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Vajda spoke rather sharply in condemnation of the 
Russo-Rumanian military alliance; his criticism being 
extremely depreciatory and his conclusion being that 
according to the evidence of history the passing of 
Russian armies through the territory of Rumania had 
never done Rumania any good. "Should the Russians 
enter Rumanian territory", — he asked — "how do 
we expect them to go out?" Gheorghe Bratianu sub
mitted a question in parliament protesting against the 
russophile policy and pointing to the serious danger 
to Rumania latent in that policy. And he spoke to 
the same purport also at a meeting of his party held 
at Campolung.

Some of the opposition meetings held in the pro
vinces led to bloodshed. Quite recently, at Marama- 
rossziget, the gendarmes were compelled to use their 
arms to check the destructive depredations of the 
crowd. The fate of Government will be decided at

the audiences to be given by the king during the 
second half of October, the leaders of the Opposition 
having also been summoned to the same, which are 
being looked forward to with eager excitement by the 
whole public life of the country. The anti-minority 
policy of Government was severely criticised by Dr. 
Joseph Wilier, deputy belonging to the Magyar Party, 
in the speech to his constituents delivered at Nagy- 
varad on October 13th. He stressed that the lot of 
the Hungarian inhabitants had not been so grave even 
during the first two years after the change of regime 
is 1920 as it was today, and emphasised the fact that 
no previous government had so completely flouted 
the minority rights as that headed by Tatarescu, which 
desired to utilise the anti-minority atmosphere it was 
creating for the purpose of distracting attention from 
the difficulties prevailing in the internal political 
situation.
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VELTCHEV’S SCHEME OF ASSASSINATION
On October 3rd,, the anniversary of the accession 

to the throne of Czar Boris and of the declaration of 
the independence of Bulgaria, the celebrations usual 
in other years were replaced by a state of siege. 
Government was compelled to resort to this measure 
because steps had to be taken to prevent an attempt 
on a large scale planned with the object of assassinat
ing the Czar, the members of the Government and a 
whole host of prominent politicians and military 
officers. The political group bearing the name of 
"Zveno", which on May 19th., 1924, availed itself of 
the assistance of friends in the military league to 
exploit the cabinet crisis of the time for the purpose 
of seizing the reins of power by a "putsch", very soon 
alienated the sympathies of the people by radical 
reforms which merely aggravated the serious economic 
conditions then in force; and the people, which was 
sick of the eternal party squabbles, gladly welcomed 
the Government formed by Kimon Georgieff. The 
situation was aggravated by the fact that this political 
group showed decided republican tendencies. Damian 
Veltchev, the spiritus rector of the Georgieff Gov
ernment, was anxious to be made President of the 
Republic at all costs. Thereupon the Bulgarian officers 
withdrew their support from the Government, which 
was consequently compelled to yield the power to a 
new Cabinet. However, the by no means numerous 
group of republicans refused to abandon their 
endeavours. Damian Veltchev fled from the country 
and established himself in Belgrade, where he con
tinued his work. Having convinced himself that his 
endeavours had not many supporters in the country, 
he planned a murderous attempt. He designed a 
notorious assassin of the name of Uzunoff to murder 
the Czar. At the end of September last he clandestinely

visited Sofia for the purpose of studying local con
ditions. The attempt was to be made in the Cathedral 
and in the big square in front of the Cathedral, where 
the celebrations of the anniversary on October 3rd. 
were to be held in the presence of the Czar and all 
the Ministers. However, the authorities were informed 
in good time of the proposed attempt, the ultimate 
object of which was a coup d’etat. Veltchev and the 
other conspirators were arrested; and they are now 
awaiting their trial. Only Uzunoff succeeded in evad
ing the vigilance of the authorities. In view of the 
fact that the origin of the conspiracy could be traced 
to Belgrade, the Yugoslav Press, instead of hastening 
to the assistance of the Bulgarian Government in its 
work investigating the case, made a political affair 
out of the crime. After the disclosure of the conspiracy 
the Bulgarian Government issued a statement which 
was not by any means intended to be an insinuation 
against the Yugoslav people, as the Yugoslav Press 
suggested; but Bulgaria cannot be expected when 
investigating the truth to avoid mentioning a fact 
relating to something (isolated as that something 
may be) that did actually happen in Yugoslav terri
tory. On his way back from Geneva the Bulgarian 
Foreign Minister Kiosseivanov stopped a day in 
Belgrade, the real object of this visit being to assure 
the Yugoslav Government that the scheme of assassina
tion cannot in the least dissuade the Bulgarian Gov
ernment from continuing the friendly relation between 
their country and Yugoslavia and to inform Yugoslav 
public opinion how unfounded was the agitation 
aroused in connection with the unsuccesful attempt. 
We are reminded of an old proverb — celui qui crie 
n’a pas raison.

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z  E C H O -  S L O V A K I A

WHEN APPOINTING MEMBERS 
OF DISTRICT COUNCILS 
GOVERNMENT IGNORES 

THE RIGHTS OF MINORITIES
In term s o f the adm inistration law  in force  now, 

one-th ird  o f the mem bers o f the p rov in cia l and district

cou ncils  are not e lected  b y  the population , but are 
appoin ted  by  G overnm ent. W e  have a lready  reported  
that the last tim e the m em bers o f the prov in cia l 
cou ncils  w ere appoin ted  the national m inorities v/ere 
com p lete ly  ign ored ; the tw o H ungarian parties w ere 
not given any seats. The same thing has occu rred  
again in con nection  with the appointm ent o f m em bers 
o f the d istrict councils . A lthough  H enlein 's Sudeta 
G erm an P arty  is not on ly  the largest G erm an party, 
but also the largest party  in the w hole  R epublic, it 
was sim ply  ignored  by the M inistry o f the Interior
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when the members of the district councils were being 
appointed. The Parliamentary Club of the Party has 
decided to lodge a protest against this treatment with 
the Premier and the Minister of the Interior. At a 
meeting of the Komarom district council held on 
October 9-th the Rev. Joseph Kiraly, Roman Catholic 
parish priest, complained that none of the nominees 
of the two Hungarian parties (the Hungarian National 
and the General Christian Socialist Party) had been 
appointed members of the district council. The man
agements of the two Parties were informed by the 
Prefect, Richard Novotny, in July that their nomina
tions had arrived too late, although the appointments, 
in fact, were not made until September.

— y —

THE SITUATION OF  
THE HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS

Speaking on behalf of the common club of the 
Hungarian parties in the Education Committee of the 
Senate, Senator Charles Hokky dealt with the situation 
in respect of schools of the Magyars in Czecho
slovakia and said (among other things): —

"The 1910 Census showed that the number of 
Czechs in the whole of Ruthenia was 201; yet today 
there are 200 Czech schools there. . .  In the Tecso 
district there are 58 teachers to teach 64 Czech 
children . . .  In many cases the Supreme Administrative 
Court too gave findings in their favour, acknowledging 
the right of certain villages to establish Magyar 
schools. However, the educational authorities simply 
ignored the decisions of this supreme tribunal. Even 
our infant schools have been closed — with a very 
few exceptions. The children are taught to be little 
parrots who learn a few Slav verses by heart without 
having the slightest idea what their prattle is all 
about. The Greek Catholic parents of Magyar race are 
applying in vain for the right to have their children 
taught Hungarian.

"As long ago as last June I requested the Min
istry of Education to establish a Hungarian teachers' 
training institute in Ruthenia or in East Slovakia. We 
collected 7000 signatures. I have not even received an 
answer. At the end of August 1 did my best — but 
in vain — to find the Minister. Though he was in his 
office, he — refused to receive me.

"N o r  have I received  any answer to the question  
I asked the M inister in the m atter o f the H ungarian 
"c ity  s ch o o l” at S zo llos . E very year I have handed 
in petitions o f the same tenor signed by  the in
habitants o f the neighbouring v ilages. B ut in vain; 
nothing has resulted. O n the other hand w hen the 
gendarm es or excise  o fficers  get h o ld  o f a cou p le  of 
p o o r  Jew s with licences to  sell drinks and m ake them 
present a petition  fo r  the establishm ent o f a Slav 
"c ity  s ch o o l” , the thing is done at once.

"At Szepsi, in a district inhabited exclusively by 
Magyars, a Slovak "city school" has been established; 
and the same things has happened at Kiralyhelmec 
too.

"B oth  o f these p laces are in d istricts exclu sively  
M agyar in character. N or is there any chance o f 
establishing a M agyar "c ity  s ch o o l"  at N agyszollos , 
though betw een that p la ce  and K orosm ezo  there are 
m any thousands o f M agyars w ho have not a single 

c ity  s ch o o l"  at their d isposal.
"N or  is the situation any better in respect o f 

our secon dary  sch ools  (gym nasium s). F o r  years the 
parents have been sending petitions signed by m any 
thousands o f app licants asking fo r  the restoration  o f 
the C ath olic  secon dary  sch oo l at U ngvar. B ut in va in !! 
^  is in vain  fo r  us to  ask fo r  the renovation  o f our 
sch oo ls : o f that at B eregszasz, fo r  instance, w here

more than 800 children are crowded into a building 
with only limited accomodation. The conditions in 
force  ̂in the Kassa secondary school are also horrible.

"For years the Hungarian theatre has received 
no subsidy; while on the other hand the Slovak —■ 
or rather Czech — theatres in Slovakia are being 
granted subsidies amounting to millions every year.

Even story books are excluded from our popular 
libraries. I could give the titles of whole host of 
such harmless books which are not even written by 
Hungarians but translations of the works of foreign 
writers.”

AUTONOMY OF LARGEST TOWN  
IN RUTHENIA SUSPENDED FOR 
LAST TWO AND A  HALF YEARS

The autonomy of Munkacs, the largest town in 
Ruthenia, — which on paper is supposed to be self- 
governing — was suspended two and a half years ago 
by the Government, and a Government Commissioner 
appointed, who has pensioned off the autochthonous 
civil servants and filled the vacancies with strangers. 
This has put the town to much unnecessary expense. 
This state of things runs contrary to Act XXII of 
1886, which is still valid, and which prescribes that 
the activity of a Government Commissioner shall not 
continue for more than one year. (The new Czecho
slovak laws set no limit to the length of a Govern
ment Commissioner's regime.) When M. Charles 
Hokky, Hungarian Senator, recently put questions in 
Parliament, he demanded the recall of the Government 
Commissioner and the restoration of self-government.

22 U 31 A N  I A

“ THE MINORITY PROBLEM MUST 
BE SOLVED WITHOUT DELAY“

In an interview  given to the d a ily  paper "A d ev e - 
ru l", M r. C. Bucsan, form erly  U nder-S ecretary  o f 
State in the R um anian M in istry  o f the Interior, m ade 
som e rem arkable statem ents about the m inority  
problem .

"T h e  m inority  p rob lem " —  he said —  “ w ill 
sooner o r  later crop  up, and then it m ay be very  
dangerous to the State. F or, as tim e passes the re
sistance o f the m inorities is grow ing stronger and 
stronger. T hey  w ill arm them selves w ith the same 
w eapons w hich are now  being used against them by 
the State. T hey  w ill then dem and co lle c t iv e ly  what 
they are now  asking ind iv idua lly . It is therefore, so 
to speak, a w icked  thing to d e la y  the so lu tion  o f this 
problem . A n d  to this statem ent I must add, o f course, 
that the m inority  prob lem s w ill have to  be so lved  in 
an honest w ay. I can, indeed, see no reason  w hatso
ever fo r  any feeling o f chauvinism . The kind o f 
nationalism  that on ly  w orries  about the p etty  prob lem s 
o f tow n  hall servants and prov in cia l post o ffices , is 
in m y op in ion  tru ly  a sham eful thing. W e  must rea lly  
not exp ect too  much o f our m inorities w ith regard to 
their k n ow ledge o f R um anian; nor is it fa ir to pre
tend that the m inorities m ake it d ifficu lt fo r  us to 
find a decent living in this country . O n the contrary, 
it is a fact that w e have secured a very  favourable 
p osition  fo r  ourselves in every  fie ld  o f pu b lic  life, 
e con om ica lly  as w ell as so c ia lly  or cu ltu ra lly . A s 
fo r  the den ationalization  (R um anization) o f som e 
cities, w e have, indeed, p roved  for  m ore succesfu l in 
the short p er iod  o f ten years than the H ungarians d id  
in the cou rse  o f a thousand long years. Let us, then,
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cease to complain that the Hungarians are depriving 
us of our daily bread, and let us be more serious 
altogether.

"We must work out a limited programme for our 
minorities, with the collaboration of the several 
political parties in Rumania. In the meantime we must 
create a different moral atmosphere, and the ruling 
majority will have to change its general attitude 
towards the minorities, because we must make them 
believe that we are willing to approach them with 
sincere feelings and that we wish to work for their 
good.

I must repeat, however, that there is no time to 
lose. If we allow ourselves to be late, it may be less 
easy to settle the question in the future. We simply 
have to accept the fact that we have a number of 
people living among us whose language and religion 
is not the same as our own, and we must allow 
them to develop in their own way. We have created 
this country because we disliked the injustice of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. It is impossible, then, 
to show the same injustice towards others now. If 
we respect other people, it means that we respect 
ourselves. We must never forget to think of humanity 
and wisdom.

— y —

HUNGARIAN CONSERVATOIRE IN 
k o l o z s v A r  RUMANISED

The independence of the famous old Hungarian 
Conservatoire of Kolozsvar (Cluj) has been abolished 
by an ordinance recently issued by the Ministry of 
Education. From now on the language of teaching 
must be Rumanian, the members of the staff must all 
be able to speak Rumanian, and they must be 
authorized by the Ministry to teach in private schools. 
It is stated, moreover, that the conservatoire will be 
considered as a private school in the future, and that 
its certificates will, consequently, not have the same 
value as those issued by Government schools.

— y —

SOIREE OF EMINENT HUNGARIAN 
WRITER FORBIDDEN

The "Sigismund Kemeny" Society invited Michael 
Babits, one of the most emiment members of the 
Hungarian literary world living and writing in Buda
pest, to visit Marosvasarhely on October 27th. to give 
selections from his own works. All preparations had 
been made when the Rumanian authorities, without 
offering any reason for their action, unexpectedly 
issued an order forbidding Babits to give his address.

HUNGARIAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS CLOSED

The Roman Catholic elementary school at Gelence 
has been closed by the authorities and the building 
demolished. (Szekelyfold, October). In Csikmadaras, 
by order of the educational authorities, 16 pupils of 
the Hungarian denominational school have been trans
ferred by the gendarmes to the State school. In Csik- 
szentsimon the Roman Catholic elementary school 
building has been confiscated. In Kolozsvar and Ma
rosvasarhely the Hungarian section of the State 
elementary school has been suppressed by the Min
istry of Education and the children actually forbidden 
to speak to one another in Hungarian. The Ministry 
has also ordered the Catholic elementary schools in 
Paplony, Nagymajteny, and Szaniszlo to be closed.

Abusing the institution of "name analysis", the 
educational authorities in the county of Csik classify 
Szekler families among those of Rumanian origin, 
forbid their children to attend denominational schools, 
and force them to attend State ones. (Keleti Ujsag, 
September 9th.)

HUNGARIAN CHILDREN NOT 
ALLOWED TO LEARN HUNGARIAN 

HISTORY
Police headquarters have ordered the confiscation 

of Domokos Gyallay's school-book "An Illustrated 
A. B. C. and Reader" because it contains stories from 
the history of Hungary. (Curentul, September 30th.)

—  y —

GENDARMES INTERFERE IN 
CHURCH MATTERS

The Rev, John Hegyi, the curate of Martonos 
(county of Udvarhely) appointed by the Bishop of 
the Transsylvanian Reformed Church, has been 
strictly forbidden by the sergeant of the gendarmes to 
undertake any church functions until he can produce 
proof of his having been appointed by the Ministry 
of Education; and this although under the law in force 
at present, Reformed Church ministers are not ap
pointed by the Ministry, but elected by the Parishes. 
(Brassoi Lapok, 1935, IX, 19 and Szekelykozelet, 
1935, IX, 11.)

— y —

HUNGARIAN JOURNALIST 
SENTENCED

Louis Daroczy, editor of a Nagyvarad paper, has 
been sentenced by the local Court of Law to one 
month's imprisonment and a fine of 10,000 lei for 
having published — on the basis of the report of a 
news agency — part of the speech dealing with the 
problems of Central Europe delivered by the French 
Deputy Ernest Pezet at the meeting of the Chamber 
of Deputies on November 13th, 1933. ("J6est6t",
September 18th.).

COMPLAINTS OF RUMANIANS 
RESPECTING SITUATION OF 

RUMANIAN MINORITY IN THE 
BANATE

On March 10th, 1933, the Governments of Yugo
slavia and Rumania came to a formal agreement with 
regard to the education of the Rumanian minority in 
the Yugoslav part of the Banate. The Yugoslav Gov
ernment, however, seems to show very little inclina
tion to respect the principles laid down in this agree
ment; it shows, in fact, the same contempt in the 
case of the Rumanian minority as in the case of all 
its other minority agreements. This fact has been 
duly commented upon in an article of the Bucharest 
daily, the "Universul", and also in a statement made 
by M. Anghelescu, Rumanian Minister of Education. 
We gather from his statement that, in spite of the 
provisions of the above agreement, the Yugoslav 
Government has hitherto appointed only 17 Rumanian 
teachers in the Rumanian schools of the Yugoslav 
Banate. The Rumanian Government, on the other



OCTOBER, 1935. D A N U B I A J S  R E V I E W 21

hand, has already appointed 75 Serb teachers to 
schools of the Serb minority in the Rumanian Banate, 
although that minority represents barely half the 
number of the Rumanians on the other side, 
h j • — y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

AGRARIAN REFORM LIQUIDATION 
ACT INFRINGED AND CARRIED 
INTO EFFECT TO DETRIMENT 

OF HUNGARIAN VILLAGES
According to § 3 of the Act providing for the 

liquidation of the Land Reform (June 24, 1933) politi

cal communities are entitled to a maximum area of 
100 cadastral acres arable land in addition to pastures. 
This land is thenceforth exempt from expropriation. 
How this provision is carried out in practice to the 
detriment of villages with a Hungarian population, may 
be seen from the typical case of Szajan in the Banate. 
There 200 cadastral acres of arable land were left to 
the village by the Land Reform and leased to local 
Hungarian labourers. Within the past few months this 
land has been redeemed and distributed among Serbian 
settlers from Bosnia. The Hungarian inhabitants of the 
place desired to appeal against these unjust and illegal 
proceedings but the Serbian village clerk kept putting 
off, filing their appeal until the period for doing so 
had expired. At the request of the inhabitants the 
Roman Catholic parish priest has appealed for redress 
to M. Stankovitch, Minister of Agriculture.

T H E A T R E  • L I T E R A T U R E  • A R T
FRANZ LISZT’S HUNGARIAN NATIONALITY

In the September issue of the Danubian Review 
the eminent Hungarian writer, Mr. Zsolt Harsanyi, 
replied to some of the statements made in the German 
press in connection with the nationality of Franz Liszt, 
which had tried to prove that the great pianist and 
composer was not a Hungarian, and had claimed him 
as a German. It will be interesting to supplement the 
remarks of Mr. Harsanyi by the following arguments 
refering to Liszt's Hungarian feeling, to be found in 
a statement made to a Hungarian journalist by the 
famous pianist, Mr. Frederick Lamond, Liszt's greatest 
living pupil:

"As a real Hungarian, Liszt was not only an inter
preter of music, but he actually performed every work 
of music in the dramatic sense of the word. The 
inspiration expressed on his face, and even the 
movements of his hands, showed his heart like a mir
ror, but there was really nothing unnatural or affected 
about his pose: it was the natural expression of the 
genuine artistic experience that filled his soul. No 
artist would be able to give a musical performance 
of this type, except the son of a nation like the 
Hungarians, with whom music means the language of 
the soul. It as a great pity that cinematography was 
unknown in those days, because it is impossible to 
describe to later generations the wonderful gift that 
Liszt possessed of interpreting the musical experience 
of his soul by means of his external appearance.

"The whole life of Liszt was a tragic symbol of 
the fate of his people. Utterly forgetful of his own 
person, his magnanimity urged him to fight always 
for the interests of others. And what was his reward? 
Nothing but misunderstanding and ingratitude.

"The records of the history of music show us 
what he has done for other composers, such as Wag
ner, Berlioz, Chopin, and Schumann; but the names 
of his minor protegees would fill volumes. He was 
never tired of searching for young geniuses, and his 
piano was always loaded with new manuscripts, which 
he used to study with loving care, playing each of 
them through with an incomparable accomplishment 
that was entirely his own. He was really an inde
fatigable man.

"A  touching example of his magnanimity comes 
now to my mind, — said Mr. Lamond; — having 
played to him the Variations on Paganini by Brahms, 
one of his greatest adversaries, he meditated for a 
while and then he turned to me, saying: "I have also

attempted this theme, but I think the work of Brahms 
is much more magnificent.”

"On one occasion Stephen Thoman was playing 
Liszt's Concert in A major to the old master", — 
said Mr. Lamond at the end of his interview. Liszt 
was really touched, and he thanked Thoman for 
taking the trouble to learn "this very difficult and 
yet thankless piece". All of us who were present 
protested, of course, against such diminution of his 
own importance, and we all praised Liszt's music in 
very high terms. Liszt, however, warding off our 
praises, said: "Never mind, boys, I can wait." This 
picture of tragic unselfisness occupies a fit place in 
the historical portrait gallery of thousand-year-old 
Hungary.

"Liszt left his native land in his early childhood. 
Thus, every language he acquired was foreign to him. 
His command of foreign languages, therefore, must 
not be considered as a final argument in the matter 
of his nationality. As a rule he preferred to speak 
French, yet it could not be said that he was a French
man. In the same way, it could not be said that his 
frequent visits to Rome had made him into a German. 
In the history of art Liszt will always be remembered 
as the greatest Hungarian composer. Quite a number 
of foreign composers, like Haydn, Schubert, or Brahms, 
were fairly succesful in imitating the general style of 
Hungarian music. But every single work that Liszt 
wrote, every motive and every sound in them, is pure, 
genuine Hungarian art. None but a true-born Hung
arian could have written the Rhapsodies, the Mass of 
Esztergom, the Legend of St. Elizabeth, and many 
other compositions of Liszt. The music of Liszt is a 
monumental expression of the Hungarian national 
spirit of his age, in the same way as the poems of 
Petofi, the novels of Jokai, or the paintings of Mun- 
kacsy are expressive of the national spirit of their 
own age. The music of Liszt may be described as the 
Hungarian national spirit expressed in sound.

"It was, however, not alone his spirit that was 
so characteristically Hungarian in Liszt: his person
ality in general, his actions, and his mode of thinking, 
were all typically and intrinsically Hungarian. Even 
as an old man, dressed in clerical robes, he gives the 
impression of a true-born Hungarian.

His noble features, the pride expressed in his 
movements and in the bearing of his head, were 
sufficient to indicate that he came of a proud and 
fiery oriental race, and that he was a real "grand 
seigneur" and also a true artist by birth. He would


