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D ISM E M B E R E D  H U N G AR Y
by

Rhys J. Davies M.  P.

I confess right away a natural instinct to favour 
the cause of the smaller nationalities and espe
cially those who are suffering humiliation at the 
hands of the bigger and mighty ones. This comes, 

maybe, of that sentiment all men embrace against 
the bully who whips the little chap who cannot 
possibly retaliate because he is physically smaller 
and weaker. Moreover, I was born in Wales; and whilst 
the English people are the most generous-minded of 
all in their treatment of smaller nations, I  well 
remember being compelled to attend, in my native 
village, a day school, owned and controlled by the 
English Church, which was alien to 85 per cent of the 
population. Then, if you please, we were not taught 
a word of our native language in that school. In fact, 
its teaching was strictly prohibited, when at the 
same time we knew that Jewish children in London, 
Manchester and Leeds were taught Yiddish at the 
public expense.

Happily, all that is now a thing of the past. Indeed, 
the Welsh, Irish and Scottish people almost domi
nate English politics, whilst the Englishman himself 
seems to be satisfied to let them.

Hungary is the small boy being kept down by 
bigger fellows. That is the position translated into 
human terms. In fact, it is worse than that; the big 
fellow, at the close of the great War, not only stole 
the youngster’s clothes from his back as it were, but 
reduced his living accommodation by one half 
and separated him from most of his blood relations 
as well. Who, therefore, can but sympathise with 
this little chap? Hungary is the suffering one; the 
Treaty of Trianon is the piece of paper which depri
ved her of her territory and more than half her 
population.

If you want to know how Hungary groans under the 
provisions of this Treaty, all you have to do is to take 
a trip to the University town of Szeged with a popu
lation of over 100.000, near the Yugoslav fron
tier. On the outskirts of that town you will see the 
new artificial frontier between Hungary and Yugo
slavia. It runs through a waterless ditch about six 
feet deep. On both sides there live farmers, all of 
Magyar stock ; peasants who used to mingle with 
each other socially, doing business together and 
attending the same place of worship regularly.

This, of course, is only one of many illustrations of 
the way the provisions of the Treaty of Trianon 
operate in actual practice; but it is worth pursuing 
a little further just to show what is happening in this 
part of the world. Those who pray for Peace and 
want to pursue it can do no better than study this 
problem. They will then know that Peace is not

possible under such conditions as those we are now 
describing.

On the other side of the ditch, when you look 
towards Yugoslavia, you will see watch towers built 
high above ground where Serbian soldiers stand to, 
all day and all night. They are armed, of course, 
and they are fortifipd further on with block-houses 
where you see nitches for the mouths of machine 
guns, or probably heavier types of the deadly things. 
Barbed wire entanglements abound along the fron
tier here; and the tragedy of it all is that farmers on 
one side of the ditch find their holdings in two 
separate countries. Every time they have to pass 
to and fro to till the soil they must show their pass
ports just as if they crossed any other well guarded 
frontier. Surely there never was such a hideous state 
of affairs in any part of the world! Indeed, it is very 
doubtful if the mightiest imperialist power the world 
has ever known could behave in a more brutal 
manner.

Then, every method known to the subtle mind is 
employed to prevent contact between the families 
living on the two borders. Reports show that many 
Hungarians have been shot on this spot during the 
last few years. You cannot, of course, argue with 
a soldier who belongs to another country when his 
bullets find their home is the heart of a man standing 
on his own territory. What madness all this is! It is 
no use blaming the soldiers, the farmers or the inha
bitants on this ridiculous frontier line; the blame 
rests on the heads of those who drafted the Treaty 
of Trianon which makes all this silly business possible.

What of the future of Hungary? Can the Hunga
rians look with any confidence to a change for the 
better? Will it ever be possible to bring back to the 
fold of the present Hungary those three million 
Magyars who are now living on what is, to them, 
foreign soil?

An answer to those questions is almost impossible. 
Changes in European affairs take place with such 
speed that they may answer themselves almost over 
night. On the other hand, we may have to wait for 
many years to come before any movement is made 
to redress Hungary’s grievances. One thing is certain, 
and that is all to the good: there are more people of 
eminence who understand Hungary’s problems today 
than has been the case since 1918. Moreover, it is 
certain that Hungary has many more friends in 
Great Britain today than she has had since the 
end of the Great War.

Should any great changes arise in Central Europe 
the Hungarian people will most certainly benefio 
by the exercise of that friendship and better under 
standing.




