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H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A

C ZE C H S A N D  S L O V A K S
On February 6th. Charles Sidor, Editor-in-chief of the 

’ ’Slovak” , the leading organ of Monsignor Hlinka’s 
Slovak People’s Party, began the term of two months’ 
imprisonment to which he had been sentenced for a 
speech delivered at a revisionist meeting and an article 
published in a Czech Opposition daily appearing in 
Prague. Before entering the prison he was f§ted in 
Pozsony (Bratislava) by the leaders of his party and the 
members of the editorial staff, who took solemn leave 
of him and then accompanied him to the station. On his 
arrival at Rozsahegy (Ruzomberok), where he is to 
serve his term, he was met at the station by a deputation 
headed by Hlinka himself, being then accompanied to the 
prison by the Monsignor. —  The Nagytapolcs&ny Sec
retary of the Hlinka Party, Michael Branikovic, has 
been sentenced by the Nyitra District Court to one 
month’s imprisonment for anti-State agitation. —  
A  similar sentence has been passed on Nicholas Hrany, 
a labourer from Nagylapas, for having sung a parody 
of the Czech national anthem.

S C H O O L  S T R IK E
A t L6va, one of the most important towns in Southern 

Slovakia, parents are unwilling to allow their children 
to attend the State Slovak school until the autho
rities promise to have a new school built without 
delay —  of possible, before the opening of the next school 
year. In consequence, for some time past there has not 
been any teaching in the Slovak school.

R U M A N I A

’ ’N U M E R U S V A L A C H IC U S”
Alexander Vaida-Voivod, former Prime Minister, 

who signed the Paris Minority Treaty on behalf of 
Rumania, at a political meeting of the National Peasant 
Party convened for the purpose of drafting a political 
programme, moved the introduction of a ’ ’numerus 
clausus”  scheme as against the minorities. This system  
—  called by Yaida ’ ’numerus vlachicus”  —  is intended 
to provide that in every field of the public life of Rumania 
from the secondary schools upwards (in higher educ
ation, in commerce and industry, in the public services 
and among the employees of private enterprise, as also 
in the professions) the quota of persons belonging to 
minorities shall not exceed 2 5 %  of the Rumanians in 
the respective branches of public life. This means, in 
other words, that persons belonging to minorities are 
to be excluded from occupations or professions where 
their quota is in excess of 2 5 % . After a speech by Julius 
Maniu the executive committee of the Party rejected 
Vaida-Voivod’s motion; but the latter noted that he 
would bring the question before the general meeting of 
the National Peasant Party. So the matter is by no 
means closed.

C U LTU R A L C LO SIN G  O F F R O N T IE R S
As is well known, a Rumanian professor in the Uni

versity of Kolozsvar recently addressed to the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences a letter asking for the verses of 
Horace set to music. The Hungarian Academy complied 
with the request and sent the verses in question, which 
were however —  as reported by the ’ ’Hirado”  agency —

returned by the Rumanian Post Office unopened. Albert 
Berzeviczy, President of the Hungarian Academy, has 
stated that cases of the kind have already repeatedly 
occurred, and that the intervention of the competent 
factors had always proved of no avail. The President 
of the Academy believes that negotiations will be reopened 
shortly with the co-operation of delegates of the League 
of Nations and of representatives of the countries con
cerned. These negotiations will be carried on in Vienna.

N A G Y V A R A D  T O W N  L IB R A R Y  
TO  B E  CLO SED

The Nagyvarad Town Library, which comprises some 
40.000 volumes representing a value of nearly 10,000.000 
lei, is to be closed by the present Mayor, Tiberius Mo^ciu, 
on the ground that the bulk of the material contained 
in the library is Hungarian. The ’ ’Brassoi Lapok”  
(January 16th., 1935) is justified in speaking of this 
scheme as a ’ ’cultural scandal”  and in asking for the 
protection of the enlightened public opinion of Rumania 
and of the Minister of Education.

USE O F H U N G A R IA N  (M A G Y A R )  
P L A C E -N A M E S  F O R B ID D E N

All the papers appearing in Kolozsv&r have received 
from the Censor’s Office an ordinance in terms of which 
in the future the names of towns and villages, - street- 
names and the names of counties must not be written 
in Hungarian, only their Rumanian names being allowed. 
The ordinance in question also requires all printing 
establishments to use on all printed matter of every 
kind only the Rumanian place- and street-names. This 
measure is particularly surprising in view of the fact 
that on more than one occasion the findings of the 
courts of law have decided in favour of the use of the 
Hungarian place-names. The Magyar Party is doing all 
in its power through its parliamentary representatives 
to secure the invalidation of the ordinance, which is 
injurious to the position of the Hungarian minority. 
(’ ’Keleti Ujsdg” ,Vol. X V I I I .,  No. 26, February 2nd., 1935).

N O  H U N G A R IA N  M A Y  B E  E V E N  
A  P O ST M A N

On December 1st., 1934, the Postmaster-General 
dismissed from active service —  without granting them  
even a composition —  all the postmasters belonging 
to minorities. The ’ ’Brassoi Lapok” (No. 21, February 
1st., 1935) reports that by circular ordinance No. 1017/93 
based upon decrees of the Postmaster-General Nos. 
236.824 and 262.854/Ptt. S. Nastase-scu, Csikszereda 
District Inspector of Post Offices, required all the 
postmasters within his district (then, of course, all non
minority officials) to exchange all the minority employees 
under their jurisdiction still in active service for persons 
of Rumanian nationality, the work to be effected before 
April 30th., 1935. Until this measure has been carried 
into effect the said postmasters are to be personally 
responsible for every step taken by minority employees 
and are required to strictly control their activity. Thus, 
after April 30th. the postal service refuses to tolerate 
the presence of a single village clerk, postman or messen
ger not belonging to the Rumanian majority, —  even 
if the person in question happens to be a postmaster or 
to be paid by the village (township) where he is em
ployed.
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G E N D A R M E  B R U T A L IT IE S  A G A IN
Recently, in the County of Csik, a young farmer from 

Csikcsat6szeg named Joseph Incze (25 years of age) 
was so brutally lashed with a rope steeped in water by  
the non-com. in command of the gendarmerie station 
there that he suffered a rupture and even in the event 
of his surviving the injury will always he partly disabled 
(4 0% ) —  (” N6pujsag” , January 31st., 1935). A t Bika- 
falva in the County of Udvarhely a Szekler farmer of 
high standing named Albert Bedo has for no reason 
whatever been beaten black and blue by a gendarme 
’ ’Keleti Ujs&g” , January 28th., 1935).

Y  U G O S L  A Y  i  A

F IR S T  S E R B  G R A M M A R -S C H O O L  
(G Y M N A SIU M ) 125 Y E A R S  O LD

On January 27th., St. Save’s D ay, there were great 
doings in Novisad (Ujvidek) in celebration of the hundred 
and twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of the 
Serb grammar-school there. This educational institute 
was created in Hungary at a time when the Serbians 
living in the territory of present-day Serbia were still 
under Turkish rule and the idea of a Serb grammar- 
school was at best a dream; and it functioned without 
interruption during the Hungarian regime as the alma 
mater of Serb culture and a stronghold of Serbian national 
feeling, though at the same time striking evidence of the 
tolerance and liberalism of the Hungarians. As con
trasted with this striking example of liberal treatment, as 
things stand at present, the Hungarian minority living 
in Yugoslavia —  some half million souls —  do not 
possess a single secondary school.

ST A TIST IC S O F D E C E M B E R  
E X P U L S IO N S

As is well known, in connection with the attempt 
at Marseilles the Yugoslav Government expelled 
large numbers of persons who are now residing in 
Hungary. The data relating to these persons will be 
found in the statistics given below:

1. Total number of persons expelled from Yugo
slavia 3304, bread-winners 1402, dependants 
1902.

2. Their distribution by nationality.
Hungarians, 1191: breadwinners 577, depen
dants 614;
’ ’Homeless” , 400: bread-winners 138, depen
dants 262;
Doubtful, 1703: bread-winners 681, dependants
1022;
Yugoslavs 8: bread-winners 5, dependants 3; 
Others, 2: bread-winner 1, dependant 1.

3. Their distribution by race.
Magyars, 2373: bread-winners 995, depen
dants 1378;
Serbians, 95: bread-winners 46, dependants 49; 
Croats, 40: bread-winners 14, dependants 26; 
Germans, 766: bread-winners 301, dependants 
465;
Others, 30: bread-winners 14, dependants 16.

4. Domiciled in Yugoslavia before 1910, 933; 
bread-winners 354, dependants 579; between 
1910 and July 26th 1921. 1850; bread-winners 
751, dependants 1099, since July 26th 1911, 
521: bread-winners 267, dependants 254.

5. Possessing real estate in Yugoslavia: 470.
6. Served in the army in Yugoslavia: 105. With 

soldiers’ certificates: 11. Under military oath:
1. Examined by the military authorities: 44.

7. Desirous of returning: 1948; bread-winners 
756, dependants 1152.

8. Unwilling to return: 1356: bread-winners 606, 
dependants 750.

9. Occupations: Supported 2045 (bread-winners 
143, dependants 1902.) House-owners 389, 
Landowners 129, Owners of factories 11, Nuns 
. . . ,  Pensioners 16, Industrial workers 151, 
Shop assistants 27, Day labourers 138, Master 
craftsmen 72, Shopkeepers 22, Engineers and 
technical employees 4, Private Enterprise 
Employees 23, Domestic servants 50, Garde
ners and peasants 144, Other professional 
classes 35, Other nonprofessional classes 48.

10. Their distribution in Hungary.
In Budapest 865; bread-winners 364, depen
dants 501;
In provincial towns 1115; bread-winners 463, 
dependants 652;
In other places 1324: bread-winners 496, 
dependants 828.

11. Assets left behind in Yugoslavia.
Houses 398,
Land, 1818 cadastral yokes,
Works 54,
Shops 32,
Pieces of furniture 1893,
Money (dinars) 786.700. —  y —

In answer to a question respecting the expulsions asked 
by Mr. R hys Davies, M. P ., Sir John Simon, Foreign 
Secretary is reported by the papers to have said that the 
British Government had repeatedly expressed its mis
givings in the matter of the deportations. In respect of 
the nationality of the deportees, he thought the legal 
situation rather complicated; hut it would seem that 
these events had not augmented the number of persons 
of no nationality. The question of nationality depended 
upon the relevant provisions of the treaties of peace, not 
upon the recent procedure of the Yugoslav Government. 
However, the trouble was just the fact that the Yugoslav 
Government was not carrying into effect the provisions 
of Article 3 of the Minority Treaty of Saint-Germain 
and of Article 62 of the Treaty of Trianon, under which 
that Government is required to acknowledge as nationals 
of the Yugoslav State all persons who acquired rights of 
citizenship in the territory of presentday Yugoslavia 
prior to January 1st., 1910. A  considerable number of the 
’ ’homeless”  and 1703 ’ ’doubtful nationality”  persons 
shown in column 2. of the above statistics have been 
denied Yugoslav citizenship in direct defiance of the 
treaties of peace; as may be seen also from the fact that 
of that number 933 were resident in Yugoslavia prior to 
January 1st., 1910, so that there can be no question as to 
their being Yugoslav citizens (nationals) as provided in 
the treaties of peace. It  is equally characteristic that of 
the persons deported 105 were such as had served in the 
Yugoslav army, having therefore complied with their 
duties as citizens and being thus undoubtedly entit
led to the rights attaching to Yugoslav citizenship. 
So the question arises as to when Yugoslavia proposes 
to allow the return home of the deportess and in parti
cular of those deportees whose Yugoslav citizenship is 
undoubted. Among civilised nations it is not usual for 
a State to deport its own nationals; nor is the deportation 
en masse even of foreign nationals in keeping with the 
present development of international law.


