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As against the chronicles which stress the 
fact of Agatha's being related to the German 
Imperial House and pnly allow of a supposition 
that she was of Hungarian origin, we have records 
dating from the first half of the twelfth century 
which speak of Agatha definitely and unequi
vocally as having been the daughter of the Hung
arian king —  i. e. of St, Stephen. The best known 
of these records is that given in the chronicle of 
Ordericus Vitalis. Ordericus was born in England 
(in 1075), proceeding thence at the age of ten to 
Normandy, to the Monastery of Saint Evroul. It 
was there that, between 1125 and 1142, he wrote 
his great historical work. As will be seen, he was 
a contempopary of Florence of Worcester and of 
William of Malmesbury; but, being an inmate of a 
Norman monastery, he naturally drew the material 
for his Historia Ecclesiastica from other sources 
than those employed by the monkish chroniclers 
of Worcester and Malmesbury. In the monastery 
of Saint Evroul he not only had manuscripts and 
chronicles at his disposal to copy and study, but 
also had every opportunity to hear much of the 
events of the outside world. Aged knights who had 
taken part in crusades or Italian expeditions or 
in the campaigns of William the Conqueror and 
his sons, —  pilgrims on their way back from the 
Holy Land — , gladly visited the peaceful mon
astery, which maintained permanent connections 
alike with England and with Italy. And, albeit 
the Historia Ecclesiastica "sacrifices everything 
for the sake of an interesting story" and often 
trusts entirely to the imagination, where any given 
incident appears to require a certain colouring, 
nevertheless there can be no doubt that its writer 
was a most industrious collector of material who 
had heard and knew very much about the events 
of his own age and of the recent past. He has a 
comparatively exhaustive knowledge also of the 
exile of the Anglo-Saxon princes in Hungary- 
According to his account Cnut sent the two princes 
to Denmark, whence they found their way to the 
Court of the King of Hungary. Eadmund died; 
while Edward received in marriage the daughter

of the Hungarian king and —  mirabile dictu! — 
ruled over the Hungarians.1

Here special mention is due to two moments. 
According to Ordericus Vitalis Agatha was the 
daughter of the Hungarian ' (Hunnish) king, —  
a statement which, as we have seen, is not in the 
least in contradiction of the version given by the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and by Florence of W or
cester, seeing that the daughter of St. Stephen was 
related to the German Emperor, St. Stephen's 
brother-in-law, and indeed affords a supplement
ary explanation of the general statement in the 
earlier chronicles which merely tells us that 
Agatha was related to the German Imperial 
House. The second moment requiring special 
mention is that according to Ordericus Edward, 
Margaret's father, was king of the Hungarians 
(Huns). Probably the only ground for this peculiar 
statement was the fact that the Hungarian king 
ceded the Anglo-Saxon princes a certain portion 
of the territory of his country as a place of resid
ence. If the Hungarian king did really grant a 
certain area of land to Prince Edward, we may 
perhaps presume that the Anglo-Saxon prince re
sided in Baranya County and that Margaret was 
born at Piispok-Madas. This presumption is 
founded upon a deed of the year 1235 which 
speaks of a certain part of Baranya County as 
"terra Britannorum” .

This interesting and familiar version contained 
in the chronicle of Ordericus Vitalis is not without 
a parallel. At about the same period, though to 
all appearances quite independently, there was 
written in North England a highly romantic and 
very coloured verse chronicle —  the Old French 
poem by Geoffrey Gaimar entitled "Estoire des

1 "Ibi Eadmundus clito immatura morte obiit. Eduar- 
dus vero Dei nutu filiam regis in matrimonium accepit, el 
super Hunos regnavit. Edgarum vero Adelinum et Marga- 
retam reginam Scotorum et Christianam sanctimonialem 
genuit. . ."  (Orderici Vitalis Angligenae coenobii UticensLs 
monachi Historia ecclesiastica),
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Engles” . Of Gaimar very little is known. Un
doubtedly of Norman origin, he lived and worked 
in East Anglia (Lincolnshire). His verse chronicle 
was written at the request of Custance, wife of 
Ralf Fitzgilbert — of that Fitzgilbert who was 
the friend of Walter Espec, who founded the 
Abbey of Rielvaulx in Yorkshire. It was from 
Espec that Gaimar, through the intervention of 
Custance, obtained books. This indirect connection 
with the Abbey of Rielvaulx is of peculiar inter
est, seeing that —  as we shall see later on —  
the inmates of that abbey, by means of their 
personal contact with the Scotch royal family and 
with the sons of Margaret, had at their disposal 
more authentic data respecting the origin of the 
Scotch Queen than had the inmates of any other 
monastery. This fact must be borne in mind when 
referring to the relevant sections of Gaimar's 
verse chronicle, which in many respects is of 
extremely dubious value.

According to Gaimar’s version it was by the 
queen’s advice that the two young boys were sent 
abroad. They were entrusted to the care of 
Walgar, a Danish knight, who took them to Den
mark, where they spent a few years. However, 
seeing that the boys were in danger there too, 
Walgar took them through Russia to Hungary, to 
the Hungarian king and queen. The latter had 
met Walgar years before: and they also knew 
that the young boys were claimants to the English 
throne. They were welcomed heartily by the Hun
garian king, who promised to support them. It was 
at his Court that the princes were educated. When 
nineteen years of age, Eadgar fell in love with 
the Hungarian king's daghter, whom he received 
in marriage after having first been her lover (!!) . 
In the presence of his assembled subjects the 
Hungarian king gave his daughter in marriage to 
Eadgar, informing the whole gathering that, as he 
had no son of his own, Eadgar would be his heir. 
This Eadgar and his Hungarian wife were the 
parents of Queen Margaret, of whose arrival in 
Scotland, of her marriage with Malcolm, and of 
her six sons, Gaimar is only too ready to tell us, 
seeing that he is telling us of the descendants 
(through Queen Margaret) of the ancient English 
kings. From this fantastically coloured story we 
may take certain moments more or less indisput
able in character: Agatha was the daughter of the 
King of Hungary; her husband, the Anglo-Saxon 
Prince Eadgar, figures as the heir to the Hungarian 
throne, the reigning king not having a son. On 
these points Gaimar displays an extremely inter
esting agreement with the relevant records that 
have come down to us from the pen of the Orde- 
ricus Vitalis who lived in Normandy.

We may therefore establish the fact that 
there are two distinct variations of the story of 
the origin of Margaret, —  the first, which emphas
ised the fact of Agatha's being related to the 
German Imperial House, having ultimately de
rived from the immediate entourage of Aldred, 
Bishop of Worcester; the other version stressing, 
not the relationship with the Imperial House of 
Germany, but the direct descent from the Hung
arian king. The contradiction between the two 
variations is only an apparent one; for, if Agatha

was the daugther of St. Stephen and Queen 
Gizella, she was naturally a near relative (niece) 
of the Emperor Henry II. The genealogical tree 
is the same; the only difference being in the branch 
upon which interest is focussed.

The question now left to be answered is 
whether there are any other records dealing with 
the origin of the Scotch queen who was then al
ready regarded as a saint (i. e. any records out
side those found in the earliest chronicles written 
when St. Margaret's children were still alive) 
based upon personal intercourse?

His intimate acquaintance and personal 
friendship with St. Margaret's sons undoubtedly 
enabled Ethelred or Ailred (1109?— 1166) to 
obtain authentic information concerning the great 
queen's origin. Ethelred was brought up (as the 
companion of the king's son) at the Court of King 
David, St. Margaret's youngest son. Ethelred's 
humility and goodness and learning brought him 
great fame; and his royal friend offered him a 
bishopric, which he refused, contenting himself 
with the dignity of Abbot of Rievaulx. This 
celebrated churchman, who had travelled and was 
familiar also with the conditions prevailing in his 
native land, apart from discussing with his royal 
benefactor questions affecting his Church, often 
used —  as he tells us himself —  to have stories 
told him by King David of the events and the 
gossip of the royal family. Ethelred repeatedly 
stresses the fact of his having been told this or 
that by the King himself or of his having been an 
eyewitness ("vidi oculis meis” )  of what he is 
telling for the edification of his readers. Does 
Ethelred know anything of St. Margaret's mother 
and of her origin? In his Dedication to Prince 
Henry (the later Plantagenet King of England) of 
his "Genealogia Regum Anglorum”  he appeals to 
the future ruler to prove worthy of his great 
kinsman, King David, telling the story of the 
latter's last hours and of his death. He had had 
brought to his death-bed the famous little black 
crucifix which had belonged to Queen Margaret 
— that precious heirloom bequeathed by the 
saintly Queen who —  as Ethelred observes —  was 
of the seed of both the English and the Hungarian 
kings.2 Ethelred's information respecting the origin 
of Queen Margaret was undoubtedly obtained from 
King David's entourage, possibly from the king 
himself; that meaning that the royal family re
garded itself as descended in the female line from 
the King of Hungary (i. e. from St. Stephen). 
This record supplied by the Abbot of Rievaulx is 
subjective in character, and is therefore far more 
reliable as evidence than the records taken over 
mechanically —  and often erroneously —  from 
other chronicles. It is in perfect agreement with 
practically all that we read in the oldest chronicles 
concerning Agatha's origin. Therefore. Agatha was 
St. Stephen's daughter. This reduces all the varia

2 “Haec religiosa regina Margareta, hujus regis mater, 
quae de semine regio Anglorum el Hungarorum exstitit 
oriunda, allatam in Scotia quasi munus haereditarium 
transmisit ad filios , . . ”
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tions found in the earliest records to a common 
denominator, which alone helps us to reconcile all 
seeming contradictions. It is that which enables 
us to understand —  what would otherwise be in
comprehensible —  why the Anglo-Saxon Prince 
Edward and his family remained in Hungary 
after the death of St. Stephen, right down to 
1057, —  until he was recalled to England to enter 
into his inheritance as heir to the English throne. 
It is that which explains why after tbe battle of 
Hastings, when the cause of the English royal 
house appeared hopeless, the Dowager Princess 
Agatha proposed to take her children back to 
Hungary. (What would a German princess have 
found to do in Hungary? would it not have been 
more natural for her to seek shelter at the Court 
of the German Emperor?). This same supposition 
enables us also to understand why the prince's 
family was accompanied to England —  and then to 
Scotland —  by so many Hungarian nobles, who 
included in their number (so we are told) the 
natural son of Andrew I. of Hungary. Thus, the 
facts seem logically enough to prove that Agatha 
must be regarded as having been the daughter of 
St. Stephen. This being so —  and as things stand 
at present we have no reason to doubt that it was 
so — , Hungary not only gave Scotland a great 
queen and a patron saint, but also —  through 
Matilda, Margaret's daughter —  helped indirectly 
to bring about the reconciliation of English and 
Normans, St. Stephen thus being the ancestor of 
the greatest of English dynasties (that of the 
Plantagenets), the consort of the founder of that 
dynasty having had the blood of the Arpads flow
ing in her veins.

Agatha's escort included Hungarian nobles 
who became the ancestors of famous Scottish 
families which long enjoyed great prosperity and 
renown. In his chronicle Boece mentions five 
families of the kind —  the Giffurd, Maule, 
Borthuik, Fethikran and Chreichtoun families — 
as having originated from distant Hungary and 
having received from King Malcolm rich gifts of 
money and land. No exhaustive researches have 
as yet been made in this field, —  though such 
researches are bound to result in interesting 
discoveries: but the list is not complete, as it does 
not contain the names of two great Scotch families 
—  those of the Leslies and the Drummonds — 
which also trace their descent to Hungarian 
ancestors. On the present occasion the family 
that interests us in our inquiry is that of the 
Drummonds. This famous family, which claims 
kinship with the Stuarts, traces its origin to a 
certain Mauritius, a distinguished noble from 
Hungary. This Mauritius was a brave and strong 
man; it was he who saved Agatha and her family 
when their boat was driven onto the coast of Scot
land by a storm. At the request of Margaret 
King Malcolm granted Mauritius large estates: 
and at the same time he was given the name of 
Drummond and also the arms of a Scotch noble
man —  three waves allegorically representing the 
danger from which he had saved the family of 
royal refugees. This same Mauritius Drummond 
became the faithful companion of King Malcolm, 
falling on the same field as his royal master 
in 1093.

According to Maurice Wertner, this Mauritius 
was the son of a certain Georgius, whom some 
authorities declare to have been the brother of 
Andrew and Bela, others again claiming him to 
have been Andrew's son. From Thuroczi's Chron
icle we know that Andrew I. of Hungary had a 
natural son named George, the child of a mistress 
living at Marot. In all probability this George was 
older than Andrew's legitimate sons Solomon and 
David.

If the ancient tradition of the Drummond 
family which tells us that it was Mauritius who 
saved the family of Agatha from the sea, is true, 
Mauritius cannot possibly have been the son of 
George of Marot, seeing that when he left Hun
gary in 1057 he must have been in early manhood. 
Here —  in default of data —  we have to deal 
with a mystery which we cannot solve. However, 
if on the other hand we may believe the oft- 
quoted other version which tells us that the Scotch 
family of Drummond was descended from Geor
gius, the natural son of Andrew I. of Hungary, 
then this Georgius in none other than Maritius 
himself (Marot =  Mauritius?), the noble recorded 
by the "G enealogy"  issued by the Drummond 
family as the original ancestor of that clan. And 
in that case Georgius-Mauritius, as being a scion 
of the House of Arpad (illegitimate though he 
was), was closely related to Queen Margaret. 
This would explain also the motto of the coat-of- 
arms (Sanguis Regum Hungariae) of the branch of 
the Drummond family which settled in France; 
for the blood of the royal House of Hungary 
flowed in their veins. It would explain further 
why such a large number of Hungarian nobles 
accompanied Agatha to England and then to 
Scotland; for they were in the suite of a noble 
who was of royal blood. And it makes us under
stand why Margaret was so deeply concerned to 
secure Georgius-Mauritius's footing in Scotland; 
as already stated, according to family tradition it 
was by Margaret's special request that Malcolm 
bestowed so many marks of his appreciation on 
the Hungarian ancestor of the Drummonds. She 
was intervening on behalf of her own blood 
relation. The supposition would moreover explain 
where Margaret's youngest son, who later on won 
fame as King David, obtained a name so unusual 
in Scotland. If the ancestor of the Drummonds 
who emigrated to Scotland was really Georgius, 
he was the natural brother of Solomon, who later 
became King of Hungary, and of his younger 
brother David, who must have been a little boy 
of 3 or 4 when (in 1057) Margaret left Hungary 
with her parents. It is not impossible that Margaret 
later on named her youngest son after her young 
relative in Hungary. Here we find faint traces 
of the ancient connections between Hungary and 
Scotland, dim suggestions of which may be 
shadowed at times in the histories of Hungary 
and Scotland alike.

A  faint trace of the kind —  rather a sugges
tion than a distinct reality —  may be shadowed in 
the similarity between the legends concerning the 
attempted assassination of St. Stephen and 
Malcolm respectively. The story of Malcolm was 
told to Abbot Ethelred by King David himself; 
and this was the source from which it was taken
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by medieval chroniclers. An attempt was being 
plotted against the life of the Scotch king —  just 
as against the life of St. Stephen of Hungary, As 
in the Hungarian legend, Malcolm too hears of 
the plot against his life and summons the would- 
be assassin to render his account; the guilty 
conspirator falls on his knees and frankly con
fesses everything. Like St. Stephen in our legend, 
Malcolm too forgives the assassin. It would be

superfluous to base any speculation on the similar
ity between the St. Stephen legend and the 
episode in Malcolm's life: but might Malcolm not 
have heard from Margaret of our saintly king's 
generosity? and might that not have stirred 
Malcolm to act similarly under similar circum
stances? For we know how deeply the Scottish 
king was influenced by the gentleness of his 
consort.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

THE HUNGARIAN PREMIER ON HUNGARY’S
PEACE POLICY

At a meeting of the general management of the 
Party of National Unity (Government Party) held on 
10-th October the Prime Minister, General Gombos, 
delivered an interesting address, in which he also 
spoke about questions of international politics. 
Amongst other things he spoke of the statement made 
by M. Velics, Hungary's League of Nation's delegate, 
at the League Assembly held on 9-th October. The 
tenor of General Gombos' comments was as follows: 
Hungary is pursuing and wishes to pursue a policy 
of peace. She cannot take the initiative in European 
politics, being too small and weak for that. She must 
therefore endeavour to adapt herself to the inter
national circumstances with which she is surrounded. 
The only role she can aspire to is that of a humble 
and zealous worker for what the whole world desires, 
namely that peace, sincere and genuine, should reign 
in Europe. Hungary in the first place desires this, for 
she seeks justice in a peaceful way and is convinced 
that her cause will triumph by peaceful means. It was 
a genuine desire to serve the cause of peace that led 
Hungary to oppose the sanctions planned against 
Italy and to protest against them in Geneva at the 
League of Nations' Assembly. For in the application 
of the sanctions Hungary sees a possibility of armed 
conflict. The ethical foundation upon which Hungary's 
foreign policy rests and the spirit of loyalty which 
has always been and will continue to be the leadstar 
of Hungarian politics made it impossible for Hungary 
to vote against Italy. For over a thousand years the 
Hungarian nation has shaped its own destiny on 
ethical principles; it does so still today and cannot 
disregard the moral obligation to honour sacred pro
mises given in the name of friendship. Then again 
Hungary's economic interests do not allow her to

vote for the sanctions. A little country where the 
sale of every single bushel of wheat is a matter of 
vital importance cannot afford to lose Italy's friend
ship, if only for economic reasons. General GSmbos 
was firmly convinced that the League of Nations 
would use its prestige and the great moral and poli
tical forces at its command to serve humanity and 
the cause of international peace.

In connection with the rumours spread con- 
cernhng his recent visit to Germany General Gombos 
declared that there was nothing to forbid the Hun
garian Prime Minister meeting the statesmen of 
friendly countries for the purpose of exchanging 
views. The attitude of 68 million Germans towards 
Central Europe could not be a matter of indifference 
to Hungary. It was the sign of a bad conscience when 
people suspected the object of every trip abroad to be 
the creation of a political alliance of a military 
nature. Neither he, nor the Foreign Minister, had had 
conversations in Germany or elsewhere about military 
affairs, for they did not consider them questions of 
the moment. On the contrary they discussed certain 
economic and cultural problems the pressing nature 
of which was admitted by all, Hungary, and every 
other country too, had still so many war-inflicted 
wounds that a time of peace and quiet was needed 
by all the nations, in order to let the sores heal and 
a return to normal functions set in. Hungary’s policy 
aimed at safeguarding international peace, in other 
words the peace upon which progress and European 
prosperity depend. When troubles arose among the 
nations it was the duty of every state in Europe to 
do all in its power to isolate the danger, not to 
increase the possibilities of conflict.

A QUESTION OF COUNT ESTERHAZY AND 
THE ANSWER OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER KANYA
At the meeting of the Lower House of the 

Hungarian Parliament held on October 16th, Count 
Marice Eszterhazy, former Prime Minister of Hungary, 
submitted a question to the Foreign Minister, asking 
him whether he was prepared to inform the House 
respecting the international situation?

"Those who have followed closely the event of 
the past few months” — said Count Eszterhazy —

„and who have watched developments, can have 
no doubts on the point stressed by the British 
Foreign Secretary, Sir Samuel Hoare, in his speech 
at Geneva on September 11th. This point was that 
(in his opinion) elasticity was a sine qua non of 
international security. He referred also to the 
changing of international conditions by peaceful 
means. And finally he established the fact that the


