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could be flanked by regular open days of Quran schools and Turkish cultural centers to 

inform and display transparency as well as religious liberality. 

 

In contrast, a museum road show ‘Turkey in Europe – Europe in Turkey’ could showcase 

Turkish cultural and historical intermingling with Europe. This could embracing different 

aspects of overlaps: from the cultural melting pot at the Western coast of Turkey, over 

mutual influences from ancient science, architecture and technology to the introduction 

of coffee and spices into Europe, and, last but not least, Turkey’s democratic development 

beginning in the 1920s. 

 

These activities could, finally, be accompanied by a ‘German-Turkish Cultural Weeks’-

festival. This event might feature Turkish-German artists, respectively, those with 

Turkish background, presenting Turkish art as a common, sophisticated facet of European 

culture rather than an alien excrescence. Accordingly, such a festival could comprise 

literature readings by female Turkish authors, painters portraying modern Turkish art and 

film presentations, revolving around Turkish life in Germany.  

 

8. Conclusion 

This study has revealed tentative but in-depth information that could inform further 

research seeking to explain the oppositional mood in Germany against a Turkish EU-

accession. Furthermore – taking its limitations into account (see chapter 5) – the results 

provide also provisional but practicable input for possible Turkish communication 

activities in Germany that might facilitate Turkey’s everlasting accession odyssey. 

 

The tentative results of this study show that respondents tend to view, inter alia, the main 

cultural fault line between the EU and Turkey in different values seen as derived from 

religion. Further objections centre on the perceived complexity and nationalistic attitude 

of Turkey that would distinguish it from a homogenous and liberal EU, as well as the 

dominance of the (religious) community and the discrimination of women. Thereby, a 

main factor reinforcing these views seems to be the influence of the 2,5 million Turkish 

‘ambassadors’ in Germany – the Turkish immigrants – that create a notable challenge for 

Turkish public and cultural diplomacy activities. In this respect, further research might 

foster new ideas that integrate them into such efforts. In addition, the results could be 

used as a starting point for broader research in this area that might shed more light on the 

sentiment of European scepticism towards Turkey – not just in Germany, but also in EU-
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countries with similar opposition to a Turkish membership, like Austria, Luxemburg and 

France. Moreover, the research findings also point, ironically, a finger on the identity 

crisis of the EU: The participants’ replies allow e contrario insights into their view of 

EU-identity and thus enlarge the scope of this study to research exploring this field. 

Finally, the study has also suggested public and cultural diplomacy activities that might 

be able to increase the knowledge about Turkish culture in Germany and as such help to 

reduce concerns regarding a Turkish EU-accession. However, as the results indicate, such 

efforts could face significant difficulties. The success of Turkish CD campaigns will, 

therefore, depend on the extent to which Turkey is able to amalgamate the aspired 

perception of its culture with the reality of its culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


