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The import of  cloth was one of  the most important sectors of  international trade 
throughout the European Middle Ages and early modern period. Its history and impact 
on medieval economies have been studied by scholars for quite a long time, creating the 
impression that there are no new sources waiting to be found. Improved methods of  
archaeological excavations, however, have produced data significant to the international 
trade connections. This data was hidden in small leaden seals that were attached to 
the textile fabrics indicating their quality and origin. In this paper, I examine the cloth 
seals originating from Bavaria that have been found so far in the Carpathian Basin and 
compare the information provided by them with that already known from the available 
written sources. This comparison leads to several important conclusions. Perhaps most 
importantly, the dating range of  the known cloth seals can be convincingly limited 
within the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for all the nineteen known textile production 
centers. Also, the cloth marked by these seals indicates that some serious changes arose 
in textile consumption at the end of  the Middle Ages. In this study, I identify some new 
places of  origin not mentioned in the written sources and trace their distribution in the 
medieval Kingdom of  Hungary.

Keywords: international trade, textile production, medieval Bavaria, cloth seals, cloth 
and linen trade

Introduction

The reshaping and transformation of  the Western European economy in the 
late Middle Ages had several consequences, including an increase in the role of  
the southern German and Silesian textile industry1 and an ever greater presence 
of  its fabrics on the Hungarian markets.2 By the end of  the Middle Ages, the 
cloth import of  the Kingdom of  Hungary had become dominated by the 
production from the Holy Roman Empire, and a large portion of  these fabrics 
consisted of  cloth from southern Germany.3 The appearance of  such textiles 

*     The author is a member of  the Research Center for the Humanities, Hungarian Academy of  Sciences 
“Lendület” Medieval Hungarian Economic History Research Group (LP2015-4/2015). This study was 
prepared with the support of  the OTKA PD-115912 grant.
1  On Silesian cloth production in Hungary most recently see Mordovin, “Sziléziai posztó,” 439–54.
2  The most relevant works include: Schenk, Nürnberg und Prag; Ammann, Die wirtschaftliche Stellung; von 
Stromer, Die Gründung der Baumwollindustrie; Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb.
3  Ember, Magyarország nyugati külkereskedelme.



Bavarian Cloth Seals in Hungary

83

and the changes in their temporal and geographical distribution can be very 
clearly traced in the contemporary written sources. Fortunately, this part of  the 
research has already been successfully accomplished by scholars of  Hungarian 
medieval economic history, such as György Székely and Walter Endrei. Székely 
evaluated the available written sources on German cloth in Hungary in his 1975 
article,4 and Endrei discussed the “rest” of  the archival material in his book 
published in 1989.5

In this paper, I introduce a new – archaeological – type of  source in the 
research on late medieval and early modern Hungarian cloth imports. This 
source is a group of  small lead seals, which can help in identifying the origins of  
particular finds.6 These seals, however, indicate the provenance of  the product, 
but not the route by which it was transported or the origin of  the merchants. 
Certainly, I am not the first person to notice the significance of  such finds in 
the region. Along with the work of  Walter Endrei, some articles on the subject 
were written by Lajos Huszár, Ján Hunka, Radu Popa, and others.7 Nevertheless, 
the number of  cloth seals in the last two decades has increased significantly, 
enabling one to pursue more detailed research according to smaller regions of  
the provenance of  such finds.8

Although the cloth seals are very well known and widely evaluated in the 
Western scholarly literature, until about ten years ago their significance as a 
source was greatly underestimated in East Central Europe.9 The use and function 
of  these seals and the institutional background of  the authentication process in 
the larger textile centers are thoroughly analysed and described in the works 
of  Nicolaas Wilhelmus Posthumus, Geoff  Egan and Dieter Hittinger.10 Here, 
therefore, I concentrate only on the seals as a new type of  source omitting the 
details of  the production process.

4  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 765–95.
5  Endrei, Patyolat és posztó.
6  See Egan and Endrei, “The Sealing of  Cloth in Europe,” 47–75; Hittinger, Tuchplomben, 7–17; Kocińska 
and Maik, Średniowieczne i nowoźytne plomby tekstylne, 11–16.
7  Huszár, “Merchant’s seals,” 187–94; Hunka, “Nálezy olovených plômb,” 295–309; Popa, “Plumburi 
de postav medieval,” 237–39. For a brief  research history in Hungary see Mordovin, “Late Medieval and 
Early Modern Cloth Seals,” 193–94.
8  For Silesia once again Mordovin, “Sziléziai posztó,” 439–54.
9  Idem, “A 15–17. századi távolsági textilkereskedelem,” 267–82; Idem, “Late Medieval and Early 
Modern Cloth Seals”; Idem, “Egy négy évszázados bűntény,” 107–14.
10 Posthumus, De Geschiedenis van de Leidsche lakenindustrie; Egan, Provenanced Leaden Cloth Seals; Hittinger, 
Tuchplomben.
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The last two decades of  archaeological excavations and the intensive use of  
metal detectors (both legally and illegally) in several countries of  the Carpathian 
Basin have produced a relatively large number of  cloth seals the provenance of  
which lie in very different European regions, including Flanders, the Netherlands, 
the Holy Roman Empire, Bohemia, Silesia, Italy, etc. A significant group among 
them consists of  finds connectable to the southern German regions, most of  all 
to present-day Bavaria.

The borders of  the huge number of  principalities, counties, and duchies 
were continuously changing throughout the history of  the Holy Roman Empire, 
so it is very hard to choose a single larger political-historical unit within the 
southern German region. This persuaded me to do an analysis of  the items 
from the medieval and early modern finds that can be connected to the cities 
of  the present-day Free State of  Bavaria. Modern Bavaria includes parts of  the 
historical regions of  Franconia, Upper Palatinate, and Swabia. Unfortunately, 
the limits of  the present study do not permit me to evaluate the whole German 
territory.

The temporal frames of  the analysis are given by the dating of  the earliest and 
latest known cloth seals provenanced from Bavarian cities. Thus, at the present 
stage of  the research, the period in question can be limited to the fifteenth, 
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries.

In his 1975 article, György Székely mentions six southern German cities 
as origins of  cloth exports to Hungary: Bamberg, Eichstätt, Schwabach, Ulm, 
Nuremberg, and its suburb, Wöhrd. All of  them appear in the contemporary 
written sources evaluated by Székely.11 He at the same time emphasizes that 
despite the obvious and well-known significance of  textile production of  
Augsburg, he found no written evidence indicating that its cloths ever made 
it to Hungary.12 Endrei names eight additional Bavarian cities: Dinkelsbühl, 
Isny, Kempten, Memmingen, München, Öttingen, Rothenburg, and Waldsee. 
Altogether, the available Hungarian written sources give us a list of  fourteen 
textile production centers, which undoubtedly exported their fabrics to the 
Kingdom of  Hungary in the period beginning in the fourteenth century and 
ending in the seventeenth.

Nevertheless, the total number of  cities in the region in question that 
produced textiles in the late Middle Ages and early modern time was much 

11  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 778. 
12  Ibid.
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higher. According to Rudolf  Holbach’s monograph, at least 46 settlements had 
significant cloth industry.13

The Purely Written Evidence (Bamberg, Eichstätt, Öttingen, and Wöhrd)

Some of  the aforementioned places, such as Bamberg, Eichstätt, and Wöhrd, 
can be discussed very briefly. Despite their intensive and significant cloth 
production in the fifteenth–sixteenth centuries, so far no archaeological evidence 
has been found indicating that their fabrics were sold in Hungary. No cloth seals 
from these cities have been found so far in any other parts of  Europe. This is 
surprising because their cloth fabrics are mentioned relatively frequently in the 
Hungarian written sources.14

The cloth of  Bamberg as Pabenperger is first mentioned in the so-called 
Sybenlinder-register from 1436.15 This register was compiled by Hans Sybenlinder, 
the royal castellan of  Óbuda and Solymár in 1436, and it specified the tariff  
articles imported to Hungary. According to it, the Bamberg cloth appeared as 
the second-to-last cheapest item.16

The situation with Eischstätt, Öttingen, and Wöhrd on the one hand, 
was similar to that of  Bamberg since no indisputably identifiable cloth seals 
connected to these cities have been found so far. On the other hand, the state 
of  the research is a bit worse, because their fabrics are only rarely mentioned in 
the available written sources. The largest of  the three cities is Eichstätt. Goods 
from Eichstätt appear in the Sybenlinder account in 1436 (de panno Achsteter) 
among the cheapest articles.17 The other known source for its cloth is the 1457–
58 custom register from Pozsony (Pressburg, today Bratislava, Slovakia) – tuch 
aechstetar.18 The quality of  the cloth imported to Hungary from Eichstätt can be 
considered medium according to the duties paid for it.19 Öttingen appears in the 
sources only in the sixteenth century, alongside other southern German linen 
fabrics traded in Hungary by the Funck Trading Company. Balázs of  Csepreg 
(Walasch zu Tschapring) bought twenty rolls between 1517 and 1522.20 

13  Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb, 127–40, 763 (Karte 5).
14  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 778.
15  Kumorovitz, Monumenta Diplomatica (hereafter BTOE 3/2.), 272.
16  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 778.
17  BTOE 3/2. 272.
18  Kováts, Nyugatmagyarország áruforgalma, 102, 171.
19  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 783.
20  Endrei, Patyolat és posztó, 140.
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The identification of  Wöhrd was problematic even in the written sources. 
György Székely was the first person who convincingly identified the werderÿn, werder 
cloth as a product of  a Nuremberg-suburb, present-day Wöhrd. Known as an 
important textile production settlement, its fabrics appear in the Hungarian sources 
as early as the first half  of  the fifteenth century: in the Sybenlinder account21 
and in the Pozsony custom register.22 They are mentioned in custom registers 
and north-western toll accounts from the end of  the century in Nagyszeben 
(Hermannstadt, today Sibiu, Romania).23 Most probably, its disappearance from 
the later sources and the lack of  the cloth seals can be explained by the fact that 
from the end of  the Middle Ages the craftsmen of  Wöhrd were actually citizens of  
Nuremberg. Therefore, they produced the same sort of  cloth as the imperial city 
and – most probably – sealed it the same way. The regulations of  the Nuremberg 
City Council from 1489 and 1522 clearly imply this practice,24 and behind some of  
the Nuremberg seals, actually Wöhrd may be hiding (see the Nuremberg chapter).

Written and Probable Archaeological Evidence (Schwabach, Isny, Kempten)

The cloth from Schwabach is mentioned only once in the Hungarian sources. 
In 1501, the royal city of  Bártfa (today Bardejov, Slovakia) was allowed to pay 
part of  its taxes in cloth from Schwabach.25 The coat of  arms of  Schwabach 
depicts two crossing beer kettles with long handles combining the lion and the 
symbol of  the Hohenzollern family (Quarterly Argent and Sable).26 This coat of  
arms is interesting because a similar but very damaged image is familiar from 
two cloth seals. Both of  them are stray finds but while the find location of  
the first is unknown (somewhere in south-eastern Hungary), the second one 
was discovered in the vicinity of  Szolnok. The image visible on the obverse 
side depicts two crossing rods with some kind of  basket at the ends. Thus, it 
resembles the charge of  the Schwabach coat of  arms. The background of  the 
escutcheon is quarterly indicating the two different tinctures of  the Hohenzollern 
coat of  arms. According to the fragments of  an inscription on the seals they can 
be dated to the late fifteenth or the sixteenth century (Fig. 1a).

21  BTOE 3/2. 272.
22  Kováts, Nyugatmagyarország áruforgalma, 160, 168.
23  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 782–83; Ember, Magyarország nyugati külkereskedelme, 75–78.
24  Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 321.
25  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 784.
26  Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 61.
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Another city of  origin which might be traceable among the archaeological 
finds is Isny im Allgäu. The coat of  arms of  Isny includes a one-headed eagle 
holding a smaller escutcheon with a horseshoe.27 No sources have been published 
on this in detail yet, but Endrei mentions the appearance of  aisner or eisner linen 
fabrics in Hungary.28 So far, only one cloth seal can be connected with Isny. 
It was found on the site of  a deserted village destroyed in the late sixteenth 
century, located near Nagyszénás in south-eastern Hungary. The obverse side of  
the seal shows a well-executed horseshoe in a pearled circle, and a one-headed 
eagle-like bird can be seen on the reverse side. Since this is the only such find 
known both in and outside Hungary, the identification cannot yet be confirmed. 
It is not possible to date the find more precisely than sometime in the fifteenth 
or sixteenth century based on the style of  the details and the ante quem dating 
given by the destruction of  the settlement (Fig. 1b).

The third more-or-less probable identification concerns the products 
of  Kempten. The linen fabrics of  the city were well known in the sixteenth 
century,29 and they can be traced on the Hungarian markets.30 The coat of  arms 
of  Kempten is party per pale with a demi-eagle and a tower31 or party per pale 

27  The most authentic contemporary depiction of  the city coat of  arms is known from a manuscript: 
Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, BSB Cod.icon. 391 [S.l.] Süddeutschland 
(Augsburg?) um 1530, f. 80. 
28  Endrei, Patyolat és posztó, 141.
29  Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb, 160; Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 129.
30  Endrei, Patyolat és posztó, 141.
31  Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 40.

Fig. 1. Cloth seals from Schwabach (a), Isny (b) and Kempten (c)
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with a double-headed eagle united by a crown (without a tower).32 The cloth 
seal identifiable as being from the Kempten linen or fustian is very damaged. 
However, the impressions on the obverse side recognisable as a double-headed 
eagle (without the crown) and a small fragment of  a tower. The precise find 
location of  the item is unknown but it was discovered in the vicinity of  Szolnok, 
most probably beside a crossing over the Tisza River. There is no firm evidence 
to date this find. Only the bent sides of  the escutcheon with the eagle suggest 
the sixteenth or seventeenth century (Fig. 1c). Cloth seals from Kempten have 
been found in Bremen (Germany),33 London,34 and Salisbury35 but all three of  
them are quite different from the Hungarian one. The German find and the 
one from London can be dated to the seventeenth century, while the item from 
Salisbury is undated.

The Most Popular Cloth in Hungary (Nuremberg)

According to the fifteenth–sixteenth-century registers, Hungary had the 
most intense relationship with Nuremberg, of  all the Bavarian cities in that 
period.36 This is indicated not only by the large amount of  different goods 
imported from the city37 but also by strong family relations of  the Nuremberg 
and Hungarian urban patriciate.38 Cloth imports played a significant role in 
this.

The written evidence documents the appearance of  the Nuremberg fabrics 
on the Hungarian markets as early as the fifteenth century. The earliest reference 
to this can be found in the custom register of  Pozsony from 1457–1458, which 
mentions medium quality cloth from Nuremberg. In 1497, the fabrics of  the city 
appeared in the Saxon region of  Transylvania.39

From the first quarter of  the sixteenth century, the import of  the 
Nuremberg cloth production increased significantly, a process which is reflected 
in the custom registers. At the same time, the available written sources report 

32  Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 155.
33  Hittinger, Tuchplomben, 139, Taf. 9/8.
34  Egan, Lead Cloth Seals, 107, 192, Fig. 41/314.
35  Idem, “Cloth seals,” 71, 85, Fig. 26/155.
36  Westermann and Denzel, Das Kaufmannsnotizbuch, 129–31; Ammann, Die wirtschaftliche Stellung der 
Reichsstadt, 42–44, 80–83, Karte IV.
37  Schenk, Nürnberg und Prag, 47.
38  Ibid., 168–72.
39  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 779.
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on at least two types of  cloth brought from Nuremberg: more expensive long 
and medium-priced short fabrics.40 These products are often mentioned in the 
custom accounts of  Brassó (1529–56, Kronstadt, today Braşov, Romania) and 
Zsolna (1530–31, today Žilina, Slovakia). The local regulations of  Kolozsvár 
(Klausenburg, today Cluj-Napoca, Romania) also recorded two types of  the 
Nuremberg cloth.41 It seems that from the 1540s the import of  the higher 
quality textiles into Hungary became dominated by the cloth from Nuremberg. 
Thus, Nuremberg provided 73.67 percent of  the more expensive fabrics but 
only 4 percent of  the medium-quality fabrics, and even including the cloth from 
Wöhrd this figure climbs only to 16 percent. At the same time, there were no 
Nuremberg textiles within the cheapest group.42 The intensity of  this trade 
was so important that the German city became seriously dependent on sales in 
Hungary. The collapse of  the Hungarian market in the late sixteenth century 
caused notable financial difficulties in Nuremberg.43

Despite the wars and financial obstacles, from the mid-sixteenth century 
onward the cloth from Nuremberg was the most popular higher quality 
textile in the Kingdom of  Hungary. It is mentioned in hundreds of  letters 
and inventories, even if  in some cases the contemporaneous spelling of  the 
Nuremberg cloth may be confusing, causing it to be conflated with the cloth 
from Löwenberg (today, Lwówek Śląski, Poland).44 In 1551, the Transylvanian 
Chamber of  Salt paid its employees (salt cutters) with short lurnberg cloth. 
During the Ottoman wars, this cloth was transported to occupied territories 
and sold there by the Hungarian merchants throughout the second half  of  the 
sixteenth century.45 

The cloth production of  Nuremberg was thoroughly analysed in 1993 by 
Hironobu Sakuma. According to his monograph, the textile was produced and 
dyed here from the late thirteenth century onward, while the differentiation of  
the fabrics began in the following centuries. Sources from 1504 already mention 
seven sorts of  cloth produced in the city.46

40  Ember, Magyarország nyugati külkereskedelme, 77–78. The differentiation of  the fabric quality according 
to the sizes is presented in Nuremberg from the 1340s (Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 122).
41  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 780.
42  Ember, Magyarország nyugati külkereskedelme, 77.
43  Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 146–48.
44  Mordovin, “Sziléziai posztó,” 448–50.
45  Székely, “Posztófajták,” 781.
46  Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 50–53, 122.
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The practice of  sealing the local products first appears in the archival 
sources in ca. 1300 but with no indication of  whether wax or lead seals were 
used.47 The earliest reference to detailed regulation dates to the second half  of  
the fifteenth century. According to this regulation, at the time, the quality of  the 
cloth was indicated by the number of  lead seals. There were three sorts, which 
had respectively one, two or three seals. Unfortunately, the source does not 
discuss the imprints on the seals.48 By the beginning of  the sixteenth century, the 
information concerning the seals becomes more detailed. The table given below 
summarizes the available data concerning the seals used for the Nuremberg 
cloth49

Table 1. Types of  the Nuremberg cloth sealed according to the regulations
Bleached cloth

15th

Seal with a cross single seal1

Dyed cloth Seal with N three seals according to the three 
examiners2

Dyed cloth of  
different origin 
but examined 
in Nuremberg

15693

Painted N and F.A.R.B. no lead seals, except those traded in 
Italy. They received a usual N

Fustian Ox, Lion, Grape and 
Letter

English wool 1 Saint Lawrence and 
Imperial Eagle

English wool 2 Coat of  arms of  
Nuremberg, twice

English wool 3 Divided coat of  arms of  
Nuremberg and N

English wool 
(other cloth) 15704

N and Shield [probably 
the coat of  arms of  the 
city without the eagle]

1  Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 50–53, 122.
2  Ibid.
3  Ibid., 137–38.
4  Ibid., 139.

47  Ibid., 49–50.
48  Ibid., 122.
49  Similar table is given in Hittinger, Tuchplomben, Anhang 1.
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The data given in the table is well reflected in the cloth seal finds in Hungary. 
There are four types, which can undoubtedly be connected to Nuremberg (Fig. 
2).

Table 2. Main types of  the Nuremberg cloth seals found in the Carpathian Basin

T1

Obverse: Saint Lawrence 
holding book and gridiron; 
reverse: Gothic minuscule 
or Renaissance type NUE/
REMBE/RG

5 finds Eastern Slovakia, Stapar (Serbia: József  Géza 
Kiss’ Collection), vicinity of  Szolnok (3 items)

T2
Coat of  arms of  
Nuremberg on both sides 
of  the seal

14 finds

2 from southern Transdanubia (Private 
collection and Hungarian National Museum 
[hereafter HNM]); northern Transdanubia 
(HNM) Unknown (HNM) Bácska-Bánság 
(József  Géza Kiss’ Collection) Csomorkány; 
Ópusztaszer; Szeged vicinity; Orosháza-
Csorvás; Orosháza–Szentetornya; 3 from the 
vicinity of  Szolnok; Paks-Cseresznyés, Pápa

T3

Coat of  arms of  
Nuremberg and 
Renaissance W with floral 
ornament

12 finds

Orosháza–Gerendás; Orosháza–Nagyszénás; 
Kunágota; Bácska-Bánság (József  Géza Kiss’ 
Collection) Unknown (2 items in private 
collections) Castle of  Bács, 3 from the vicinity 
of  Szolnok, Paks-Cseresznyés

T4

Coat of  arms of  
Nuremberg and 
Renaissance N with floral 
ornament

7 finds

Unknown (HNM) Battonya–Basarága; Castle 
of  Diósgyőr; Castle of  Bajcsa; Castle of  
Sempte (today Šintava, Slovakia); Orosháza-
Szentetornya, Feltót

As the two tables make clear, the known cloth seals most of  all fit the 
category either of  textiles produced from English wool or English cloth dyed 
in Nuremberg. The first type of  seals unambiguously corresponds to the first 
group of  “English” fabrics from the sixteenth-century regulation, since there is 
no other version with an image of  Saint Lawrence. The only difference is the 
lack of  the imperial eagle and the inscription on the reverse side. The reason 
for this might be that, according to the type of  NUE/REMBE/RG, these seals 
seem to precede this regulation chronologically. They are datable to the late 
fifteenth or early sixteenth century (Fig. 2a). Unfortunately, all four such seals are 
stray finds and cannot be dated any more precisely. The one found near Szolnok 
with the Renaissance […]RE[…]/[…]RK[?] inscription indicates the use of  this 
type until at least the mid-sixteenth century. A very interesting fact about these 
finds is that there are no known similar cloth seals from other countries.
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The second type completely corresponds to the regulation. These seals 
have identical coats of  arms of  Nuremberg on both sides (Fig. 2b). Four out 
of  the fourteen such seals are stray finds without even a precise location. Two 
were found somewhere in southern Transdanubia, another one in northern 
Transdanubia, while in case of  the fourth find there is no data available at all.50 

Five more seals from different private and museum collections found in the 
vicinities of  Szeged and Szolnok should also be considered stray finds since there 
is no data regarding their precise localisations. At the same time, there are several 
luckier finds from Ópusztaszer, Csomorkány, Paks-Cseresznyés, Orosháza-
Csorvás, and Orosháza-Szentetornya on which considerably more information 
is available. Four of  them were found during archaeological field surveys, while 
the fifth (the one from Ópusztaszer) was discovered during the excavations of  
an abandoned rural settlement and monastic site.51 The stratigraphy does not 
help in these cases but the historical events define the ante quem data of  the finds. 
All five villages were more-or-less significant settlements before the Ottoman 
expansion in the mid-sixteenth century. Surviving the first period of  military 
activity, all of  them fell victim to the 1596 Ottoman campaign, the first phase of  
the Long Turkish War (or Fifteen Years War: 1591–1606).52

50  Three of  them have been already published: Mordovin, “Late Medieval and Early Modern Cloth 
Seals,” 213, Cat: 28–29; 214, Cat: 32.
51  Cloth seals from Ópusztaszer and Csomorkány were published: Vályi, “A távolsági kereskedelem,” 
62, Fig. 1–2. The rest are unpublished. I am grateful to Zsófia Mesterházy-Ács (Paks), Gyöngyvér Bíró, and 
Zoltán Rózsa (Orosháza) for this information.
52  Vályi, “A távolsági kereskedelem,” 66; Béres, “Csomorkány-Pusztatemplom,” 23.

Fig. 2. Cloth seals from Nuremberg: Type 1 (a), Type 2 (b), Type 3 (c) and Type 4 (d)
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The cloth seals with the coat of  arms of  Nuremberg on one side and 
a Renaissance W letter on the other cannot be directly connected to any of  
the versions described in the regulations (Fig. 2c). However, the coat of  arms 
seems identical with that on the second type. All of  the twelve such finds were 
discovered either around Szolnok (three items) or in the southern part of  the 
Great Hungarian Plain: Orosháza-Gerendás; Nagyszénás; Kunágota; Bácska–
Bánság (József  Géza Kiss’ Collection); unknown (two items in private collections) 
and the Castle of  Bács (today Bač, Serbia). The chronology of  this group can be 
also given according to the ante quem date of  the sites: all the settlements around 
Orosháza (Gerendás, Nagyszénás, Kunágota) were destroyed at the end of  the 
sixteenth century, which means that these seals must have been brought there 
earlier. The Renaissance details around the letter W and the coat of  arms suggest 
that they date back to the sixteenth century. Since the known regulation does not 
give any hints concerning the interpretation of  the fabrics marked with these 
seals, in my opinion, it should be identified with textiles not necessarily produced 
locally. It is very important that in the sixteenth century not only fabrics that 
were made in Nuremberg were given Nuremberg cloth seals, but also cloths that 
were imported from different places. Certainly, this product was also checked 
to be sure it met the required standards, and then it was sealed. After 1566, the 
local and the foreign cloths were marked differently.53 At the same time, the most 
plausible explanation for the simultaneous appearance of  the coat of  arms of  
Nuremberg and a W on the same seal is that such fabrics were also produced 
in Wöhrd. In this case, the W refers to the name of  the suburb. The fact that 
the Hungarian accounts and registers drew a distinction between the cloth from 
Wöhrd and Nuremberg54 proves that this difference was somehow recognisable 
and that for some reason it was important to separate these fabrics. The easiest 
way to present the different origin was to mark it on the seals.

The fourth group of  the known Nuremberg seals seems the best datable 
one. This is the type with a coat of  arms on the obverse side and a letter N on 
the reverse side with a clear Renaissance character (Fig. 2d). According to the 
contemporary regulations, this version appeared in the late 1560s.55 Altogether 
seven such finds are known so far, and they are all from the Carpathian Basin. 
Except the already published stray find,56 three were discovered in castles: 

53  Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 137–38.
54  Ember, Magyarország nyugati külkereskedelme, 77.
55  Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 137–38.
56  Mordovin, “Late Medieval and Early Modern Cloth Seals,” 213, Cat: 31.
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Bajcsa,57 Diósgyőr,58 and Feltót (today Tauţi, Romania). Two more were found 
around Orosháza (the deserted villages of  Szentetornya and Battonya). The 
last one, from Sempte, cannot be identified indisputably as a cloth seal from 
Nuremberg, because apart from the letter N, it bears no other characteristic 
details of  the group.59 As is known from the case of  Switzerland, the letter N 
may also refer to Nördlingen.60 The situation with the dating is in some ways 
similar to that with the other groups of  Nuremberg finds since at least four of  
the seven sites existed until the last decade of  the sixteenth or the first of  the 
seventeenth century.

Summarizing the Nuremberg cloth seal finds from Hungary, two details 
are very conspicuous. One is that there are no known published analogies from 
outside the territory of  the medieval Kingdom of  Hungary, except a single 
stray find of  the third type from Bohemia.61 The other such detail is that the 
dating of  all known Nuremberg cloth seals fits within the sixteenth century, 
with slight variance towards the late fifteenth and early seventeenth. Both of  
these observations are hard to explain. Perhaps the lack of  foreign analogies is 
primarily the result of  the different states of  the research. The reason for the 
second one might be explained by the relatively late introduction of  lead cloth 
seals in the textile production in Nuremberg. The interruption at the beginning 
of  the seventeenth century must have been the consequence of  the collapse of  
the cloth market in Hungary during and after the Long Turkish War.

Written Sources and Rich Archaeological Evidence (Ulm)

The case of  Ulm is somewhat clearer than the previous ones. The connections 
between Hungary and the city are well documented from the fourteenth 
century when Ulm became an important importer of  Hungarian wool. From 
as early as the mid-fifteenth century, medium quality Ulm cloth can be traced 
in the Carpathian Basin. In the Sybenlinder list it appears as VLMER.62 Even 
if  its quality decreased during the Ottoman period, it was still presented in the 
sixteenth–seventeenth-century custom records.63 Beginning in the late Middle 

57  Kovács, Bajcsa-vár, 179–206.
58  Czeglédy, A diósgyőri vár, XLVI/b.
59  Hunka, “Nálezy mincí zo Šintavského hradu,” 49.
60  I am grateful to Rahel C. Ackermann for this information.
61  Unpublished, found on a web-forum.
62  BTOE 3/2. 272.
63  Endrei, Patyolat és posztó, 131, 140, 150–51.
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Ages, Ulm was producing mainly two types of  textiles: woollen cloth and cotton 
fabrics. However, there is not yet any contemporary evidence for differences 
in the sealing practices used with these types of  textiles. The written sources 
from Ulm itself  show a gradually developing cloth industry up until the early 
seventeenth century, when it was interrupted by the Thirty Years’ War and never 
recovered.

As archaeological finds, there are three types of  cloth seals from Ulm in the 
Carpathian Basin, and all of  them include the coat of  arms of  the city: party per 
fess Sable and Argent.64

1)  obverse: coat of  arms of  Ulm; reverse: imperial eagle (Fig. 3a)
2)  obverse: coat of  arms of  Ulm; reverse: party per pale, demi-eagle at the 

pale (Fig. 3b)
3)  obverse: coat of  arms of  Ulm; reverse: inscription ULM written in 

Humanist capital letters (Fig. 3c)

There is a fourth type known in Germany, on which the coat of  arms on the 
obverse is supplemented with Renaissance letters V-L-M65 or a date (for example 
1518), and the imperial eagle of  the reverse is replaced with the Gothic minuscule 
type ULM. However, at the moment no examples of  this version of  the Ulm 
seals have been found in East Central Europe.

64  Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 80, 155, 171.
65  A similar one is known from Rheinau (Switzerland): Ackermann and Zäch, “Plomben Marken und 
Zeichen,” 100, Abb. 1a.

Fig. 3. Cloth seals from Ulm: Type 1 (a), Type 2 (b) and Type 3 (c)
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The largest collection of  the Ulm seals in Hungary originates from the 
excavations of  the old market square in the small western Hungarian town of  
Pápa. These finds represent the first two of  the known types of  such items. In 
Pápa the 14 seals were found in very different layers. Apart from three stray finds, 
two more came from modern features in secondary positions. The stratigraphy 
of  the rest of  the eight items can be dated from the late fifteenth to the early 
seventeenth centuries. The layers datable by coins indicate significant strata 
from the mid-sixteenth century. They are connected most of  all to the layers 
associated with the rearranging of  the market square when some new houses 
were built on the formerly paved surface. This process took place between 1526 
and the late 1560s.66 According to the numismatic finds from the same layers, 
the dating can be narrowed to the 1550s or 1560s. Some other Ulm seals were 
found in a destruction or levelling layers datable not later than to the beginning 
of  the seventeenth century. These layers indicate a huge catastrophe that struck 
the town around 1600. There were two such events in the history of  Pápa in this 
period, which may have led to the destruction of  all the buildings at the market 
square. The first was the siege of  1597 when the explosion of  the gunpowder 
destroyed the castle and burnt most of  the town to the ground.67 The next 
event, which was less likely to have been the cause, took place in 1600. The 
unpaid Walloon mercenaries revolted and turned to the Ottoman side. This led 
to another siege, which might have caused damage to the town as well. In any 
case, from the first decade of  the seventeenth century, the market square of  
Pápa was again rearranged and new stone houses were constructed on the site 
of  the earlier timber-framed ones.68 This construction activity was preceded by 
a significant levelling of  the debris of  the earlier structures. This is the levelling 
layer that contained the Ulm cloth seals. To conclude these observations, all the 
datable seals from Pápa come from the second half  of  the sixteenth century. The 
similar finds from Germany69 and Great Britain confirm this dating,70 indicating 
at the same time the earlier appearance of  this type of  Ulm seals.

Apart from the fourteen items found at Pápa, there are sixteen more cloth 
seals with the coat of  arms of  Ulm found in Hungary. All of  them are metal-
detector finds and thus cannot be dated properly. Eight seals were collected in 

66  Mordovin, “Előzetes jelentés,” 248–49.
67  Pálffy, A pápai, 47.
68  Mordovin, “Előzetes jelentés,” 249–50.
69  Hittinger, Tuchplomben, 144, Taf. 11/7.
70  Egan, “Lead Seals for Textiles,” 196.
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the vicinities of  Szolnok, and five additional seals were found in the plain region 
of  Hungary: Révbérpuszta, Hajdúböszörmény, Nagyszénás, Orosháza-Fecskés, 
and Orosháza-Szentetornya, one more not far from Bény (today Bíňa, Slovakia). 
The last one is a stray find from a private collection. The finds from the plain 
region can be dated to before the end of  the sixteenth century, because the 
deserted villages were destroyed in that time, during the so-called Long Turkish 
War (or Fifteen Years War: 1591–1606). Most of  the stray finds (six seals) belong 
to the first group (arms and a whole eagle). Five more represent the second 
group with the demi-eagle. Only two items have the inscription VLM on the 
reverse, and three more were identified only on the basis of  the fragments of  the 
coat of  arms. At the present stage of  the research, there is not enough data to 
make any chronological distinction between the three types of  seals from Ulm.

Scarce Written and Firm Archaeological Evidence (Augsburg, Dinkelsbühl, 
Memmingen, Rothenburg, and Waldsee)

The absence of  the written sources concerning a particular production center 
does not necessarily mean the complete absence of  its fabrics in the Kingdom 
of  Hungary. This is the case of  Augsburg. Cloth production in the city began 
in the thirteenth century. Its fabrics were very widespread all across the Europe. 
This fact is well documented not only by the contemporary written sources71 
but also by a large number of  the cloth seals with the coat of  arms and symbols 
of  Augsburg. The most popular product from the Augsburg textile industry 
was the fustian, which can be dated from the thirteenth century onward, and 
by the end of  the Middle Ages was represented by fabrics of  different quality 
and colours.72 According to Székely, there is no mention of  Augsburg in the 
Hungarian sources. However, he checked primarily the sources on the north-
western section of  the border of  the Hungarian Kingdom referring exclusively 
to the cloth fabrics (i.e. woollen production). He did not collect references for the 
linen or cotton textiles, which, however, was also regularly imported to Hungary. 
Correspondingly, the fustian – which was made of  cotton – was omitted from 
his collection. At the same time, it is perfectly possible that the products from 
Augsburg were used as duties paid elsewhere, probably crossing the northern or 
western borders.

71 Stromer, Die Gründung der Baumwollindustrie, 31–32.
72 Sakuma, Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, 130, 179; Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb, 183, 
188–90.
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Walter Endrei in his study states that the Augsburg fustian was traded in 
Hungary. Thus, for example, in 1519 the Funck Trade Company sent some 
rolls of  this textile to Kőszeg.73 The presence of  the Augsburgian fustian in the 
Kingdom of  Hungary can be confirmed so far on the basis of  two cloth seals. 
One of  them is known from the private collection of  József  Géza Kiss. It was 
found originally in the south-eastern part of  Hungary (Fig. 4a). The other was 
discovered during a field survey in Kóny (north-west Hungary) (Fig. 4b). Both 
of  them represent a very characteristic type of  seal with a Gothic majuscule 
A referring to the name of  the city on the obverse and the pine cone on the 
reverse. The last one appears in the coat of  arms of  the city from the Middle 
Ages.74

This type of  cloth seal was in relatively widespread use all across Europe, 
and it is familiar from at least five countries: England,75 Germany,76 Poland,77 
Denmark,78 and the Netherlands.79 Since the seals from Hungary are stray finds, 

73 Endrei, Patyolat és posztó, 150.
74 Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 80, f. 167.r; Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 18.
75 Egan, “Cloth seals,” 70, 84, Fig. 25/143; 85, Fig. 26/144–50.
76 Hittinger, Tuchplomben, 126–27, Taf. 2/1–8.
77 Kocińska and Maik, Średniowieczne i nowoźytne plomby, 62–64; Bobowski, Plomby tekstylne z 
wykopalisk, 80–90.
78 Orduna, Middelalderlige klaedeplomber, 253–56.
79 Baart et al., Opgravingen in Amsterdam, 53–54.

Fig. 4. Cloth seals from Augsburg (a-b) and Memmingen (c-d)
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their dating can be done according to similar finds from other sites. The form 
of  the coat of  arms and the size of  the Hungarian finds are very common for 
most of  the similar European seals. These analogies enable us to date the item 
from the private collection to the sixteenth century and the one from Kóny to 
the seventeenth century. However, the style of  the cone of  the seal from Kóny 
and the fact that the reverse side of  the seal has specific iconography suggest an 
even later date for this item, sometime around the late seventeenth or even the 
eighteenth century.

There is a relatively large group of  southern German cities known as 
exporters of  linen or fustian fabrics to Hungary in the late Middle Ages. The 
written sources from the first half  of  the sixteenth century mention Dinkelsbühl, 
Memmingen, Rothenburg, and Waldsee.80 These places were relatively well 
known for their high and medium quality textile production in the late Middle 
Ages, up to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.81 There is no information 
concerning the quality of  their fabrics sold in Hungary or the quantities that 
were sold. Nevertheless, the number of  the identifiable cloth seals is relatively 
small. The most widespread type is from Memmingen, which can be identified 
by its coat of  arms blazoned party per pale demi-eagle and cross gules.82 When 
readable, the reverse side in most of  the cases shows a Gothic minuscule M 
referring to the name of  the city. Altogether, six indisputable finds (i.e. finds that 
bear a recognisable coat of  arms) are known from the Carpathian Basin: Pápa 
(Fig. 4c), Csejte (today Čachtice, Slovakia), Bény, Battonya-Kovácsháza, Szolnok, 
and one in a private collection (Fig. 4d). There are two more finds, which can be 
identified as originating in Memmingen on which only the Gothic M survived. 
Both finds were discovered at the market square of  Pápa. Concerning the dating, 
only the finds from Pápa and Csejte have any stratigraphical data. In the first 
case, the seals with the letter M came from the layers datable to the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries. The one from Csejte, which was improperly identified 
by Ján Hunka as a cloth seal from Opole (Silesia, Poland), was accompanied by 
two coins, the younger of  which was a quarting of  King Sigismund from 1430–
37.83 As they are almost identical with the stray finds, the dating seems to have 

80 Endrei, Patyolat és posztó, 131, 140–41.
81 Stromer, Die Gründung der Baumwollindustrie in Mitteleuropa, 15, 38, 54, 95; Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag 
und Großbetrieb, 135, 161–62, 183.
82 Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 46; Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 80, f. 157. r.
83 Hunka, “Nálezy olovených plômb,” 300, 302, Obr. 3/3.
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been the same, roughly the period from the mid-fifteenth until the mid-sixteenth 
century.

All four cloth seals connected to Dinkelsbühl should be regarded as stray 
finds, including the two from the vicinity of  Szolnok. The find locations of  two 
others are completely unknown: one is in a private collection (Fig. 5a), the other, 
which is in the Hungarian National Museum (Fig. 5b), has already been published 
but as of  unknown provenance.84 These items can be identified according to the 
three corns in the ear from the coat of  arms of  the city.85 The reverse side of  
the seals depicts an imperial eagle. In one case, only the reverse side survived 
with the eagle but its characteristic shape enables one to identify the seal firmly. 
There is no data so far for dating this group of  seals more precisely than the 
fifteenth or sixteenth centuries, based mostly on historical references on the 
settlement structure of  the Great Hungarian Plain, where these finds might have 
been discovered. I have not yet found any published seals from Dinkelsbühl 
outside the Carpathian Basin.

The last two cities, Rothenburg and Waldsee, have relatively simple and thus 
not unambiguously identifiable coats of  arms. The coat of  arms of  Rothenburg 
is Argent a castle with two towers Gules;86 for Waldsee, the coat of  arms is even 

84  Mordovin, “Late Medieval and Early Modern Cloth Seals,” 228, Cat: 92.
85  Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 29; Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 80, f. 155.
86  Ibid., 154.

Fig. 5. Cloth seals from Dinkelsbühl (a-b), Waldsee (c) and Rothenburg (d)
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simpler: Sable a fess Argent.87 The identification of  the seals was possible due 
to the inscriptions on them: ROTEN/BVRG and WALDSEE. Two seals from 
Waldsee were found in the course of  the excavations at Pápa, and another one 
comes from the vicinity of  Szolnok (Fig. 5c). The latter is a stray find, but those 
from Pápa were discovered on the sixteenth–seventeenth-century surface layers 
of  the market. The reverse side of  the seals in all cases depicts the coat of  arms 
of  the city. There is only one known item firmly identifiable with Rothenburg, 
also found somewhere around Szolnok, but with no information that would 
make it possible to identify the location any more precisely (Fig. 5d). The dating 
can be deduced only from the type of  inscription. The antique style of  the fonts 
suggests dating not earlier than the first half  of  the sixteenth century. 

Only Archaeological Evidence (Munich, Regensburg, Hof, Kulmbach, and 
Kaufbeuren)

The list of  the cities the textile products of  which were imported to the Kingdom 
of  Hungary (as we know from the written sources) can be extended by five more 
places. This information comes from the archaeological finds. All five cities, 
namely, Munich, Regensburg, Hof  an der Saale, Kulmbach, and Kaufbeuren, 
played more or less notable roles in the textile industry of  southern Germany, 
but none of  them appears in the known contemporary written documents as 
an exporter of  textiles to Hungary. The most significant center for them was 
Munich,88 the cloth seal of  which found at Castle Szitnya (today Sitno, Slovakia) 
was first identified by Ján Hunka.89 Since then, one more has been found in 
the vicinity of  Szolnok and at least eight at the market square of  Pápa (Fig. 
6a–b). The basis for the identification of  them is a monk’s head on the obverse, 
which at the same time refers to the name of  the city and to its coat of  arms.90 
The reverse of  the seals varies considerably, presenting at least five different 
imprints: a stylized image of  a church (a triangle or rectangle with a cross on 
top), a Gothic minuscule letter M or flowers. Only the last type recurs twice. 
There is no convincing explanation for this phenomenon, but it might indicate 
that these marks were some kind of  privy marks. The Munich seals found in 
Pápa can be dated predominantly to the sixteenth century, even if  two items 

87  Ibid., f. 164.
88  Steck, Das Münchner Loder- und Tuchmachergewerbe.
89  Hunka, “Nálezy olovených plômb,” 300, 302, Obr. 3/4.
90  Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 15.r.; Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 47–49.
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were discovered in later layers. It seems that no cloth from Munich arrived to 
Pápa after the occupation of  the town by the Ottoman army in 1594 and its 
destruction during the siege in 1597.91 The seal found at Castle Szitnya has been 
dated to the fifteenth century.92 The last one from Szolnok is a stray find, but the 
characteristic late Renaissance style fonts from the fragmented inscription on the 
reverse ([…]HA) suggest a relatively late dating, maybe even to the seventeenth 
century.

Outside the territory of  medieval Hungary, only two cloth seals that can be 
connected to Munich are known so far, both of  them from the metal detectorists’ 
web forums. The monk’s head on the obverse is almost identical with that on the 
Hungarian finds, while the reverse shows privy mark-like symbols.93 Their dating 
is uncertain, as are their find locations.

The textile production of  Regensburg was as important as that of  Munich, 
but only four cloth seals that can be indisputably connected to the city have 
been found so far (both in and outside of  Hungary). The unquestionable 
identification is possible only when the imprints on the seals included the name 
of  the city, because the relatively widespread crossed keys in its coat of  arms 
may refer, for example, to Leiden, Lubań or Weil der Stadt. The obverse of  all 
four certain finds shows the head of  St Cassian (the patron of  the oldest parish 

91  Mordovin, “Előzetes jelentés,” Some cloth seals from Munich found in Pápa have already been 
published: Mordovin, “A 15–17. századi távolsági textilkereskedelem,” 273, 3, image 5–6.
92  Hunka, “Nálezy olovených plômb,” 300.
93  Sources for this information: www.detektorforum.de.

Fig. 6. Cloth seals from Munich (a-b) and Regensburg (c-d)
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church of  Regensburg), with the circumscribed text RATISPONENSIS (Latin 
for of  Regensburg). In some cases, the reverse side has also survived, presenting 
the coat of  arms, i.e. the crossed keys. Three of  the seals from Regensburg are 
stray finds: one was found in the vicinity of  Győr (Fig. 6c), two others are still 
in a private collection with no indication of  their find locations (Fig. 6d). The 
fourth item was found during rescue excavations carried out at the Buda castle. 
However, no archaeological dating is available for it either.94 The chronology of  
these finds is based only on stylistic features, namely the fonts of  the inscription, 
suggesting most convincingly that they were made in the fifteenth century.

There are some more cloth seals with crossed keys but with no other 
identifying details. According to their quality and comparing them with the 
reliably identified seals from Leiden and Lubań, they may be connected to 
Regensburg. Such seals have been found during field surveys in the vicinity of  
Szécsény and in the deserted village of  Orosháza-Pereg.

Hof  an der Saale was a less significant textile production center95 but it 
is nonetheless relatively well represented in Hungary by its cloth seals. The 
obverse of  these seals usually shows the coat of  arms of  the city: Gules two 
towers Argent in escutcheon between them Sable with Lion rampant Or.96 The 
reverse could have been executed in two ways: a large Renaissance H referring 
to the name of  the city, or a ligature HOF. Altogether, five cloth seals can be 
identified as provenanced from Hof. Four of  them have been found in Pápa, 
predominantly on the sixteenth-century surface of  the market (Fig. 7a). The fifth 
similar item has already been published but only as an unidentified find datable 
to the seventeenth century97 (Fig. 7b). It was donated to the Hungarian National 
Museum as part of  a larger collection and thus has no data concerning its origin. 
There are no other known seals from Hof  elsewhere.

Another city not mentioned in the Hungarian written sources but represented 
in Hungary by its cloth seals is Kulmbach. The place was known primarily for its 
fustian production, which reached its peak in the late Middle Ages.98 The cloth 
seals, both of  which were found at the Market Square of  Pápa, can be identified 

94  Preliminary evaluation of  the cloth seal from Buda was recently prepared by Viktória Horváth in her 
MA thesis. Viktória Horváth, “Színesfémleletek a 14–17. századi budavári palotából.”
95  Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb, 135–36, 195–97; Ammann, Die wirtschaftliche Stellung der 
Reichsstadt Nürnberg, 85.
96  Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 39.
97  Mordovin, “Late Medieval and Early Modern Cloth Seals,” 231, Cat: 103.
98  Holbach, Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb, 195–96; Stromer, Die Gründung der Baumwollindustrie in 
Mitteleuropa, 89–92, 123–25.



104

Hungarian Historical Review 6,  no. 1  (2017): 82–110

by the inscription CVLM/BACH (Fig. 7c) or by the easily recognisable coat 
of  arms: party per pale with Hohenzollern arms on the left and Azure Lion 
and Eagle Argent on the right.99 Seals from the Kulmbach-fabrics have been 
discovered in the layers dated by fifteenth and sixteenth-century coins. Most 
probably, the cloth was imported to Pápa in the time of  the heyday of  the city, 
i.e. in the middle of  the sixteenth century.

The last city represented by only two items is Kaufbeuren. This relatively 
small place was not too significant but it produced reasonably good quality 
fustian.100 There are two seals that can be connected to Kaufbeuren, in both 
cases on the base of  the coat of  arms visible on them: Gules bend Or with two 
stars Or.101 The one discovered in Pápa has been published. It can be dated to 
the sixteenth century according to the stratigraphy of  the excavation site102 (Fig. 
7d). The second cloth seal was recently acquired within a larger collection from 

99   Tyroff, Wappenbuch der Städte, 26.
100 Stromer, Die Gründung der Baumwollindustrie in Mitteleuropa, 15–22.
101 Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, f. 80.
102 Mordovin, “A 15–17. századi távolsági textilkereskedelem,” 273, 3, image 8.

Fig. 7. Cloth seals from Hof  an der Saale (a-b), Kulmbach (c) and Kaufbeuren (d)
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the vicinity of  Szolnok. Unfortunately, there is no data available concerning the 
find location of  the seal. According to the similar features of  the coat of  arms, it 
must be dated correspondingly to the sixteenth century. There is a single known 
analogy for cloth seals from Kaufbeuren in Switzerland.

Conclusion

An evaluation of  the written and archaeological sources together produces a 
complex image of  textile imports from the southern German region to the 
Kingdom of  Hungary in the late Middle Ages and early post-medieval period 
(more precisely, the fifteenth–sixteenth centuries). The most important result of  
this analysis is the creation of  a long list consisting of  nineteen textile production 
centers, fabrics from which undoubtedly reached Hungary in the period in 
question. The analysis also illustrates the importance of  interdisciplinary 
approaches, even in questions concerning economic history. The archaeological 
finds function as contemporary written documents, offering important details 
concerning geography and chronology and creating a special puzzle missing 
from the early approaches, which relied entirely on traditional written sources. 
By evaluating cloth seals, we not only learn the names of  other medieval cities, 
which from now can be connected to Hungary, we also can identify the very last 
stop of  the fabrics of  the city-exporters, the very places of  consumption, where 
the rolls of  cloth, fustian, or linen were finally sold in retail (Fig. 8).

Summarizing the information gained from the different sources, the 
chronological framework can be limited to a bit less than two centuries, from the 
mid-fifteenth century until the first decades of  the seventeenth century. The lack 
of  the cloth seals from the seventeenth century still needs explanation. Despite 
continuing reports in the written sources about the trade in German fabrics, the 
gradually shrinking market of  the Kingdom of  Hungary, which was devastated 
by endless wars with the Ottoman Empire, resulted in a spectacular decrease in 
the cloth import by the end of  the Long Turkish War. The transformation in the 
composition of  the goods consumed must have begun even earlier. According 
to the archaeological evidence (primarily from Pápa), the decrease in the overall 
value of  the textiles consumed must have begun in the second quarter of  the 
sixteenth century. While there is strong evidence for the presence of  higher 
quality products (from centers like Nuremberg, Memmingen, and Dinkelsbühl) 
in the first half  and middle of  the sixteenth century, products which were 
marked with large, nicely elaborated seals, by the end of  the century the size and 
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the quality of  the seals declined noticeably. The drop in the import and sale of  
quality textiles can also be seen in the appearance of  a large quantity of  relatively 
cheap fabrics (Hof, Waldsee, Munich, etc.). Trends in the import of  cloths from 
other regions (e.g. the Low Countries, Silesia, Bohemia, and Austria) confirm 
and reflect this tendency.

This work should be regarded as preliminary, as there are still many 
unidentified cloth seals that have been found in the Carpathian Basin. From a 
longer perspective, an interdisciplinary analysis of  all available finds will give a 
more detailed overview of  this topic.

Bibliography

Ackermann, Rahel C., and Benedikt Zäch. “Plomben Marken und Zeichen.” Schweitzer 
Münzblatter 263 (2016): 99–111.

Ammann, Hektor. Die wirtschaftliche Stellung der Reichstadt Nürnberg im Spätmittelalter. 
Nürnberg: Selbstverlag des Vereins für Geschichte der Stadt Nürnberg, 1970.

Baart, Jan, Wiard Krook, Ab Lagerweij, Nina Ockers, Hans van Regteren Altena, Tuuk 
Stam, Gerard Stouthart, and Monika van der Zwan. Opgravingen in Amsterdam 
[Excavations in Amsterdam]. Amsterdam: Fibula-van Dishoeck, 1977.

Béres, Mária. “Csomorkány-Pusztatemplom 1991. évi régészeti-műemléki kutatásának 
eredményei” [Results of  the archaeological research in Csomorkány-Pusztatemplom 
in 1991]. Múzeumi Kutatások Csongrád Megyében (1991): 21–30.

Bobowski, Bogdan. Plomby tekstylne z wykopalisk na terenie Dolnego Miasta w Gdańsku 
[Textile seals from the excavations at the Dolne Miasto in Gdańsk]. Łódź: WSEZ, 
2009.

Czeglédy, Ilona. A diósgyőri vár [The castle of  Diósgyőr]. Budapest: Akadémiai Kiadó, 
1988.

Detektorforum website. Accessed December 27, 2014. http://www.detektorforum.
de/smf/bleiobjekte/tuchplombe-t75579.0.html. Accessed December 28, 2014. 
http://www.detektorforum.de/smf/bleiobjekte/tuchplombe-t75579.0.html.

Egan, Geoff. “Cloth Seals.” In Salisbury Museum Medieval Catalogue, Part 3, edited by Peter 
Saunders, 43–86. Salisbury: Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum, 2001.

Egan, Geoff. Lead Cloth Seals and Related Items in the British Museum. London: Department 
of  Medieval and Later Antiquities, 1994.

Egan, Geoff. “Lead Seals for Textiles.” In The Monastery & Abbey of  Paisley, edited by 
John Malden, 192–98. Glasgow: Renfrewshire Local History Forum, 2000.



108

Hungarian Historical Review 6,  no. 1  (2017): 82–110

Egan, Geoff. “Provenanced Leaden Cloth Seals.” PhD diss., University College, 
University of  London, 1987.

Egan, Geoff, and Walter Endrei. “The Sealing of  Cloth in Europe, with Special 
Reference to the English Evidence.” Textile 13 (1982): 47–75.

Ember, Győző. Magyarország nyugati külkereskedelme a XVI. század közepén [Foreign 
trade to the west in Hungary in the middle of  the sixteenth century]. Budapest: 
Akadémiai Kiadó, 1988.

Endrei, Walter. Patyolat és posztó [Cambric and cloth]. Budapest: Magvető Kiadó, 1989.
Hittinger, Dieter. Tuchplomben: Warenzeichen des späten Mittelalters und der Neuzeit aus dem 

norddeutschen Küstgebiet. Aachen: Shaker Verlag, 2008.
Holbach, Rudolf. Frühformen von Verlag und Großbetrieb in der gewerblichen Produktion (13–16. 

Jahrhundert). Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1994.
Horváth, Viktória. “Színesfémleletek a 14–17. századi budavári palotából” [Colored 

metal finds from the fourteenth–seventeenth centuries in the Budavár palace ]. MA 
Thesis, Eötvös Loránd University, 2016.

Hunka, Ján. “Nálezy mincí zo Šintavského hradu” [Coin finds from the Šintava castle]. 
In Šintavský hrad vykopaný – zakopaný [Šintava castle excavated – Reburied], edited 
by Rastislav Petrovič and Július Matis, 42–49. Sereď: Občianske združenie Vodný 
Hrad, 2006.

Hunka, Ján. “Nálezy olovených plômb na zaisťovanie prepravovaných tovarov (14.–17. 
stor.) zo Slovenska” [Finds of  the leaden seals used for authentication of  traded 
goods (14th – 17th centuries) in Slovakia]. Študijné Zvesti Archeologického Ústavu SAV 
33 (1999): 295–309.

Huszár, Lajos. “Merchant’s Seals of  the 16th and 17th Centuries.” Folia Archaeologica 13 
(1961): 187–94.

Kocińska, Maria Karolina, and Jerzy Maik. Średniowieczne i nowoźytne plomby tekstylne z 
wykopalisk w Gdańsku [Medieval and modern textile seals from the excavations in 
Gdańsk]. Łódź: Łódzkie Towarzystwo Naukowe, Muzeum Archaeologiczne w 
Gdańsku and Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii PAN, 2004.

Kovács, Gyöngyi ed., Bajcsa-vár : Egy stájer erődítmény Magyarországon a 16. század második 
felében [The Bajcsa castle: A Styrian fortification in Hungary in the second half  
of  the sixteenth century]. Zalaegerszeg: Zala Megyei Múzeumok Igazgatósága, 
2002.

Kováts, Ferenc. Nyugatmagyarország áruforgalma a XV. században a pozsonyi harmincadkönyv 
alapján: Történet-statisztikai tanulmány [The circulation of  commercial goods in 
western Hungary in the fifteenth century on the basis of  the Pressburg thirtieth 
customs register]. Budapest: Politzer, 1902.



Bavarian Cloth Seals in Hungary

109

Kumorovitz L., Bernát, ed. Monumenta Diplomatica civitatis Budensis. Vol. 2. Budapest: 
Budapest Történeti Múzeum, 1987–1988.

Mordovin, Maxim. “A 15–17. századi távolsági textilkereskedelem régészeti emlékei 
Pápán” [Archaeological finds in Pápa concerning long-distance textile trade in the 
fifteenth–seventeenth centuries]. In Fiatal Középkoros Régészek IV. Konferenciájának 
Tanulmánykötete, edited by Máté Varga, 267–92. Kaposvár: Rippl-Rónai Múzeum, 
2013.

Mordovin, Maxim. “Egy négy évszázados bűntény nyomában” [Tracing a four-
centuries-old crime]. Belügyi Szemle 64 (2016): 107–14.

Mordovin, Maxim. “Előzetes jelentés a Pápa-Fő téren végzett megelőző feltárások 
második és harmadik üteméről” [Preliminary report on the second and third 
stages of  the rescue excavations on the Main Square of  Pápa]. Régészeti Kutatások 
Magyarországon 2011–2014 (2016): 244–57. 

Mordovin, Maxim. “Late Medieval and Early Modern Cloth Seals in the Collection of  
the Hungarian National Museum.” Archaeologiai Értesítő 139 (2014): 193–94.

Mordovin, Maxim. “Sziléziai posztó Magyarországon a régészeti leletek tükrében” 
[Silesian cloth in Hungary on the basis of  archaeological finds]. In Pénz, posztó, piac: 
Gazdaságtörténeti tanulmányok, edited by Boglárka Weisz, 439–54. Budapest: MTA 
BTK TTI, 2016.

Orduna, Jette R. Middelalderlige klaedeplomber – blyplomber fra klaede importeret til Danmark 
indtil 1600 [Medieval cloth seals – lead seals from cloth imported to Denmark until 
1600]. Aarhus: Aarhus Universitet, 1995.

Pálffy, Géza. A pápai vár felszabadításának négyszáz éves emlékezete 1597–1997 [The four 
hundred year-old memory of  the liberation of  the castle of  Pápa: 1597–1997]. 
Pápa: Jókai Mór Városi Könyvtár, 1997.

Popa, Radu. “Plumburi de postav medieval” [Medieval cloth seals]. In Radu Popa, studii şi 
articole I, edited by Daniela Marcu Istrate and Adrian Ioniţa, 237–39. Cluj-Napoca: 
Editura MEGA, 2014.

Posthumus, Nicolaas Wilhelmus. De Geschiedenis van de Leidsche lakenindustrie II: De nieuwe 
tijd (zestiende tot achttiende eeuw). De lakenindustrie en verwante industrieën [The history 
of  Leiden cloth industry II: The new era (sixteenth to eighteenth century)]. 
‘s-Gravenhage: Martinus Nijhoff, 1939.

Sakuma, Hironobu. Die Nürnberger Tuchmacher, Weber, Färber und Bereiter vom 14. bis 17. 
Jahrhundert. Nürnberg: Stadtarchiv Nürnberg, 1993.

Sammelband mehrerer Wappenbücher, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, BSB Cod.icon. 391 [S.l.] 
Süddeutschland (Augsburg?) um 1530, f. 80. Accessed June 15, 2016. https://
opacplus.bsb-muenchen.de/search?oclcno=162303086&db=100.



110

Hungarian Historical Review 6,  no. 1  (2017): 82–110

Schenk, Hans. Nürnberg und Prag. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1969.
Steck, Friedrich. Das Münchner Loder- und Tuchmachergewerbe bis zum 18. Jahrhundert. 

Würzburg and Aumühle: Konrad Triltsch Verlag, 1936.
Stromer, Wolfgang von. Die Gründung der Baumwollindustrie in Mitteleuropa: Wirtschaftspolitik 

im Spätmittelalter. Stuttgart: Anton Hiersemann, 1978.
Székely, György. “Posztófajták a német és nyugati szláv területekről a középkori 

Magyarországon” [Cloth fabrics from German and western Slav territories in 
medieval Hungary]. Századok 109 (1975): 765–95.

Tyroff, Konrad. Wappenbuch der Städte in Königreich Bayern. Nürnberg: In der Hofagent 
Tyroff ’schen Kunstverlagshandlung, 1835. Accessed June 15, 2016. http://www.
mdz-nbn-resolving.de/urn/resolver.pl?urn=urn:nbn:de:bvb:12-bsb10379418-0.

Vályi, Katalin. “A távolsági kereskedelem újabb emléke Szerről: Középkori textilvédjegy 
Szeren” [The latest find concerning long-distance trade in Szer: Medieval textile 
trademark in Szer]. In Tradicionális kereskedelem és migráció az Alföldön [Traditional 
commerce on the Hungarian Great Plain], edited by László Ferenc Novák, 61–68. 
Nagykőrös: Pest Megyei Múzeumok Igazgatósága, 2008.

Westermann, Ekkehard, and Markus A. Denzel. Das Kaufmannsnotizbuch des Matthäus 
Schwarz aus Augsburg von 1548. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2011.


	_GoBack

