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EN G LISH  - H U N G A R IA N  CONNECTIONS D U R IN G  
TH E R E IG N  OF SIGISM UND K IN G  OF H U N G A R Y

T
he interesting article written by Dr. ]Sva Rona 
in the last number (January, 1935) of the 
’ ’Danubian Review” was, I am sure, very 
welcome to those who have set themselves 

to look for hitherto unknown connections between 
England and Hungary; for the article refers to a 
period which was rich in political and spiritual 
connections between the two countries. We may 
say that the reign of Sigismund, King of Hungary 
and Emperor of Germany (1387— 1487), was, chrono
logically speaking, the third period when political 
connections between England and our country gave 
rise also to spiritual influence. It is generally known 
that the first close contact had taken place in the 
X lth  century when Eadward, the younger son of 
Edmund Ironside, had spent nearly forty years in 
Hungary before being able to finally return to England 
in the year 1057. The second contact was also a 
dynastic one; it took place at the end of the X llth  
century, and was connected with the marriage of 
Bela III, King of Hungary, with Margaret, the 
’ ’younger English queen”  (1186— 96). Later on 
these connections had, as everybody knows, a fairly 
important effect on the development of our constit
ution.

Sigismund’s political connections with England do 
not begin with Henry V. but go back to his 
father, Henry IV, then only Bolingbroke. In 1392 
Bolingbroke on his way back from his second 
Lithuanian expedition, came to visit Sigismund, 
King of Hungary (” Nam de Prusia versus Hunga
rian, per Poloniam aliasque provincias diversas, 
pertransivit, ubi, a rege Hungarorum honorabiliter re- 
cep tus, magnis muneribus decoratus est.”  Capgrave: 
De illustr. Henricis. Ad an. 1392.) In the battle 
of Nikapoly (25 Sept. 1396) fought for the whole 
of Christendom, Henry supported Sigismund with
10.000 soldiers (Homan—Szekfii: Magyar tortenet. 
I l l ,  197). It is very likely that he was accompanied 
by John Beaufort, Count of Somerset, Henry’s half- 
brother (cf. Diet, of Nat. Biogr.), who, after the fatal 
defeat, escaped on board a Venetian galley. Thus 
we see that there were political connections already 
between Sigismund and the father of Henry V.

The fact that Hungary was not unknown to the 
England of Henry IV is corroborated by a historical 
datum referring to the great celebration which 
Sigismund organised in the spring of the year 1412. 
Many foreign guests came from remote countries to 
the celebration which followed the peace with the 
King of Poland, so that in Buda seventeen different 
languages —  and English was naturally one of them 
—  could be heard at the same time (’ ’Item von sunst 
Mechtig poten von Engellant von Frankreich und 
von andern Kunygen und steten.”  M. Wertner: 
Die Ofener Gaste von 1412. p. 12.)

Sigismund’s memorable visit to England and his 
sojourn of four months are known to students of 
history, although scientific research has still to find 
out whether this visit had any deeper influence on 
the history of our country.

The keen eyes of Sigismund recognised at once 
the paramount importance of Calais and Dover from 
the point of view of a future world-power:
’ ’And to the Kynge thus he seyde, ’My brothere’ , 
Whan he perceyved too townes Calys and Dovere, 
” Of alle youre townes to chese of one and othere,
To keepe the see and some to come overe 
To werre oughtwardes and youre regne to recovere, 
K ep e these too townes, sire, and your mageste,
As youre tweyne eyne to kepe the narowe see.”  

(Political Poems and Songs. Script. Rer. Brit. 14. 
II, 158.)

As to the economic connections between England 
and our country, I think that they began already 
before Sigismund’s time. We know that in the second 
half of the X llth  century the Transylvanian Saxons 
(often called ’ ’Flandrenses” ) settled in Hungary. 
These Saxons had very lively commercial connec
tions, especially in the XIVth century, during the 
reign of Lewis the Great. At the same time Edward 
III was reigning in England; and he is known to 
have contributed largely to the development of 
English wool trade. It was during his reign that 
Flemish weavers settled in England. Flanders became 
the centre of the English wool trade. It was through 
Flanders that the Saxons of Transylvania entered 
into commercial contact with England; and it was, 
of course, through the same medium that Hun
garian merchants bought wool for their country.

Hector Boece writes as follows: of Alexander, 
Earl of Mar, son of the illegitimate son of R o
bert, King of Scotland:

’ ’This nobill erle, as my author dois wryte,
Of policie in peax wes rycht perfyte,
And richt expert wes than in orbanitie,
With greit fredome and liberalitie.
He wes the first that evir brocht into Mar 
H ors of greit K y n d  fra Hungarie rycht far,
Quhilk plesand war and of ane large stature, 
And ay sensyne tha haif keipit that nature . .

(Boece: The Buik of the Croniclis of Scotland. Script. 
Rer. Brit. 6. I l l ,  550.)

It is with these minor details that I have tried to 
supplement the interesting article I have mentioned, 
although, as I have already observed, a study of 
the historical background will probably discover 
further results of Sigismund’s English connections. 

Budapest, February 16, 1935.
Dr. A lexanderFest.


