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Apponyi's whole political career was a struggle 
for the realisation of national ideals; and 
yet, in international politics no one has ever 
achieved greater fame as a representative of 

universal humanism. In Geneva he enjoyed a pro
found general Respect which makes us feel that 
he belonged, not only to the Hungarian nation, but 
to all nations and to mankind at large. When he 
died, his loss was mourned, not only by Hun
garians, but by the other great nations too as "a 
great European" (Herriot’s words). His large 
heart beat for the whole of humanity; he strove to 
reconcile the pain and the demands of the small 
Hungarian nation with the great general interests 
of Europe, and was able even to postpone that 
pain and those interests to the interests of uni
versal peace. His broad vision and his great cul
ture from the very first saved him from the optical 
illusion so general among Hungarians which makes 
us believe that we mean as much to the world at 
large as the world at large means to us. When 
we survey the unprecedentedly effectual political 
work done by him in the last decennium of his 
life, we cannot help feeling that the value of a 
really great man consists in his contribution to 
the value of mankind as a whole.

The conditions of this greatness were given 
already in Apponyi's education, in the atmosphere 
in which he spent his childhood and the years of 
his puberty, and in his aristocratic extraction. He 
himself confessed that from the very beginning 
there had been in him a certain cosmopolitanism, 
which was however perfectly in harmony with 
his strong national feelings. In political life he 
first joined the Conservatives, who were proud 
of their broader European horizon and proudly 
asserted that their wider knowledge enabled them 
to reconcile Hungarian politics with general 
European politics better than those politicians 
whose horizon was confined to the Hungarian 
world. Of all the great Hungarian opposition
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leaders and anti-Austrian politicians they re
garded Gabriel Bethlen alone as a statesman 
with a really international vision; Rakoczi and 
Kossuth they regarded as in many respects naive 
and not sufficiently clear-sighted in international 
politics. Apponyi did not grow to manhood in a 
world of politically isolated ideas. "I endeavour
ed" —  he said —  "to initiate a policy suited, not 
to an isolated Hungarian world, but to a small 
nation placed in a position which, though in it
self eminently advantageous from the geogra
phical point of view, is exposed to exceptional 
dangers from without,"

To be the representative of a universal 
humanism rising beyond the narrow limits of the 
Hungarian people Apponyi was fitted, not only 
by his spiritual leanings, but also by his universal 
culture. He did not spend his time exclusively in 
the political arena or in political clubs, but was 
constantly engaged in educating himself and was 
deeply interested in the universal human questions 
of science, philosophy and art. Consequently he 
possessed the capacity of penetrating into the 
very souls of other nations, of appreciating the 
general values of mankind, and of perceiving 
synthetically the process of general human de
velopment. He endeavoured to penetrate into the 
collective soul of the nations, the laws of which 
he was convinced act far more inevitably than 
those of the individual soul, seeing that in the 
individual free will is better able to assert itself. 
In Apponyi's opinion, those who are not familiar 
with the souls of the nations and take no interest 
in the trends of ideas and of development of 
mankind at large, though they may be more or 
less capable workers in the narrow sphere of 
daily politics, are incapable of any ideas showing 
a vision of the national future, embracing the 
whole nation and fitting that whole nation into 
the universe of mankind —  in other words they 
are incapable of the highest mission of a states
man. The unique breadth and depth of Apponyi's 
universal culture and the universal humanism re
sulting therefrom, did not assert itself so ef
fectually during his early activity in the field of
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Hungarian politics, but produced its really valua
ble results when in the closing period of his life 
his brilliant mind and his great heart dominated 
the League of Nations, the common political 
forum of mankind. There, in the political 
Olympiad of the peoples, it was Apponyi who 
won the laurel wreath of victory.

That side of his philosophy which embraced 
universal human interests had manifested itself 
previously, when, in the nineties of last century, he 
entered the Interparliamentary Union and as 
leader of the Hungarian group before long played 
a leading part in the service of peace. In 1900 he 
created a considerable stir when he proposed that 
for the purpose of developing a universal dis
position for peace the whole press of the world 
should unite in a combination similar to that unit
ing in the Interparliamentary Union the peace- 
loving Members of the parliaments of the various 
nations. The motion was accepted unanimously; but 
the majority of the press organs still continued to 
widen the breach between the souls of the nations 
until it led to the oubreak of the Great War. It is 
a historical fact that Apponyi was the first to raise 
his voice before an inernational forum in protest 
against the chauvinistic incitement of the war-press 
and to endeavour to find remedies for the disease. 
At various conferences of the Union he made 
many brilliant speeches in which he took up 
the cudgels on behalf of world peace, of under
standing between the nations, of international 
solidarity and of international arbitration. He car
ried on a lively discussion with Roosevelt, Pre
sident of the United States of North America, 
respecting the aims and methods of the peace 
movement; though Roosevelt's attitude towards 
pacifism was not so ideal as that of Apponyi's and 
he did not indeed believe in the possibility of 
settling all questions without a hitch by inter
national arbitration.

No idea could possibly have suited Apponyi's 
mental disposition and his philosophical idealism 
or his sublime conception of the mission of hu
manity better than did that of a League of Nations 
— though naturally as an institution of a purely 
ideal character, and not in the very imperfect form 
in which it at present exists. It was largely the 
work of Apponyi that in 1922, when we had to 
decide in a matter of grave importance —  viz. 
whether we should join this institution which, 
though in theory unexceptionable, was imperfect 
in practice and was against our own interests — , 
we answered in the affirmative. Apponyi was well 
aware that this form of a League of Nations would 
hardly be capable of once for all eliminating war 
from the history of mankind. But he remembered 
that, though they are unable to eliminate disease, 
hospitals are still allowed to stand and even new 
hospitals were being built. The League of Nations 
would fulfil its mission in part at least if it suc
ceeded in lessening the possibilities of war. Though 
for the moment it could not be regarded as an in
ternational organisation embracing the whole 
world (for at the present moment its list of 
Members does not include either the United States 
of North America or Japan or Germany), while on
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the other hand its very constitution made it ab ovo 
biassed, nevertheless there was every hobe that it 
would gradually develop and improve. Apponyi's 
faith in that' development was not shaken even by 
the many fiascos of the League, (e. g. the war 
between Japan and China, the failure of the world 
economic and the disarmament conferences, the 
League's incapacity in the question of national 
minorities). At an address given in Vienna a few 
days before his death by invitation of the Austrian 
League of Nations Union he made a last con
fession of faith in the idea of the League, openly 
declaring that he believed “in the necessity of an 
evolution of humanity during the course of which 
the struggle for hegemony would be supplanted by 
the principle and spirit of mutual co-operation". 
He regarded the idea of the League of Nations as 
one important factor in this evolution; and he was 
sorely troubled to see the crisis which menaced 
this first step towards that issue. He did not be
lieve that the League of Nations would be able in 
the immediate future to carry into effect the intro
ductory article of the Covenant —  “ to achieve 
international peace and security by the prescription 
of open, just and honourable relations between  
nations“ . Why not? Because the League of Nations 
must include factors which represent, not only the 
abstract idea of universal humanity, but also the 
interests of their own peoples; because those 
factors cannot renounce the concrete feelings and 
ideas of their peoples, but will strive at all times 
and in all matters —  even in international 
questions —  to serve the peculiar interests of those 
peoples and will postpone all other interests to 
those of their own countries. “ The very same 
persons who would indignantly repudiate the 
suggestion that they were capable of sacrificing 
the interests of justice or of their countries for 
personal advantage find it to be quite natural and 
proper that they should postpone the collective 
interests of mankind at large to the advantage and 
success of their native lands. Egoism, which in its 
individual manifestation is branded as a disgrace
ful thing, becomes in the eyes of the vast majority 
of men a "sacred" duty when it is a question of 
one's native country."

However, to Apponyi this egoism seemed 
necessarily to be considerably diluted in the 
League of Nations itself by the fact that the re
presentatives of the several nations cannot reckon 
on success unless their demands are endorsed by 
other  nations too, —  i. e. unless when formulating 
their demands they take into consideration also 
the claims of the other nations. Here, then, we have 
to deal with "one of the crudest forms of altruism, 
with foreseeing egoism". This in itself forms a 
rational basis for the reconciliation of the various 
interests. Obstacles resulting from national feeling 
will continually decrease in number; and the 
development will arrive at a point where patriotic 
feeling will undergo a change: for instance, we 
find that the imperialistic ideology of last century 
has ceased to talk big and is on the contrary rather 
ashamed of itself. Patriotic feeling —  love for 
one's own nation —  will never cease; but it will 
be compelled to adjust itself to the dictates of 
reason and to try to effect a compromise instead
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of following the precepts of out-of-date imperialism 
and overthrowing and subjecting other nations, for 
it will be well aware that it will sooner or later 
undergo a similar fate. Apponyi believed that a 
new power would come into being gradually in 
the course of future development —  viz. the col
lective interest of human society at large: and 
every single nation would for its own sake have 
to come to an agreement with that power. It is this 
development that constitutes the basis of the future 
of the League of Nations. As yet the feelings of 
mankind have not been able to supply the League 
with adequate spiritual substance; but that sub
stance will be gradually developed by the in
creasing frequency of the meetings between repre
sentatives of the nations and by the public charac
ter of their discussion. These two factors will gra
dually refine the conscience of the nations and 
further its sensitiveness, converting the same into 
a world conscience reacting with adequate im
partiality.

Apponyi’s idealism therefore believes pro

foundly in the ultimate asertion of the moral law 
in the development of mankind. This was the idea 
underlying the impressive speech made by him at 
the Disarmament Conference on February 13th., 
1932, Under the moral law no single nation is 
entitled to look for the conditions of its own 
prosperity or success in the humiliation of others, 
the only possible source of those conditions being 
the solidarity and co-operation of all nations 
founded upon the principles of justice and equity. 
A  sine qua non of success —  of disarmament and 
of peace —  is the impartial application of those 
principles to all nations alike. The Conference 
applauded Apponyi’s ideal principles; but the 
wide gap separating those principles from their 
practical realisation still yawns in hideous impas- 
sability. Indeed, mankind has begun to arm more 
frantically than ever. Without Apponyi's idealism 
it is impossible to believe that at least “ foreseeing 
egoism” should be the really effectual rational 
factor in the political development 9f humanity in 
international relations.
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W e find a strange mingling of poetry and 
truth in the innumerable medieval 
versions of the story of the Anglo- 
Saxon princes; and we still feel the 

breath of poetry today when we read what 
history has to tell us of the noblest figures of 
these ancient historical legends —  of St. Mar
garet. It is characteristic that —  though tradition 
and history alike have preserved many an episode 
of her life —  we are still unable to fix with 
absolute certainty the origin of her mother, so 
paramount is the importane attaching to the great
ness and the glorification of the woman and the 
saint. Even Freeman himself, the greatest authority 
on her age, in his classical work on the Norman 
Conquest, shows knowledge of St. Margaret's ori
gin which is purely general and mistaken.

To extract the historical kernel of truth from 
the wealth of versions contained in the medieval 
chronicles, is not impossible, though it is no easy 
task. The details have been drawn by British 
historical science —  particularly as a result of 
Freeman's research —  with a sure hand. When 
Eadmund Ironside, the last lawful king of the 
English, died on November 30th., 1016, he left 
two sons to oppose the Danish usurper, Canute 
the Great. The latter sent the young English 
princes, then mere infants, to Sweden, with in
struction that Olaf, his half-brother, should have 
them murdered. He would not have dared to have 
the murder executed in England. The kind-hearted 
Olaf did not however carry out the instructions, 
but sent the two boys to the Court of Stephen,

King of Hungary, where they were received 
kindly and were given every assistance. This must 
have taken place in 1017 or 1018; for Olaf died 
in the latter year. And Canute the Great visited 
Denmark in 1019, when it would not have been 
wise for him to find the young princes there.

It was in Hungary, at the Court of the Hun
garian king, that the two sons of the last English 
king — Eadmund and Edward —  were brought 
up. But it would appear that Eadmund died young, 
only Edward surviving the ordeals. Edward lived 
in Hungary about forty years, forgotten no doubt 
in his native land too. We do not know whether 
the young princes were accompanied into exile by 
their mother Ealdgyth; nor do we know whether 
during the long period of his sojourn in Hungary 
Prince Edward kept up any intercourse with Eng
land. When in 1057, after an absence of nearly 
forty years, he returned to England, he was 
probably more Hungarian than English.

In the meanwhile, in 1042, after the death 
of Canute and his family, a king was elected. 
This election resulted in the accession to the 
throne of Edward the Confessor, though in reality 
— according to the custom in force among the 
English — the right of succession belonged to the 
younger Edward, the prince then living in Hun
gary. But Edward the Confessor had no children, 
so that the English throne was again without an 
heir. Incalculable trouble and danger was in store 
for England in those stormy days. And it was in 
the anxiety aroused by the troubled political situa


