed by the Rector of the Univer
sity, Mr. Staniewicz and Professor Zdiechowski, Pre
sident of the Polish-Hungarian Society. In the evening 
the Rector of the University gave a dinner in 
honour of his Hungarian guest. In his toast Dr. Ho
man spoke of the historical friendship between Poland 
and Hungary, of which Stephen Bathory was the 
personification, who, from being a Prince of Transyl
vania, had been called to the throne of Poland, and 
the most beautiful and expressive symbols of which 
were the former Hungarian university in Kolozsvar 
(Cluj) and the still flourishing Polish university in 
Vilna.

From Vilna the Hungarian Minister went on to 
Cracow, At the railway station the Hungarian guests 
were welcomed warmly by Bishop Godlcwski, profes
sor of the Jagello University. Then Dr. Homan paid 
an official visit to Voivode Malasinski, then to Cardi
nal Sapieha, and afterwards to the President of the 
Municipal Council and the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Jagello University. From thence he proceeded with 
his suite to the Wawel fortress and laid wreaths on 
the coffins of Stephen Bathory and General Pilsudski 
in the royal crypt.

On his return from Poland Dr. Homan, speaking 
about the results of his visit, said that in the near 
future the plan of exchanging university professors 
would be realised, each Party to send one professor 
to the other country. A Polish and a Hungarian art

exhibition were being planned for next year in Buda
pest and Cracow respectively. In the summer the 
propaganda which was so succesful last year in 
increasing the number of Polish students attending 
summer university courses in Hungary, would be con
tinued. This summer 29 Polish students attended the 
university courses in Debrecen, and the prospects 
were that a greater number would do so in 1936.

After the Minister of Education's arrival home 
the rider to the cultural agreement concluded between 
the Polish and Hungarian Governments on October 
21-st 1934 was made public. The main points of this 
rider are as follows: —

The Royal Hungarian Government will continue 
to maintain the Hungarian Institute in Warsaw. The 
Polish Government will organise a Polish Institute in 
Budapest. The Hungarian Government will see that 
the history of the Polish nation shall continue to be 
taught in the Hungarian universities; while the Polish 
Government will order Hungarian history to be 
taught in the Joseph Pilsudski University in Warsaw. 
The Government will consider which scientific themes 
might be distributed among Hungarian and Polish 
scientists as v/orking material, or might be suitable 
matter for joint publication. The two Governments will 
mutually facilitate the study of archives, with special 
consideration for the needs of historical research. The 
number of Hungarian books in Polish libraries will be 
increased, — and vice versa. Each of the Governments 
will take steps to facilitate the exchange of official 
publications between the two countries, as well as 
the exchange of periodicals published by scientific 
institutions controlled by the State; will organise the 
exchange of university and college professors; will 
give fellowships to such citizens of the other country 
as are recommended by their own State; will use 
every means to make it easy for the greatest possible 
number of university students — or of young uni
versity graduates respectively — to attend the summer 
holiday courses arranged by the universities of the 
other Party; will facilitate the teaching of the other 
country’s language by lectors; will from time to time 
exchange lists of the scientific and literary works 
which are considered worth translating into the 
language of the other Party; will take special care 
that the chapters of the school-books in use dealing 
with the other country shall be written in a friendly 
spirit; will prompt the production of films and plays 
of artistic merit originating from the other country; 
and will see that the broadcasting stations of each 
country shall relay certain suitable parts of their 
programmes.

Dr. Homan and his Polish colleague also discus
sed the draft plan of the new Hungarian-Polish 
dictionary, which is to be edited by Dr. Stephen 
Kniezsa, university reader and Slav expert in the 
Hungarian National Museum Library, in collaboration 
with Polish and Hungarian linguists.

— y —

THE NEW CZECHOSLOVAK CABINET
The sudden death of Mr. Brada£, President of the 

Chamber of Deputies, took the whole country by 
surprise and upset the balance of Czecho-Slovakia's 
political life. The Czech Agrarian Party, which is the 
most powerful party of the ruling coalition and con
siders the Premier's seat as a property of its own, 
decided that Mr, Malypetr, the Premier, should re
sign his seat to Mr. Hodza, the new Premier, and 
take the Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies.

After a few days' negotiations this change has actually 
been brought about.

As regards the persons of the members of the 
new Cabinet, the only change is that Mr. Joseph 
Zadina has taken over the Minister of Agriculture's 
portfolio from Mr. Milan Hodza.

Czech propaganda now makes efforts to lay 
special stress on, and take advantage of, the fact 
that M. Hodza happens to be a Slovak. It would
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persuade people that the appointment of a Slovak for 
the first time to the Premier's office will exercise a 
favourable influence on the future development of 
friendly relations between the Czech and Slovak 
peoples. In reply to this suggestion it is enough to 
quote an article entitled "Dr. Hodza as Premier" by 
M. Sivak, a Slovak Member of Parliament, published 
in the "Slovak” (Nov. 5th), the official organ of 
Monsignor Hlinka’s Slovak Autonomist Party. "The 
appointment of a Slovak to the Premiership", he says, 
"is in our opinion by no means a satisfactory settle
ment of the very delicate Slovak problem, which has 
existed for the last seventeen years and is probably 
more burning today than ever. The problem, we 
believe, has not yet been settled either from a per
sonal or from a material point of view."

In a statement appearing in the "Le Temps" of 
November 12th Hodza himself admits that certain 
administrative and economic measures are necessary 
in Slovakia; in particular work must be found for the 
educated young Slovak unemployed. So far as Ruthe- 
nia is concerned, Hodza declares that this territory 
is to have the official standing prescribed in the Peace 
Treaties and the Czecho-Slovak Constitution. Seeing, 
however, that we have repeatedly heard similar pro
mises from the lips both of Czeco-Slovakia's Prime 
Minister and of Dr. Benes, Foreign Minister, we are 
justified in supposing that the present Cabinet will 
also fail to give Ruthenia its promised self-government.

Mr. Milan Hodza has promised Parliament that he 
will accept the former programme of the coalition 
without any alterations. Considering, however, that 
Mr. Hodza is of a much more determined character 
than either of his predecessors, Mr. Udrzal or Mr. Maly- 
petr, we are probably justified in supposing that he 
will, after all, depart from their principles on certain 
points, particularly in his agrarian and commercial 
policy, and also in respect of the nationality problems

and of foreign policy. It will be particularly interest
ing to observe how Mr. Hodza's relations with Dr. 
Benes will develop. It is a well-known fact that these 
two men, the most prominent persons in Czecho
slovak political life, were by no means bound to 
each other by ties of friendship in the past. 
Everyone who has kept an eve on the development 
of the political life of Czecho-Slovakia, will be able 
to recall the time when Dr. Benes threatened 
M. Hodza, then Minister of Education, to reveal 
certain things about his person, thus forcing him to 
resign his seat and remain in political exile for a 
number of years.

The very first days of the new Cabinet’s existence 
were spoiled by an unsavoury scandal. At a meeting 
of the Parliamentary Military Committee, on Nov
ember 13th, four of the five Czech parties forming 
the Government coalition put a question to the Min
ister of National Defence re the gas masks supplied 
to the army by the Napajedl Fatra firm. In the 
question it was stated that the State had given an 
order (to the amount of 100 million Czech crowns) for 
gas masks of an utterly obsolete type imported from 
England to a firm at the head of which were a 
Member of Parliament and a State official, and which 
numbered amongst its partners the relatives of men 
in high position. Mr. Machnik, the Minister of National 
Defence, replied that an official from the Public 
Audit Office had already examined the consignments, 
and would submit his report in writing. In political 
circles it is rumoured that Marton Micura, Czech 
People’s Party Member, Slovakia’s one-time Minister 
Plenipotentiary who is today President of the Pozsony 
(Bratislava) Supreme Court, and the sons of Englis, 
former Finance Minister and Governor of the National 
Bank, and of Malypetr, the last Prime Minister, are 
implicated,

— y —

STATE OF SIEGE IN POLISH-DISTRICT OF
CZECHO-SILESIA

The district authorities of Teschen on November 
5th issued a proclamation prohibiting (until further 
notice) all kinds of street gatherings, meetings, de
monstrations, and any appearance in public places 
from 10 p. m. until dawn. This order, the Czech Press 
says, is in connection with a supposed attempt against 
the frontier bridge near Teschen. In any case, it is 
strange to note that the situation in the Polish areas 
of Czech-Silesia has now become so grave as to 
make it necessary to proclaim a state of siege.

In his expose of November 5th Dr. Benes 
declared that no change for the better had taken place 
of late in the Czecho-Polish relations. The Czecho
slovak Government had approached the Polish Gov
ernment with the proposal that if the dispute could 
not be settled peacefully by diplomatic engotiations, 
it should be submitted to an impartial international 
forum. The Czecho-Slovak Government asked that the 
question should be taken to Geneva or brought before 
an arbitration committee formed on the basis of the 
Czecho-Polish arbitration treaty of 1925, or at least 
before a co-ordinate committee to be formed on the 
basis of the Czecho-Polish minority treaty. The Polish 
Foreign Office replied with a declaration that Benes’ 
statements did not create an impression of sincerity 
in Poland. His suggestion was purely a strategical 
attempt to ease the tension in one direction, and, at 
the same time, continue the anti-Polish minority policy

of the Prague Government. Poland rejected the sug
gestion of arbitration; for a settlement by arbitration 
was out of the question in a matter for which de
finite, clear and binding provision had been made in 
the bilateral treaty of 1925. The object of Benes’s 
proposal was obviously to postpone a settlement of 
the dispute, so that meanwhile the oppression of the 
Polish minority in Czecho-Slovakia might be con
tinued. In Polish opinion Benes's statements have done 
nothing to smooth away difficulties.

*
The strained relations between Poland and Czech- 

Slovakia are certain to be aggravated by the fact that 
on November 13th the District Court in Marisch- 
Ostrau, on the basis of the Defence of the Republic 
Act, sentenced John Delong, student of Forestry and 
a Polish citizen, to 18 months' hard labour and to fast 
one day every month. Many Polish pressmen and 
university professors, as well as the head of the Polish 
Consulate in Marisch-Ostrau, were present at the 
trial. The prosecution alleged that Delong, together 
with other Polish youths, had taken an oath to do 
everything possible to sever the Teschen Section of 
Silesia from Czecho-Slovakia and attach it to have 
Polish Republic. The accused was stated to have 
taken part in the Polish anti-Czech demonstration in 
Teschen on July 28th and to have thrown stones on
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that occasion at the Czech frontier guards. During the 
demonstrations the masses broke through the police 
cordon and tried to force their way over the bridge 
into Czecho-Slovak territory.

*

Reports from Bucharest published in the Polish 
newspapers state that anti-Polish propaganda in the 
capital of Rumania is assuming increasingly form
idable proportions. Czech agencies known to be con

nected with the Prague Government supply the Ru
manian press with a mass of suggestive articles and 
items of news well-calculated to shake the confidence 
of Rumanian circles and spoil their friendly attitude 
towards Poland. Those in Bucharest who know the 
secrets lurking behind the scenes of Czech intrigue 
hope that Rumanian public opinion will not allow 
itself to be led astray by Czech propaganda, which 
is a menace, not only to Rumano-Polish relations in 
particular, but also to the peace of South Eastern 
Europe in general. — y —

PRAGUE, THE STRONGHOLD OF PANSLAVISM
Recently a few very noteworthy lines appeared 

in the "Jutro" of Laibach. They contained a state
ment to the effect that Panslavism had not died out: 
on the contrary, nursed by Prague, it was now enter
ing its renaissance.

"The organisation of the relations between the 
Slav races — writes the Slovene newspaper — is 
progressing. The greatest praise for this is due to 
Czecho-Slovakia. Even long before the world-war

Prague was the centre of Slav civilisation. What 
Prague is doing for the Slav ideal is unparalleled. 
The Czecho-Slovak aims are particularly significant, 
because they are realistic, not fantastic. Czecho
slovakia has founded the "Slav Institute", the Slav 
Library, and the Slav Archives. Behind all these 
stand President Masaryk and Dr. BeneS."

— y —

MR. MACEK SUGGESTS DIVIDING YUGOSLAVIA 
INTO SIX OR SEVEN FEDERAL STATES

The political life of Yugoslavia saw an outstanding 
event on November 11th and the following da'"*. In 
the sitting of the Skupstina (the Parliament of Yugo
slavia) on November lltb a Serbian peasant depvity 
accused the Premier, Mr. Stojadinovitch, of attempting 
to bribe him with 15.000 Dinars and to oersuade him 
to vote for the Government list at the election of the 
permanent "committee of five". The Premier flatly 
denied this unfounded accusation, saying it was 
nothing but a simple election trick the result of which 
could onlv be the undermining of Parliament's 
authority. No doubt, Government did actually receive 
the majority of votes, yet this majority is so small 
that it is very doubtful whether the bills introduced 
bv Government, referring partly to certain modifi
cations of the Constitution, will be accented bv the 
Skupstina. This, again, would necessarily lead to 
the dissolution of Parliament, to be followed by new 
elections, or else it might result in the defeat of 
Government.

The most outstanding event was, however, an in
terview given to the "Daily Telegraph" by M. Macek, 
leader of the Croatians; we quote the original inter
view as follows:

"We do not believe that enlightened British 
foreign policy will make the mistake which has cost 
France the affection which the Croats once enter
tained for her, — that of supporting even oppressive 
measures against Croatia designed to preserve a false 
facade of unity, concealing discontent.

"Yugoslav affairs have reached a deadlock. There 
can be no progress until the Croat problem, which 
to-dav occupies every party in the state, has been 
solved by granting our unalterable demands in full.

"Does Britain” , he asked, "realise that Croatia 
has no interest in piecemeal concessions? We demand

such a full recognition of our national souvereignty 
as would make it impossible for a Belgrade Govern
ment of to-morrow to take away what the Belgrade 
Government of to-day might be ready to give.”

In the fullest and most uncompromising statement 
he has ever made, Dr, Macek summed up his minimum 
programme as "Back to 1918”. Absolutism would have 
to be cancelled, he said, as it was instituted, by a 
stroke of the pen.

He envisaged a future arrangement between 
Serbia and Croatia on the following lines:

A common Foreign Office and diplomatic service 
with the Serbs;

A Croat armv. officered by Croats, but subject to 
a common War Office in Belgrade;

A common Finance Ministry;
A joint Diet, sitting occasionally in Belgrade, 

made up of delegations from the independent par
liaments of each state.

Dr. MaCek added that all ministries other than 
those of War, Foreign Affairs, and Finance, would 
have to be entirely independent of Belgrade. He an
ticipated that a future Yugoslav federation, the 
creation of which he described as indispensable to 
the consolidation of Yugoslavia, would be composed 
of either six or seven federated independent States.

These would be Old Serbia. Croatia, Slovenia. 
Voivodena (formerly Hungarian), Macedonia, and 
Montenegro. Bosnia would make a seventh State, un
less it were divided between Serbia and Croatia.

On the Italo-Abyssinian issue, Dr. MaSek declared 
that "popular sympathy among the Croats, themselves 
a small and oppressed race, is naturally on the side 
of the Abyssinians."

— y —
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ATTACK ON M. STOJADINOVIC IN 
CZECH DEPUTY PREMIER’S JOURNAL

"Mr. Stojadinovic has caused disappointment": 
This is the title of a leader in the Nova Doha, (Oct. 
25th), a Socialist paper published in Pilsen, which is 
the party organ of Mr. BechynS, the Czech Deputy- 
Premier. Originally the whole Press of Czecho-Slov- 
akia welcomed M. Stojadinovic, because they thought 
he would be able to set matters right in the internal 
affairs of his country. His Cabinet decided to settle 
the Croatian problem; yet their hesitation helped to 
kindle the fire of Croatian chauvinism, which is an 
open enemy to the very existence of the Yugoslav 
State. M. Jeftic had had to give up his place be
cause some members of the Governing Council and 
the Chamber supported the idea that Yugoslavia 
should abandon her francophile policy and be more

friendly towards Britain and Germany. Indeed, there 
is a distinct pro-German tendency ruling in the 
Ministries in Belgrade, which is consequently followed 
by a feeling of estrangement from the Little Entente. 
The Yugoslav journalists showed no interest in the 
Press Conference of the Little Entente held at Bled 
this year. It is expected at the moment that Herr 
Ribbentrop, Herr Hitler's most intimate collaborator, 
will visit Belgrade in the near future; and that will 
be a new step towards a pro-German policy. Finally, 
the Nova Doba condemns the whole Press of Czecho
slovakia, because it did not say a word in favour of 
M. Jeftic, who remained faithful to his former allies.

—• y —

UNFOUNDED ATTACKS AGAINST HUNGARY IN THE
BELGRADE PAPERS

Since October 30th a theatre in Budapest 
("Bethlen-teri szinpad") has been playing a comedy 
entitled "The Minister's wife", by Mr. Nusitz Broni
slav, a Serb playwright. This occasion should have 
been welcomed by the Serb as one of the first signs 
of Serbo—Hungarian cultural rapprochement. Instead 
of this, the "Politika", a leading Serb paper, used 
it to create trouble: on October 30th it wrote as 
follows: "a few days before the first performance 
the manager of the theatre received a number of 
anonymous letters warning him to refrain from pro
ducing this play, because it had been written by a 
Serb". The manager of the theatre, on the other hand, 
has declared to our reporter that he did not receive 
the letters mentioned in the above report, but that the 
authorities concerned have expressed their approval of 
and shown perfect understanding for the performance 
of the play.

The other case is even more startling. A few days 
ago, Dr. Arpad Hegyi, a lawyer in the city of Kapos- 
var, was appointed Councillor. This news presented 
a new opportunity to the Serb papers, the "Politika", 
the "Vreme" (XI. 8), and others to launch another 
attack against Hungary. It is a fact that Dr. Hegyi 
some time ago acted as counsel for a Croatian, Edward 
Premec, a member of the Croatian revolutionist so
ciety (ustasa), who was sentenced to 15 years' im

prisonment by the Hungarian Courts for a bomb 
outrage. The Serb pepers now refer to Dr. Hegyi as 
the "accomplice” of Croatian conspirators, while 
official Hungary is referred to as the "protector of 
terrorists”. In the same way every lawyer who under
takes the defence of murderers may be called an 
accomplice, and every State may be looked upon as 
a protector of murders and attempts. After this we 
should like to know what names the Serb papers will 
find for M. Georges Desbons, the French lawyer who 
acted as counsel for the three Croatian conspirators 
accused of having taken part in the attempt at Mar
seilles, whose trial was opened on November 18th, 
before the Court of Provence? Public opinion abroad 
can, however, very vividly recall the fact that a whole 
army of Serb lawyers expressed their desire to act 
as counsel for Punisa Rasitz, who, at the public 
sitting of the Skupstina (the Serb Parliament) on 
June 20th, 1928, shot three Croatian members from 
behind, killing Mr. Stjepan Radi£, the leader of the 
Croatians, and inflicting very severe wounds upon the 
other two members. It is also well remembered that 
many Serb mothers have called their newborn sons 
after this renowed political assassin, who has been 
celebrated as a national hero all over the country.

— y —

RECENT EVENTS IN RUMANIAN POLITICAL LIFE
The Rumanian Peasant Party has now given up 

the plan of arranging a mass demonstration on the 
14th November in Bucharest following the Royal 
audience given to M. Michalache, the President of 
the Party. At first it had been decided to hold the 
meeting in the presence of 2000 members of the Party, 
in spite of the fact that the Police had refused to 
give permission. The position of M. Tatarescu's 
Cabinet seems to have become more firm, as the 
general situation is undoubtedly more peaceful now; 
political circles in Bucharest, however, do not think

that the Cabinet will outlive the Christmas holidays, 
as the King has already made a promise of succession 
to the Peasant Party, in consequence of M. Titulescu's 
intervention. The internal troubles of the Cabinet may 
also be seen from the fact that M. Costinescu, Min
ister of Commerce, has openly refused to accept M. 
Tatarescu's principles of foreign trade, and has 
threatened to resign his seat unless the restrictions 
on foreign exchanges are removed.

— y —
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THE HUNGARIAN COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS WILL BE FORMED AGAIN, AND THE 

NUMBER OF PRO-HUNGARIAN MEMBERS IS EXPECTED
TO INCREASE

Sir Robert Gower, President of the Hungarian 
Committee in the House of Commons, gave an inter
view to the correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap” after 
his re-election as member of the Conservative Party. 
The eminent jurist and politician is very glad to see 
that his Party has received such an overwhelming 
majority in the House of Commons, because the 
victory of the present Government means much both 
to the peace of the world and to the future prosperity 
of economic life. He is very pleased to find that his 
constituents have shown the same confidence in him 
as before. His majority of nine thousand votes is 
enough to assure him of this. He is glad to say that 
the sympathy of the public towards Hungary has not 
changed; indeed, it is definitely increasing in his own 
constituency. He had made frequent references at 
mass meetings to the Hungarian question, and when
ever he mentioned the revision of the Treaty of Tria
non he was met with a sincere sympathy and 
thorough understanding on the part of his audience.

His constituents knew that he had been President of 
the Hungarian Committee in the House of Commons 
and champion of the cause of Hungary: his victory, 
therefore, shows that his constituents thoroughly agree 
with his action.

Sir Robert then informed the correspondent that 
he would take steps to re-organize the Hungarian 
Committee in the House of Commons. This will not 
be a very difficult task, for the results of the elections 
show that almost every member of the Hungarian 
Committee has retained his seat in the House. It is to 
be regretted that, owing to his advanced age, Dr. 
Llewellyn Jones, Honorary Secretary of the Commit
tee, did not stand again at the elections. Sir Robert 
will therefore have to find a new secretary for the 
Committee. There is good reason to hope that the 
number of pro-Hungarian members will increase in the 
new House, and that it will be possible to achieve 
positive results in the cause of Hungary.

— y —

IN HUNGARY THE DENOMINATIONAL FRICTION 
BETWEEN THE SEVERAL CHURCHES IN EVIDENCE 

IN SOME EUROPEAN STATES IS UNKNOWN
Sir Geoffrey Knox, late President of the Govern

ing Council of the Saar District, who was recently 
appointed British Minister in Budapest, has made a 
statement concerning his impressions during his stay 
in Hungary. The statement was published in the 
November 5th. issue of the "Pester Lloyd" and ran 
as follows: —

"It was a particular pleasure to me to come to 
Hungary; for, apart from the political interest attach
ing to Hungary in the present international constella
tion, I have always — like so many other English
men — felt a great sympathy for Hungary, if only 
because that country has a long and glorious history 
behind it and because its peculiar constitutional de
velopment shows so many points of resemblance to 
that of Great Britain. It would naturally be pre
mature on my part today — after a stay of only a 
few short weeks in this country — to speak about 
my impressions: nevertheless I may already say that 
the sublime beauty of this city, the tone of seriousness

and sobriety ruling in Hungarian politics, and the 
friendly courtesy with which I have been received 
here, have made a strong and agreeable impression 
upon me and allow of my hoping that I shall be 
enabled to do good and useful work in my new post.

"I must further say that the peace and order 
characterising the political, social and economic life 
of Hungary — which are not in the least artificial, but 
spontaneous and quite in keeping with the mentality 
of the country and its inhabitants — have also made 
a lasting impression on me. I would above all stress 
the fact that as an Englishman I have been pre
possessed in favour of Hungary in particular by the 
absence of every kind of denominational hatred. After 
being in Hungary only a few days I found out to my 
sincere delight and relief that the tone of animosity 
prevailing in many European countries as between the 
several Churches is unknown in Hungary. I feel con
vinced that this characteristic quality of the public 
life of Hungary is bound to prepossess every humanly 
thinking Briton in favour of this country."

UNVEILING OF DOLLFUSS MEMORIAL TABLET
In the presence of Dr. Hans Pernter, Austrian 

Under-Secretary of State for Education, the unveilling 
of the Dolfuss memorial tablet, made by Dr, Zoltan 
Farkas, took place at the Austrian Legation in Buda
pest on November 14th. The entire colony of Austrian 
residents in Budapest was present, with Herr Piatnik, 
Vice-President, at its head. Among other notabilities 
who were present we mention the names of Count

Stiirgkh, Governor of Styria, Major Lahr, Deputy 
Burgomaster of Vienna, Herr Bockl and Herr Reich- 
mann, Ministerial Counsellors and Herr Morth, a 
high official in the Austrian Ministry. The Hungarian 
Government was represented by General Julius Gom- 
bcs, the Premier, Dr. Valentin Homan, Minister of 
Education, Mesrs Kalman Szily, Andrew Tasnidy- 
Nagy, and Stephen Barczy, Under-Secretaries of
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State, and Baron Julius Wlassics, Assistant Under
secretary of State, Herr Hennet, the Austrian Min
ister in Budapest, expressed his thanks for the mem
orial tablet offered by Count Domokos Festetich and 
the sculptor himself. Then Herr Pertner, Under
secretary of State, made a very impressive speech in 
memory of Dr. Dollfuss, which was followed by a 
speech by Dr. Valentine Homan, Minister of Educa
tion. General Gombos, the Premier, laid the first 
wreath on the tablet. After this commemoration a 
lunch was given by Dr, Homan in honour of Herr

Pernter, after which Herr Pernter v/ent to the National 
Gallery to take part in the opening of an exhibition 
of Austrian artists. The exhibition was opened by the 
Regent, Admiral Horthy, the patron of the ex
hibition. Herr Pernter was presented by the Regent 
with the Grand Cross of the Hungarian Order of 
Merit, for his valuable services in the interest of 
Austro-Hungarian cultural relations. At night the 
Royal Operahouse gave a gala performance in hon
our of Herr Pernter.

— y —

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z  E C  1 1 0 - S L O V A K I A

HUNGARIAN GRIEVANCES 
IN SLOVAKIA

At a meeting held by the new Provincial Council 
of Slovakia on November 11th, Mr. Gyula Alapi 
made a declaration on behalf of the Hungarian memb
ers of the Council. The provisions of the Constitution 
— he said — guaranteeing equal rights to all citizens, 
have again been violated by the way in which this 
new Council was formed; although the law now in 
force stipulated that the appointment of the members 
of the Council shall be based on the principles of 
nationality, the Hungarians in Slovakia have again 
been passed over in connection with these appoint
ments. The Hungarians demand the complete and un
restrained execution of the language-law, without any 
flrther envasions. The whole population of South- 
Slovakia complains of the fact that the various 
authorities refuse to inform the public in the same 
language which it is wont to use in its applications 
made to them. As contrasted with the system in force 
in the German territories of Bohemia, the names of 
stations are — with only a very few exceptions — 
written only in "Czecho-Slovak" even in those parts 
of Slovakia where the population is nearly 100% pure 
Hungarian. The number of Hungarian schools is very 
small and insufficient. There are a large number of 
"city" schools wanting (a type between the elementary 
and secondary grade), and the Hungarian sections of 
secondary schools are also wanting even in the centres 
of territories with a dense Hungarian populations 
(Ldva, Rozsnyo, etc.). The case of Hungarian con
tinuation school training (for people over schooling 
age), parish libraries, houses for adult education, etc., 
does not receive the support guaranteed by the law. 
It is primarily in the field of economic life that the 
Hungarians demand an equal and just treatment. In 
this respect they are made to suffer irreparable losses, 
being ignored in such things as public works, railway 
and road building, relief works, etc. This is the reason 
why unemployment in Slovakia shows nearly always 
tie same situation. — y —

THE LINGUISTIC RIGHTS OF THE 
MAGYARS EXIST ONLY ON PAPER

Under the Czecho-Slovak Language Law minori
ties are entitled to linguistic rights in districts where 
they constitute 20% of the total population. Despite

this, in the Feled administrative district, where the 
Magyars, even according to the Czech Census of 
1930, constitute 94.44% of the population, every sum
mons, writ, and ordinance issued by the District 
Office in Feled is worded only in Czech; the land 
register is kept in that language, and all papers wit
nessing the entries in the land register are also in 
Czech. The thirty-three Hungarian viilages belonging 
to that district now demand correction of this state 
of affairs from the Ministry of Finance in Prague.

— y —

SLOVAK JOURNALIST SENTENCED 
FOR COMPARING THE OLD AND 

THE PRESENT REGIME

On November 12th, the District Court at Besz- 
tercebanya (Banska Bystrica) sentenced Alexander 
Paken, editor of the "Narodnie Noviny” , published in 
Turoczszentmarton (Turciansky Svaty Martin), to one 
week's imprisonment because, according to the charge 
brought against him by the Public Prosecutor, he had 
made a bitter attack on the Government at a popular 
meeting of electors on May 15th, and had made 
a comparison between the old Hungarian rule and 
the present Czech regime. The "Narodnie Noviny", be 
it said, is the oldest and most important Slovak 
newspaper. — y —

THE SLOVAK LANGUAGE AND 
SLOVAK LITERATURE ARE NOT 

TAUGHT IN THE “ SLO VAK" 
UNIVERSITY

The "Slovak" of November 10th once more come 
plains of the state of affairs prevailing in the Pozsony 
(Bratislava) Komensky University. In this, Slovakia's 
only university — it says — the Faculty of Philosophy 
has only one Slovak professor and one Slovak reader, 
besides a Czech professor who lectures in Slovak. 
The rest of the professors are all Czechs. For the 
winter term of the school year 1935—36 no lectures 
on modem Slovak literature have been announced. 
The only seminar for literature is the Czech one. 
When a Slovak student leaves the university he will 
know all about the Czech language, but little or 
nothing about Slovak. (One paragraph in the article 
was suppressed by the Czecho-Slovak Censor.)


