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róbert hermAnn
ZSIGMOND KEMÉNy IN THE PEACE PARTy: CONTEMPORARy 
OPiniOns anD seLF-POrtrait

The study examines two questions in connection with Zsigmond Kemény’s 1849–
1850 court martial apologia .

1 . What did kemény put in writing about his own 1848–1849 endeavors, and how 
much of his account can be verified by other contemporary resources?

2. How did his contemporaries view his 1848–1849 political role?
although the work is mostly remembered as a memoir, a meticulous reading 

reveals that the personal element goes mainly missing . kemény the eyewitness 
familiarizes the reader with the events unfolding before him, but he rarely comments 
on his own role. One part of his work documents events that can be substantiated by 
no other sources (and by the same token, there are none to disprove them); however, 
another part can be verified by information in contemporary diaries and memoirs. 
This especially applies to his descriptions of the so-called Békepárt (Peace Party) 
and the negotiations between György Klapka and General Artúr Görgei.

On the other hand, contemporary testimonies do not support the opinion that 
Kemény was either a leader of the Peace Party or one of its principal ideologues. Also 
speaking against this contention is the fact that Kemény spoke up not a single time 
at any of the open parliamentary sessions in Debrecen, strongly indicating that the 
image evinced by the well-conceived apologia is not compatible with other sources .
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zsOlt dubniczky
CONVERGENCE OF CHARITy AND ART: APPLIED ARTS EXHIBITION 
IN ALAJOS KÁROLyI’S PALACE IN 1876

Significant flooding that caused serious material damage hit settlements along the 
banks of the Danube and Tisza rivers in 1876. At Prime Minister Kálmán Tisza’s 
request, aid arrived from nearly every part of Hungary and even from abroad. Char-
ity events to help flood victims were organized, including by the Károlyi Palace, 
located behind the national Museum in Budapest . the palace hosted an art history 
and applied arts exhibition in 1876, the main goal of which was raising funds for 
flood victims, but the exhibit had already seemed to carry the promise of something 
greater by the time of its opening. The exhibition was the brainchild of Count Pál 
Ferenc Zichy’s wife Anna Kornis, who was assisted by a committee made up of 
experts, ministers, church leaders and nobles interested in art .

The exhibition was ceremoniously opened by Queen of the Belgians Marie  
Henriette (daughter of the Palatine of Hungary Joseph Anton Johann, who had earlier 
endeavored to beautify Pest) and Prince Philipp of Coburg and his wife Princess Lou-
ise in alajos károlyi’s palace on May 10th . in addition to the organizers, the event 
was also attended by numerous nobles, church leaders and government officials. The 
exhibition, which remained open for more than one month, was visited by a total of 
18,400 people, including King of Hungary Franz Joseph, whose appearance on May 
21st generated great attention and interest in Budapest and the Magnate’s Quarter .

Proceeds from the exhibition went to help Danube and Tisza flood victims, includ-
ing people living in Budapest, Transylvania and Croatia.
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lászló l. lAjtAi
REINTERPRETATION OF ETHNIC RELEVANCE IN EARLy 
HUNGARIAN HISTORy IN HUNGARIAN SECONDARy SCHOOL 
TEXTHISTORy BOOKS IN THE ERA OF THE DUAL MONARCHy

Examining the portrayal of the topics preceding the founding of Hungary, specifi-
cally questions related to the broader meaning of ethnogenesis, in the history text-
books used in Hungarian secondary schools during the Era of the Dual Monarchy, 
the study examines the points of view that maintained continuity throughout the era 
and also the chronology of the changes that emerged contemporaneously. The tradi-
tional Hungarian origin myth, testifying to Hunnic-Hungarian ethnic continuity and 
canonized since the end of the 13th century, had come under scrutiny by the second 
half of the 18th century. However, in the decades following the Hungarians’ defeat in 
the 1848–1849 revolution, it regained popularity only to lose legitimacy suddenly in 
the 1870’s and 1880’s. Since the Huns’ linguistic affiliation remained indeterminate 
due to a lack of sources and information on the Huns found in Hungarian chronicles 
was revealed to be of foreign origin, there could be no scientific argument in support 
of the thesis of Hunnic-Hungarian ethnic continuity. As an aside to this shocking 
disclosure, the origin story of the Székely people, considered as the Huns’ “residual 
descendants” par excellence in the traditional origin myth, became open-ended . in 
parallel to the initial domestic institutionalization of comparative linguistics, the 
contention that Hungarian was a Finno-Ugric language became accepted, although  
a passionate and multifarious debate commenced on the origin of the Hungarian lan-
guage being conclusive in terms of the origin of the Hungarian ethnos and whether 
Ugric or turkic elements and grammatical characteristics were more archetypal .

A discernable mark was left on Hungarian history textbooks of the Dualist Era as 
a consequence of the debated questions. On the one hand, the manner in which text-
books introduced the prevailing scientific viewpoint on the origin of the Hungarian 
ethnos virtually changed from decade to decade. On the other hand, the pedagogi-
cal disadvantage of being unable to take a clear and coherent stance on Hungarian 
ethnogenesis became apparent . thirdly, the essential contradictions between the tra-
ditional origin myth and scientific findings engendered serious didactical problems. 
However, the latest research findings proved compatible from several perspectives 
with contemporary official Hungarian national ideology. On the one hand, a scien-
tific foundation for ethnic admixture dating to prehistorical time was thus consti-
tuted, which assisted the evolution of the essentially and characteristically political 
nature of Hungarian nation conception. On the other hand, it also indicated that the 
population of Hungary indeed lacked autochthonous elements, toppling not only the 
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myth that the ancestors of the Hungarians had arrived on the territory of the country 
later than the ancestors of the ethnic minorities of the Kingdom of Hungary as of 
the 19th century, but also pulling the rug out from under ethnic minority ideologies 
based on the vindication of indigenousness.
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lászló AnkA
“I AM DOING TERRIBLy ARDUOUS WORK.” – ALBERT APPONyI IN 
THE 1905 ELECTION CAMPAIGN

One of the most important moments in the Hungarian political history of the Era 
of the Dual Monarchy was the snap parliamentary elections in January 1905. The 
reason why was that the Liberal Party – which for thirty years had secured the par-
liamentary majority for the prime ministers of the pro-Compromise political parties 
of ‘67 that led the Kingdom of Hungary – suffered a catastrophic defeat. The anti-
system Party of Independence and ‘48, which had been in opposition for decades, 
won the election, but the King of Hungary Franz Joseph did not allow the party to 
form a government for another year.

A few weeks before the election, Count Albert Apponyi had joined the pro-inde-
pendence camp, even though for decades he too had stood with the ‘67ers.

in the current study, i present the manner in which apponyi participated in the 
election campaign, his activities in the various parts of the country on the campaign 
trail, his campaign rhetoric, the explanations he gave for leaving the ‘67ers and com-
ing out in support of the ‘48ers and how he raised campaign funding on behalf of 
his fellow candidates. It is also important to determine to what extent he himself 
believed that the opposition could defeat the governing party and just how great  
a role his participation played in the victory .

With the assistance of period press reports, we travel the campaign trail together 
with apponyi . through private correspondence we discover just how surprised he 
was by the election result, and finally we learn how and from whom he received 
financial help in order to do his part in supporting the election and his new party 
financially.
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schwArczwölder ádám
COMMON AFFAIRS, SHARED RESPONSIBILITy?

How much input did the Hungarians have on the common foreign and military polices 
of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy? The question is not insignificant in light of the 
lost world war and the Treaty of Trianon, for on the one hand, by summer 1914, in 
the wake of decades of diplomatic negotiations, two rival blocs of Great Powers had 
emerged. As part of the Monarchy, Hungary was a member of the Triple Alliance. On 
the other hand, the Monarchy entered the war from a position of weakness because of 
its significant lag in the on-going arms race.

After the collapse, the Hungarian decision makers responsible (politically active 
prior to 1914 and still so after 1920) generally tried to defect blame by pointing out 
that Hungarian politicians had had minimal (or no) influence on the foreign and mili-
tary policies of the Monarchy. Even today, many Hungarians, perhaps by virtue of 
this or as an assuagement of their own consciences, are susceptible to regarding the 
foreign and military policies of the Monarchy as if “others” had decided on their 
behalf. In other words, Hungary had “simply” gone with the flow before being caught 
in a maelstrom and dragged into the abyss .

For this very reason, on the basis of the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, 
the study examines the original intentions underlying the system of common affairs 
and reviews the various forums leading Hungarian politicians used (or could have 
used) to influence the common affairs of the Monarchy. The study also considers 
the complicated and thus difficult-to-answer question of how exclusively Hungarian 
interests (if they even existed) were addressed in foreign policy. Finally, the study 
attempts to identify to what extent mutual distrust between the Hungarian political 
elite and the military leadership was culpable for the technically deficient and under-
manned military force.
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dávid liGeti
ROAD TO WAR: GENERAL FRANZ CONRAD VON HÖTZENDORF AT 
THE HELM OF AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN MILITARy FORCES 
(DECEMBER 12TH, 1912 – JULy 28TH, 1914)

By December 1912, General of the Infantry Franz Conrad von Hötzendorf had been 
appointed Chief of Staff for Austro-Hungarian military forces for a second time. 
In the 2018 yearbook of the VERITAS Institute, I highlighted the main points of 
his first time at the helm (1906–1911). In the current study, I present from Conrad’s 
perspective the approximately 18-month period that precedes the First World War .  
I show how the general as an “apostle of preventive war” follows international events 
(primarily the Balkan Wars) and the internal affairs of the Monarchy, among which 
the Redl Affair in 1913 makes the most significant impact. I cover in detail his rela-
tionship with Franz Ferdinand and their conflict. At the end of the study, I present the 
main developments of the July Crisis.
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kálmán árPád kOvács
THE “TISZA OR KÁROLyI” CONUNDRUM IN HUNGARIAN 
PrOtestant tHOUGHt One HUnDreD years aGO

The Trianon syndrome of Hungarian historical thought is centered on the set of ques-
tions concerning the lead-up to the events of 1918–1921. The current study attempts 
to probe the Hungarian Protestant Church’s interpretation of the “Tisza or Károlyi” 
conundrum from one hundred years ago. There are essentially three questions to 
scrutinize:

1.) Which issues did Protestant historical writers prefer István Tisza to Mihály 
Károlyi?

2.) Correspondingly, which mistakes did they blame on Tisza?
3.) From the Protestant perspective, to which social group was the “Tisza vs. 

Károlyi” debate most relevant?
Three works provide the basis of the analysis:
1.) The sermon of Pastor Áron Szilády (1837–1922) of Kiskunhalas, delivered 

on October 27th, 1918, which his chaplain and later successor Benjámin Ván 
(1892–1985) summarized and commented upon in 1955 on the basis of his 
contemporary notes .

2.) An authentic in situ journal article from László Ravasz (1882–1975) published 
in november 1918 .

3.) An apologia-memoir written by Dezső Baltazár (1871–1936) in August 1920.
Fluctuating between supporting Tisza’s political party and the principles of inde-

pendence, Protestant thought from one hundred years ago generally held that Mihály 
Károlyi should have accepted from the very beginning the necessity of armed self-
defense and the self-organization of Christian-Social agricultural thought so that 
with the help of a new mass movement he could have ditched urban-based (specifi-
cally in Budapest) pro-putsch politics and freed his government from the clutches of 
internationalist forces. In terms of direction and methodology, this policy decision 
would have meant orienting the country away from both aristocracy (as epitomized 
by Dezső Bánffy and István Tisza) and social-revolution. Protestant thought con-
sidered Károlyi incapable of ushering in this policy, for he was characterized by an 
abnormal need for attention-seeking, compulsive hyper-ambition and self-blaming / 
excessively compensating historical knowledge stemming from early physical dis-
ability. Although partisans of the strictly pro-Tisza camp wanted the great Protestant 
prime minister to be seen as the positive historical essence for all of Hungarian-
ness, they did not hide the fact that Tisza’s personality was not free of psychologi-
cal trauma. Stemming from experience in 1711 (when Rákóczi’s War of Indepen-
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dence had concluded) and the immediacy of the Romanian ethnic bloc, Protestant 
thought evolved into unique Calvinist support for the Habsburgs. Even Tisza’s critics 
acknowledged that he endeavored to effectuate high moral standards in public. How-
ever, they emphasized that Tisza’s gentlemanlike behavior was in the worst sense of 
the word. He was stiff and unloved while his severity sometimes approached merci-
lessness, all of which was fed by the blindness of faith. Delicately stated, his critics 
did not hide their contention that personality-warping torment stemming from per-
sonal unhappiness affected him as well. If we assume that Károlyi was furious and 
Tisza exhibited unhealthy rigidity, then we can interpret it as part of a larger tragedy 
of a general loss of faith in the country. The hell and suffering of the world war ulti-
mately led to the complete moral decay of Hungarian internal degeneracy rising to 
the surface. Therefore, according to Protestant thought, the hateful foolishness of the 
leadership and the frivolous deterioration of the Hungarian people ultimately pointed 
the way to complete national collapse at the end of the war.
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GábOr sztAncs
tHe Minister resPOnsiBLe FOr LayinG tHe GrOUnDWOrk 
FOr natiOnaL seLF-DeterMinatiOn . tHe Ministry FOr 
natiOnaL MinOrities UnDer OsZkÁr JÁsZi in aUtUMn 1918

In the final years of World War I, the principle of national self-determination, i.e., 
Wilsonianism, quickly spread among the political, intellectual and ethnic minor-
ity circles of the eventually triumphant Great Powers, the victorious small nations 
and the vanquished countries. Led by Mihály Károlyi, the first Hungarian People’s 
Republic arose after Hungary’s defeat in the war. Both he and Oszkár Jászi, Minister 
for National Minorities, endeavored to secure the integrity and independence of the 
country. In the interests of keeping both, they took aim at the “principle of national 
self-determination”. Jászi did not wish to give up territorial integrity, especially in 
the lead-up to the start of the peace conference. He believed that territories surren-
dered in advance would be considered as a “fait accompli” over the course of the 
peace negotiations, and the plebiscitary right of the Hungarian people would be over-
ridden. In the interests of sidestepping this predicament, Jászi proposed the idea of 
korlátozott nemzetiségi önrendelkezés (limited national self-determination).

In light of the circumstances, the ministry responsible for coordinating self-rule 
for nationalities residing in Hungary was expeditiously formed at the end of October 
and beginning of November 1918. The ministry engaged in serious domestic and 
foreign propaganda activities, especially with regard to breakaway territories and 
nationalities. The country soon initiated propaganda in favor of maintaining Hungar-
ian integrity that emphasized the principle of the plebiscite in establishing internal 
ethnic boundaries. Jászi’s nationalities policy also tried to make use of other tools 
and means, one of the most important of which was the immediate support for and 
encouragement of regional plebiscites by the Ministry for National Minorities to 
decide ethnic affiliation in the various territories.

róbert Gragger’s impressive action to gather signatures played an important role 
in formulating Jászi’s idea of holding plebiscites. From the beginning, the expecta-
tion of holding plebiscites in majority Hungarian or German territories played an 
important role over the course of the Hungarian government’s preparations for the 
peace negotiations. Moreover, in the final official statement made by the Hungarians 
in Paris, Albert Apponyi argued that the plebiscite was one of the most effective prin-
ciples on which to make a stand in the effort to keep majority Hungarian territories 
from being lost through the peacemaking process.
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AttilA réFi
THE CENTURy-LONG LIFE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL IMRE CSÉCSI 
NAGy (1868–1967). PART II: SENTENCED TO DEATH IN THE 
NAGyVÁRAD CONSPIRACy TRIAL

Revolutions and the collapse of Historic Hungary in the wake of the First World War 
sent shockwaves through most of Hungarian society, including Colonel Imre Csécsi 
Nagy, who after retiring from active duty lived in Nagyvárad, a city significantly 
impacted by these events. Initially, Nagyvárad fell under the control of the Republic 
of Councils, followed by Romanian occupation in April 1919. The majority of resi-
dents considered the presence of Romanian troops in their city as temporary, so when 
informed that the Romanian military had begun withdrawing from Hungarian ter-
ritories, all of Nagyvárad held out hope that the Romanians would also depart from 
their city . supposing that Miklós Horthy’s national army would initiate an attack 
against the Romanians, they worried about the communists taking advantage of the 
vulnerability of the city and seizing power again in the lag between the Romanian 
withdrawal and the arrival of Hungarian troops.

In light of these events, Csécsi Nagy resolved to form an organization to pro-
vide support to the Hungarian military and hinder the undertakings of the com-
munists. Together with Vilmos Cserey, a hussar lieutenant colonel whom he suc-
cessfully recruited, Csécsi Nagy convinced numerous individuals, mainly former 
officers, to help him with his plans. Through First Lieutenant Lóránt Csapó of the 
National Army, he tried to contact the Hungarian General Staff. On the afternoon of 
December 20th, an unknown person passed Cserey two documents allegedly from 
the General Staff. One was a letter of commission authorizing Cserey to lead the 
Nagyvárad organization. The other was a detailed instructional letter on how to form 
the organization. Cserey delivered both documents to Csécsi Nagy. The Romanians, 
who had been keeping them under surveillance, arrested both men and discovered 
the documents on that same night .

Mass arrests were initiated within days, leading to numerous prominent represen-
tatives of Nagyvárad’s Hungarian community being jailed. On January 12th, 1920, 
the most high-profile defendants, including Csécsi Nagy and Cserey, were trans-
ferred to Kolozsvár. Eight men were ultimately brought before a judge: Csécsi Nagy, 
Cserey, Major Albert Szunyogh, Lieutenant Colonel Sándor Birtha, Deputy Mayor 
ödön Lukács, notary public György örley, county judge tihamér Jankovich and 
First Lieutenant Csapó.

The first hearing took place in Kolozsvár between February 3rd and 7th, 1920. 
The defendants were sentenced to death with the exception of Örley, whose punish-
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ment was fifteen years of hard labor. However, in the wake of Entente intervention 
and on appeal, the rulings were overturned . a new trial was ordered, which was 
held in Nagyvárad between July 17th and 24th, 1920. Csécsi Nagy, Cserey, Csapó 
and Jankovich once again received the death sentence . Lukács and szunyogh were 
sentenced to hard labor. Birtha and Örley were acquitted. Under intense international 
pressure, however, the Supreme Military Tribunal in Bucharest nullified the rulings 
and the defendants were released. In the wake of the ruling, Csécsi Nagy settled in 
Hungary .
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izAbellA drócsA
“THE VICTORIOUS REVOLUTION OF THE PROLETARIAT WILL 
AVENGE OUR DEATHS!” THE SALLAI–FüRST TRIAL

in 1931, the central leadership in Moscow initiated an investigation against the Kom-
munisták Magyarországi Pártja (Party of Communists in Hungary, hereafter KMP) 
because all of its agitational activity following the downfall of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat had failed because of actions taken by Hungarian authorities. As a con-
sequence of the investigation, the Communists commenced another organizational 
attempt, the historical fact-finding of which establishes that as of spring 1931, Sándor 
Fürst maintained regular contact with Lajos Koszper and his wife, whose flat was 
accessible to KMP members. Thereafter, the couple rented a property for the Bolshe-
vik movement at 32 Thék Endre Street in the VIII District of Budapest. The members 
of the movement converted the property into an office, founded the secretariat of 
the party, edited newspapers entitled Kommün (Commune) and Ifjú Proletár (Young 
Proletarian) and maintained regular contact with the central committee in Mos-
cow, which gave orders and provided the material assets necessary for the KMP to 
operate. Additionally, the Communists corresponded with György Kilián, leader of 
the Kommunista Ifjúmunkások Magyarországi Szövetsége (Alliance of Communist 
youth Workers in Hungary), in the interests of spreading Leninist ideology among  
a wider youth audience . Ultimately, kMP members were caught in the act and 
arrested by Hungarian authorities in July 1932 .

After concluding its investigation, the police handed over the arrested suspects 
and evidence to the prosecutor’s office in July 1932, where István Széchy as the pros-
ecuting attorney initiated a separate hearing in the sallai–Fürst case in connection 
with the declaration of martial law by the minister of domestic affairs in the wake of 
the Biatorbágy bombing / train derailment in September 1931 and Minister of Justice 
Tibor Zsitvay’s decision to extend the possibility of administering military justice. 
Imre Sallai and Sándor Fürst were the leaders of the movement and had also laid 
the groundwork for protests in the capital in August. Charging Sallai and Fürst with 
committing subversion under Article III of 1921, Széchy requested an ex tempore 
judicial forum solely in their case. Simultaneously, prosecution of the other party 
members proceeded in ordinary court since supplementary investigations were nec-
essary in their cases. On the basis of a martial law procedure, Imre Sallai and Sándor 
Fürst were sentenced to death on July 29th, 1932, and executed on that same day .
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krisztinA bOGnárkiss
STUDENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AT JóZSEF 
NÁDOR UNIVERSITy OF TECHNOLOGy AND ECONOMICS IN 1934–1944

In the Interwar Era, one of the most outstanding higher education institutions in 
Hungary was the Royal Hungarian József Polytechnic. When Article X of 1934 was 
enacted, the name of the institution was changed to József Nádor University of Tech-
nology and Economics. In addition to technical studies, the five faculties of the new 
university were advanced economics, commerce, public administration, veterinary 
medicine and agriculture. The university also taught basics of forestry and mining.

The personal and academic information of the students enrolled in the Department 
of Agriculture is available through student registry / recordkeeping. In the registers 
used from 1934, every student’s personal and academic information could be found 
in one place. On the occasion of initial enrollment, a student’s formal name, place of 
birth (including county), date of birth, religion, result on the matriculation examina-
tion and the name / type of the secondary school previously attended were entered 
into the register. Later, if the student underwent a name change or withdrew from the 
university, a note was made. In connection to the student’s studies, the form listed the 
completed courses by name and semester, the names of his professors and the grade 
received in the event that the student met course requirements (or an entry indicating 
that a given course should be repeated). Data related to szigorlat* grades, the final 
transcript and the degree in agriculture were proof of completion of the curriculum.

During the course of reviewing the entries in the student registry, we performed a 
statistical analysis to see how enrollment figures, i.e, sex and religion ratios, changed 
year over year. Data on place of birth showed us in which parts of Hungary a university-
level education in agricultural studies had been valued, while academic data pertaining 
to enrollment indicated what percentage of students had made preparations for a post-
university life – be it practical or theoretical in scope – connected to agrarian society.

On the basis of the information in the student registry, we observe that the size 
of the student body of the Department of Agriculture at József Nádor University of 
technology and economics grew slowly but gradually over the period under review . 
The vast majority of students was from either Budapest or the breadbasket of Hun-
gary and belonged to the Roman Catholic faith. For secondary school, most of them 
had attended gimnázium (high school), although a significant number of enrollees 
had come from vocational schools, where they had gained basic skills in need of 
further development at a higher-educational level.

* Comprehensive exam covering several semesters’ worth of material
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GábOr hOllósi
LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS RELATED TO HUNGARIAN ANNEXATION 
BetWeen 1938 anD 1941

The late 1930’s and early 1940’s – in the shadow of the Second World War and then 
during – were a time of great territorial expansion for Hungary, which saw the return 
of first a thin southern sliver of the Felvidék (Hungarian Highlands) in 1938, followed 
by the Subcarpathian territories in 1939, a part of Transylvania in 1940 and finally 
the re-annexation of the Délvidék (Southlands) territories in 1941. Reintegration of 
parts of the country under foreign control for two decades was of course not without 
difficulty. So-called annexation laws and their accompanying amendments testify to 
this . the study takes these laws into consideration and shines a light on the numer-
ous public administrative tasks that arose as a consequence of the reacquisition of 
territory .
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András jOó
FrOM tHe sHOres OF tHe BOsPHOrUs tO BUDaPest anD 
STOCKHOLM. THE DIARIES OF MRS. ANTAL ULLEIN-REVICZKy 
NÉE LOVICE LOUISA GRACE CUMBERBATCH MIRROR HUNGARIAN 
POLITICS, SOCIAL LIFE AND DIPLOMACy  
(JANUARy 1941 – SEPTEMBER 1942)

A well-known opponent of Nazism and key figure in Hungarian wartime foreign policy 
with unprecedented power in setting press policy, antal Ullein-reviczky penned his 
famous, oft-cited memoir Guerre allemande – paix russe in Kandilli in 1946, shortly 
after the end of World War II. Only a few years earlier, Hungary had tried to negotiate 
a separate armistice with the western Allies in this picturesque village on the Asiatic 
shores of the Bosphorus, home of the esteemed British diplomat Cyril James Cumber-
batch, whose daughter Lovice Louisa Grace married antal Ullein-reviczky in 1929 .

the current study is based on her meticulously kept handwritten diaries, valu-
able reminders of what life was like when Hungary was locked and barred behind 
Nazi-occupied territory. The Cumberbatch family possessed illustrious and exten-
sive historical roots. When he married, Ullein-Reviczky joined a family that, having 
produced a long line of outstanding diplomats, belonged to the political and diplo-
matic elite of the British Empire. As an interesting aside, Benedict Cumberbatch, 
who starred in the series sherlock Holmes and portrayed alan turing in the imita-
tion Game (2014), which earned him an Academy Award nomination for Best Actor, 
is a scion of the family. The valuable diary entries describe significant moments in a 
way that official historical records rarely can, bringing to life the reality of wartime 
Budapest. The diary also provides accurate data about Hungary’s first cautious steps 
towards making peace and the individuals involved .

augmented by selected diary entries, the study covers the years 1941 and 1942, 
while the initial subchapter functions as a type of introduction, hinting at entries 
from 1943–1944 that bring to light the close relationship between Raoul Wallenberg 
and Antal Ullein-Reviczky. (Some of these entries have already been made good use 
of in research related to the famous Swedish humanitarian by Susanne Berger and 
Vadim Birstein).

The author of the study has been granted access to the diaries by Lovice Mária 
Ullein-Reviczky (Founder of The Antal Ullein-Reviczky Foundation), who put together 
precise transcripts of the entries and provided essential information. We offer our sin-
cere gratitude as this study could not have been published without her active assistance . 
Furthermore, we hope the study draws the attention of historians studying the era to the 
importance and benefit of conducting continuous research on privately held heritage.
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kAtAlin tAkácsOrOsz – lászló OrOsz
HISTORIOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW OF THE DELIBERATIVE 
anaLysis OF tHe POst-WWii inVOLUntary MiGratOry 
PROCESSES OF THE GERMANS OF HUNGARy

For a long time, researching the migratory processes and coercive measures inflicted 
upon the ethnic Germans of Hungary in relation to their post-1945 “collective pun-
ishment” was considered a taboo subject. During the era of the communist one-party 
state, the ethnic Germans of Hungary, i.e., the “fascist German minority” and “Hit-
ler’s fifth military column”, were so ideologically and politically burdened by their 
stigmatized past as to make even objective scientific research about them a taboo 
undertaking. During the Stalinist period, off limits was their entire 20th-century his-
tory: the events of World War II, the preceding decades of the Horthy Era and even 
the post-1945 reprisals. From the era of openness at the turn of the 1960’s/1970’s, cir-
cumstances were relaxed to some extent, allowing for strictly controlled study of the 
ethnic Germans pre-1945, at which point only research into their expulsion/depor-
tation/reparative work/forced removal remained politically sensitive and closed off 
completely. The dam finally broke in the 1980’s, during the final phase of the Kádár 
Era. The tendency to make historical research a prisoner of political and ideological 
expectations, however, did not end until the System Changeover.

The emblematic changes of 1989/90, which outlined the boundaries of a new polit-
ical era, did not constitute a turning point in the field of historical research on the 
Germans of Hungary. For many years, research into the longtime taboo subject of 
expulsion had been conducted with increasing degrees of freedom, so the demonstra-
tive manifestations of invoked political rehabilitation of the System Changeover Era 
merely legitimized the process. By the same token, it would be an oversimplification 
to talk only of a pre- and post-1990 era, so the decade spanning the years sandwiching 
the System Changeover – a period when the subject was indisputably booming – can 
be pinpointed. The negatively and then positively indicative background of politicum 
in conjunction with the subject’s boom phase died down only in the second half of the 
1990’s. With a number of long-standing theoretical and methodological innovations 
gaining ground, a new era of research into the topic was underway. An evident sign 
of the breaking of the traditional monopoly of the political and events-based histori-
cal approach was the increasingly dramatic application of social-historical aspects, 
comparative explorations of local and regional processes and a shift ultimately from 
the macro- to the micro-level .

These processes and historical results are found throughout the historiographical 
study .
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dávid kiss
THE FUNDAMENTALS OF HUNGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTy POW 
POLICy IN THE WAKE OF THE CONCLUSION OF WORLD WAR II 
AND THE 1945 HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENTARy ELECTIONS

In Hungary as in other countries, bringing home prisoners of war (POWs) from 
abroad was a priority in the wake of the conclusion of World War II, not only for 
humanitarian and social reasons, but also economic considerations . For all intents 
and purposes, every political party and several non-governmental organizations 
handled the question as a primary concern, and it was a consequential issue in the 
lead-up to the 1945 parliamentary elections. The study analyzes the Hungarian Com-
munist Party’s actions in connection with POW policy . On the one hand, the study 
considers the entities making up the Communist Party’s internal organization but 
also examines the endeavors of related “faux civic” organizations that worked to 
return POWs to Hungary. Hungarian Communist Party policy focused special atten-
tion on triumphing in the elections in 1945. During the earliest stage of the campaign, 
the Soviet Union freed and sent home several POWs in the hopes that the gesture 
would improve the electoral chances of their favorite political party. However, the 
terrible mental and physical condition of the returning POWs coupled with Mátyás 
Rákosi and his Communist comrades’ vulgar propaganda further fueled the Hun-
garian people’s hatred, later reflected in the not-yet-manipulated election results, 
towards the occupying soviets and their accomplices .
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OrsOlyA büky
“HOWEVER PARADOXICAL IT MAy SEEM, THE AGENDA IS TO 
CLEAN UP THE POLICE.” – THE ROLE OF THE HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNIST PARTy IN THE FORMATIONAL PROCESS OF THE 
HUNGARIAN STATE POLICE

We have heard several “historical narratives” on how the political changes that took 
place in Hungary between the end of 1944 and spring 1949 have been assessed, 
although having analyzed the formational process of the Hungarian State Police, we 
find confirmation of the opinion that the final objective of the Hungarian Communist 
Party (in response to the russian script, which was undergoing continuous adjust-
ments until 1947) was to establish a Soviet-style totalitarian dictatorship whose main 
tools, from the moment of its founding and in accordance with its moszkovita, i .e ., 
hard-line leadership’s guidance, were the terror organizations under its control .
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judit AntóniA FArkAs
“POLITICIANS, yOUR FATE IS TO FAIL.”
FERENC B. FARKAS’ POLITICAL WITHDRAWAL AND SUICIDE 
ATTEMPT (1948–1950)

In the Stalinist dictatorship that began to form in Hungary after 1947, politicians of 
the National Peasant Party who refused to collaborate as fellow travellers with the 
Communists could choose between two alternatives: to emigrate from Hungary or to 
remain and withdraw from public life. Several of those who chose the latter returned 
to politics for a short time during the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. This fate awaited 
one of the founders and leading politicians of the National Peasant Party, Ferenc B. 
Farkas (1903–1966), as well. The present study examines a little known and docu-
mented period of Farkas’ career, namely his gradual withdrawal from politics after 
1948 with special regard to his suicide attempt taking place on February 13th, 1950 . 
On the basis of the written opinions and reminiscences of his contemporaries, friends 
and physicians, I have placed the event within the personality of the politician. I have 
analyzed to what extent the liquidation of the Peasant Party and the advancing dicta-
torship in Hungary contributed to Farkas’ serious psychogenic reaction .
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krisztián GlAub
PERPETRATOR AND VICTIM? PART I AS PERPETRATOR: VLADIMIR 
FARKAS AT THE STATE PROTECTION AUTHORITy (1949–1955)

After 1948, the year of the changeover to communism, significant political changes 
occurred in Hungary. With the merger of the Hungarian Communist Party and the 
Social Democratic Party, the Hungarian Working People’s Party was formed and 
Hungary became a one-party state . taking great steps, Hungarian society and the 
economy started down the stalinist road paved by the soviets . Buttressing the sys-
tem and usurping more and more authority was the political / state police, which soon 
began operating as an independent authority (the Államvédelmi Hatóság or state Pro-
tection Authority), the dreadful fist of the people in power. A steadfast communist 
in his early twenties named Vladimir Farkas found his true calling within the inner 
workings of this organization. In the beginning, Farkas did wire-tapping and radio 
operations work, skills in which he had been trained in Moscow, at the state police . 
By 1949, the year after the Rajk Affair, he had also been involved in interrogatory 
and investigative work. From that point, there was no stopping. Over the course of 
the following years, the young secret police agent played an active role in various 
unlawful affairs of the Stalinist state. In the Rajk Affair, he interrogated Sándor 
Cseresznyés and Pál Justus, the latter with Soviet assistance. Over the course of the 
anti-Social Democratic witch hunt, Farkas was directly responsible for investigating 
Árpád Szakasits and György Marosán and was also involved in the investigation of 
Dr. István Ries. The real difficulties, however, came only subsequently. The mysteri-
ous case of the Szücs siblings and their coldblooded murder raised a number of ques-
tions that have not been entirely reassuringly answered to the present day . Vladimir 
Farkas’ “original sin”, however, was the Kádár Affair, where he personally became 
the interrogator of the former Minister of the Interior and later General Secretary of 
the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party. As a result of later political changes, evi-
dence of Kádár’s weakness in his 1951 interrogation had to be buried, which later 
gave rise to outlandish and sadistic misbeliefs in both domestic and international 
public opinion. The starting point, however, was one and the same: Kádár himself 
and his surroundings. After the 1953 about-face, Stalin’s death and Gábor Péter’s 
(Vladimir Farkas’ superior) downfall in connection to his Zionist affair, the situation 
at the state Protection authority also changed . the authority’s independence came 
to an end when it was once again placed under the authority of the Ministry of the 
Interior, and the reexamination of the unlawful trials – albeit at a painfully slow pace 
and only for individuals tied to the labor movement – commenced. In the following 
year, consequently, János Kádár was released, who began a campaign of vengeance 
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against Farkas and his father Mihály Farkas, who had not taken up Kádár’s case due 
to party line differences. This search for a scapegoat increasingly converged with 
the official direction of the Hungarian Working People’s Party, which needed to find 
a responsible person at whom collective anger could be directed and to highlight 
its own innocence. In all this the guiltiest party himself, General Secretary Mátyás 
rákosi, played a leading role . in the new situation, the oxygen around Vladimir Far-
kas was gradually being sucked out . in the end, pushed by his own supervisors, 
Farkas left the State Protection Authority in February 1955. The persecutory pursuit 
of Farkas and his father, whose career essentially ended upon being sent to Moscow, 
began in full thereupon.
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rObert Géczi
tHe PaUker aFFair as PresenteD in a HUnGarian 
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE

At the end of the 1940’s, grand show trials were held against prominent communist 
politicians (Vladimir Clementis and Rudolf Slánský in Czechoslovakia, László Rajk 
in Hungary, Traicho Kostov in Bulgaria and Koçi Xoxe in Albania) in the fraternal, 
i.e., communist countries. In Romania Lucreţiu Pătrăşcanu and thirty-three of his 
associates were brought before the court on charges of working with the Siguranţa, 
the secret police forces in the Kingdom of Romania during the interwar period, and 
on accusations of being nationalists and falling under the influence of the bourgeoi-
sie. The trial dragged on for six years, concluding in 1954, when he and his partner 
Remus Koffler were sentenced to death and executed. In the shadow of this trial – 
unlike in the other countries of the Eastern Bloc – a group of communist hard-liners 
aligned with Moscow was liquidated. With Stalin’s approval, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ana Pauker, Minister of Finance Vasile Luca (László Luka) and Minister 
of the Interior Teohari Georgescu were purged from power on charges of rightwing 
deviation, cosmopolitanism and especially sabotage against socialist collectivism 
and the socialist economy . Written at the Hungarian embassy in Bucharest in sum-
mer 1952, the “confidential” document referred to in the study focuses on Romanian 
press coverage of Ana Pauker and her associates’ affair.
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AttilA seres
EVACUATION FROM BUDAPEST TO MOSCOW: TWO CASE STUDIES 
OF SOVIET CIVILIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE 1956 HUNGARIAN 
reVOLUtiOn

Our study attempts to present the 1956 Hungarian Revolution from a unique prospec-
tive. On the basis of Russian archival sources, we wish to reconstruct two accounts, 
the main characters of which are Soviet citizens who coincidentally happened to be 
in Budapest at the time of the Hungarian Revolution and were involuntarily swept 
up in the events taking place on the streets of the capital. They were simple everyday 
civilians with no connection to the Kremlin’s apparatus of suppression, Soviet public 
administration or any military or state security organization . in other words, their 
“participation” in the Hungarian Revolution exhibited neither conscious political 
motivation nor hostile repressive intent. As a result of anti-Soviet sentiment that had 
built up in Hungarian society following the Second World War, Hungarian revolu-
tionaries nonetheless viewed them as enemies who belonged on the other side of the 
barricade. In turn, the Soviet citizens feared for their lives. One was Arkady Sidorov 
(1900–1966), a Soviet historian invited to Budapest by the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences as part of an academic assignment. The others were highly qualified intel-
lectuals and factory assembly line workers who had come to Budapest as part of a 
60-person tour group . the study primarily looks at the survival strategies employed 
in their precarious situation and also describes how consular organizations in Buda-
pest solved the challenge of sending them home as street battles raged all around.
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Péter bertAlAn
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S RESISTANCE GROUPS IN HUNGARy IN 
tHe 1950’s anD 1960’s

During the rákosi and kádár eras, the churches were attacked the most tenaciously, 
severely and ruthlessly by the apparatus of state authority. The counter-reactions 
of the churches were multitudinous. Not for one moment was Treuga Dei in effect 
between attacker and victim. In Hungary, one of the flagships of the historical 
churches is the Catholic Church, whose 20th-century history best exhibits the typi-
cal characteristics of the antagonism between the one-party state and the churches. 
The resistance shown by the clergy and congregation was often the most unified and 
resolute. The discipline inherent in a hierarchical framework and the devotion that 
faith engenders are both acceptable as a psychological explanation. It is difficult to 
find an explanation for the resistance and self-sacrifice of the average Hungarian 
whose everyday existence was constantly under threat. The Catholics of the Eastern 
Bloc, closed off from the outside world by the Iron Curtain, received messages and 
were given directions by the pope in a variety of means. Because it is typical and its 
impact determinable, the fate of the Provida Mater constitution is important to track . 
Methods of scientific analysis, research and presentation must also be innovative, 
which is what the study attempts to be .
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zSUzSanna kőröSi
“THERE WAS NOTHING SECRETIVE IN THIS...” THE LIFE OF A 
CATHOLIC yOUTH COMMUNITy IN THE 1950’S AS PRESENTED IN 
GyÖRGy ROZGONyI’S BIOGRAPHICAL INTERVIEW

in 1950’s Hungary, the state deemed active religious participation as unacceptable . 
Nonetheless, despite the bans and persecutions, many people looked for alternative 
ways to practice Christianity and to preserve and pass on their religious worldview. 
For a micro-historical approach, we can learn about how a Catholic community in 
Buda engaged in everyday Christian resistance in the decade or so that followed the 
political shift in 1948 through a biographical interview with György Rozgonyi, an 
emblematic Cistercian youth leader. Many people’s personal (religious) identity was 
put under pressure and even fractured by the communist dictatorship. Rozgonyi’s 
narrative formulates a self-representation in which a strong Catholic faith overwrites 
the expectations of anti-religious policy while striving to find the possibility of living 
a full life within the given social framework.
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jánOs rácz
THE DILEMMAS OF A GREy EMINENCE: A SOURCE FOR 
ANALyZING THE POLITICAL HISTORy OF THE KÁDÁR ERA

At the 11th Congress of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party in 1975, István 
Katona, as János Kádár’s “Grey Eminence” and close colleague, was given the 
opportunity to make recommendations about the composition of the Central Com-
mittee of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party as part of the upcoming election 
of party functionaries. During the course of presenting this source, the study also 
attempts to answer why Katona was the functionary chosen to shares his thoughts 
and personal recommendations in regard to the members of the Central Committee 
of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party. Thus, the study introduces the author of 
the document, paying special attention to the years preceding the issuance of the 
source, when as the editor-in-chief of the daily newspaper Népszabadság katona was 
confronted by several problems, most of which arose as a result of the curtailment of 
the new economic Mechanism, which had been implemented in 1968 . katona had to 
counterbalance his constantly clashing deputy editors-in-chief. Kádár’s “man” was 
committed only to policies that the General secretary deemed appropriate . With the 
help of their patrons, the newspaper was, for all intents and purposes, the battlefield 
where the various opinions of the Party leaders clashed. The new editor-in-chief was 
an eyewitness to the daily struggles among the supporters of György Aczél, Béla 
Biszku, Sándor Gáspár, Lajos Fehér and Rezső Nyers. Katona was tasked with keep-
ing the journalistic team together, but not at all costs . Presumably, his competence in 
carrying out his responsibilities convinced the General Secretary of the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party that he should participate as an advisor in the 11th Congress 
of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party. Despite the fact that 1975 was the first 
year he was given such an opportunity – which the study presents – katona had sig-
nificant input on the makeup of the new Central Committee.
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zOltán dévAvári
IN A STATE OF COLLAPSE: THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DÉLVIDÉK 
/ VOJVODina HUnGarians at tHe BeGinninG OF tHe 
yUGOSLAV CRISIS (1988–1990)

Supported by archival documents from the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and period press reports, the study presents the political history of the Délvidék / 
Vojvodina Hungarians and the evolution of Serbo–Hungarian diplomatic relations 
regarding the ethnic minority question at the beginning of the collapse of the Social-
ist Federal Republic of yugoslavia, i.e., the second yugoslav state.

The author of the study also expounds upon the so-called yoghurt Revolution, 
which occurred in Vojvodina in October 1988, when serbian authorities initiated a 
general attack on Hungarian institutions, minority rights and the erstwhile minority 
rights policies of Vojvodina. Just as at the beginning of the 1920’s, one of the targets 
was Hungarian language education, whose former middle school network faced liq-
uidation at the hands of the Serbs and was further diminished by the new republican 
educational act. Finally, the author maps out the evolution of Serbo–Hungarian dip-
lomatic relations in the first months of the Antall government.

the author presents how contact was established between the Hungarian govern-
ment and the Vajdasági Magyarok Demokratikus Közössége (Democratic Commu-
nity of Vojvodina Hungarians) and expounds upon Hungarian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Géza Jeszenszky’s visit to yugoslavia in June 1990 and his Serbian coun-
terpart Aleksandar Prlja’s reciprocatory trip to Budapest, where the minority ques-
tion was thematized. Finally, he presents the history and background of the first 
attacks against the Hungarian press in Vojvodina by drawing a correlation between 
the aggressions and the first multiparty election in Serbia in winter 1990.
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mihály nOszkóhOrváth
POst-WWii internMent anD eXPULsiOn as PresenteD in 
HUnGarian restitUtiOnary LaW anD in reLeVant 
RESTITUTIONARy DOCUMENTS

Having been employed in legal practice prior to 1945, internment and expulsion as 
politically motivated curtailments of freedom truly became famous / infamous under 
the Communist dictatorship following the conclusion of World War II. Many thou-
sands of people suffered hardship, some irreversibly. In recognition of this fact, the 
Hungarian legislature following the System Changeover determined that individuals 
having endured these two legal infringements, like victims of other legal curtail-
ments, were eligible for legal (both ethical and monetary) restitution. Rehabilitation 
took several forms. The study analyzes various modes of recompense implemented 
in Hungary to address internment and expulsion . Moreover, when choosing the sub-
ject of the study, consideration was given to the fact that the year 2020 was the 
seventieth anniversary of both the Recsk Labor Camp “opening its doors” and the 
commencement of deportations to the forced labor camps located in the Hortobágy .




