
127

év
kö

ny
v 

ye
ar

bo
ok

   
20

15

Restitution

Restitution is an important concept 
in social integration, because it allows 
prisoners to give back, if only symbolically, 
to the communities they harmed. This 
year we had around a hundred projects 
aiming at helping communities. Prisoners 
volunteered from almost every institution 
to participate in fundraisers, renovate 
public places, prepare gifts or stage 
shows for children and senior citizens. 
Participation was strictly voluntary, and 
external venues were secured.

Cleaning and 
landscaping
Correctional institutions traditionally 
participate in the cleaning and maintenance 
of public places in and around their 
locations. Our Tiszalök institution undertook 
to clean up the banks of the Tisza several 
times in spring. In Szeged prisoners helped 
clean a water sports facility and the 
outskirts of the town of Algyő.

Állampuszta prisoners do maintenance in 
the Harta cemetery two or three times 
a year: the clean the roads, paths, and 
untended graves. In Szonbathely prisoners 
do cleaning and landscaping in the city.
Győr has its own restitution project for 
prisoners to clean roads, riverbanks and 
a cemetery. In Szolnok prisoners cleaned 
monuments and surroundings before 
national holidays, and worked in parks 
and around prison buildings. In Gyula 
prisoners did restorative work in the 

castle, and used their newly acquired 
gardening skills in several places around 
town. Prisoners in Kecskemét joined a 
city cleanup initiative along the railway to 
Fülöpszállás, around the prison, and in the 
nearby recreational area.

In Veszprém and Debrecen prisoners also 
joined a local cleanup project. Prisoners 
from Budapest Strict and Medium Regime 
Prison cleaned up an illegal dump site in 
Kőbánya on Earth Day. In Eger prisoners 
help with city cleaning at least once a 
month: before national holidays, in parks 
and city gardens, or clearing ice and snow 
from sidewalks in winter. Prisoners from 
Baracska cleared the Kápolnásnyék Jewish 
cemetery from weeds and litter, and also 
cleaned up around road 7.

Prisoners from Pálhalma and Szekszárd 
worked with civilians to clean their 
respective cities. In Vác prisoners did not 
only clean up the riverbanks 
and local squares several 
times, but also 
worked in the 
local prison 
cemetery. 
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Restitution

In Sátoraljaújhely 
prisoners did cleaning 

and maintenance at Hősök 
military cemetery. Similarly 

to previous years, in May 2015 
several institutions joined the cleanup 

initiative „TeSzedd!”.

Volunteer work
Most prisoners like to volunteer with 
schools and kindergartens, and these 
institutions often actively seek cooperation 
with prisons. Prisoners participating in 
vocational training can use their new 
building skills while volunteering; they often 
offer their first finished products to public 
institutions. Prisoners in a painter program 
in Állampuszta helped renovate a building in 
Szelid, and also worked for the municipality 
setting up the Christmas tree and tents for 
the local Christmas fair in Harta. Prisoners 
studying woodworking in Szeged made bird 
houses and donated them to the community 
to be used in city parks. Balassagyarmat 
prisoners tiled the floors of a kindergarten 
building; Márianosztra prisoners painted a 
sports hall for the local elementary school. In 
Debrecen and Veszprém prisoners renovated 
kindergarten playgrounds. In Szombathely 
prisoners helped with weed control around 
the local sports courts and constructed a 
fence for the animal control service building. 
In Tököl prisoners worked in the church 
garden; in Nyíregyháza they helped renovate 
the courthouse. In Győr prisoners moved 
chalkboards for a school and renovated 
the playground at a children’s home. At 
the prison workshops in Sátoraljaújhely 

prisoners created a replica of a badly 
damaged memorial tablet for Ferenc Rákóczi, 
and restored its broken marble stand. In Eger 
a group of young architects created a new 
community space in a rundown old building; 
male prisoners volunteered for some of the 
construction work.

Prison pastor and well-known artist 
Father Angelico worked with a few 
talented prisoners to retouch the waiting 
room at the children’s emergency ward in 
Szombathely.

Donations by 
prisoners
Prisoners often offer creative work and 
other donations to those in need. In 
Balassagyarmat, for the third time in a 
row, donations went to a children’s home. 
Prisoners offered HUF 150 thousand of 
their own wages and staged a musical for 
the children. At Christmas they raised HUF 
100 thousand to buy toys as a present to 
the children’s ward of the local hospital. 
In Vác prisoners made food donations 
to a homeless shelter. In Kalocsa the 
prison choir regularly performs at local 
events; this year they gave a special 
concert for seniors before Christmas. 
In Tiszalök prisoners made Christmas 
decorations to donate to the local school. 
In Szolnok prisoners used children’s 
drawings as blueprints to sew soft toys 
which were then given to the students. 
Creative prisoners from Zalaegerszeg and 
Sopronkőhida donated artwork to the 
local Child Protection Service office and 
a hospital ward. Prisoners from Mélykút 
staged a show for people living in a charity 
home in Dunaújváros. Prisoners from 
Middle-Transdanubium National Prison 
staged a Christmas show for children living 
in the students’ home in Martonvásár.


