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The Prison  
Code...

As part of the ongoing comprehensive 
justice reform, the new prison Code (Act 
no. CCXL of 2013 on effecting punishments, 
measures, certain coercive measures and 
misdemeanor detention) entered into force 
on January 1, which, for the first time in 
Hungarian history, describes executive 
measures in a highest-level legal act. 
Modernization was necessary: certain 
elements of previous regulations were 
underdeveloped, local regulations changed, 
and new international requirements 
also arose. The new code is a synergy 
between the theoretical and the practical. 
The prisoner legal status is well-
structured, new social integration tools are 
introduced, punishments are consistent 
and proportional, while restorative justice 
concepts are emphasized. Other important 
concepts include prisoner employment 
and training, a system for prisoner risk 
analysis, and participation in mediation 
and crime prevention. Instead of the 
education-based approach now prisoners’ 
social integration is emphasized, which 
acknowledges the complexity of making a 
positive impact on a personality.

...and its 
application
Under the new Prison Code, it is now the 
Prison Administration’s responsibility to 
send out calls to offenders to start their 

prison sentences. During the year the 
Prison Administration sent 4 017 such 
calls. Now that this task was moved 
from the Courts to Prison Administration 
the number of failed delivery notices 
and failures to report did not change 
significantly. All calls were issued in the 
legally prescribed format; the Ministry of 
the Interior and the Chief Prosecutor’s 
Office praised the procedure.

Offenders reporting to a correctional 
institution voluntarily will start serving their 
sentence in a facility for convicted prisoners, 
which offers better housing, transfer and 
employment opportunities. Uncooperative 
offenders may either be brought to court, or 
the case is transferred to a court to have an 
arrest warrant issued.

Based on the Prison Code, every 
correctional institution is required to 
make a risk assessment upon receiving 
an offender with a final sentence. The 
assessment uses predictive measurements 
to determine the risk involved in 
incarceration and whether there is a 
chance of recidivism. The right prison 
regime and social integration programs are 
identified for the prisoner based on this 
assessment. First we tested the system 
at five different prisons, and then held 
various training courses to staff about its 
introduction in the whole organization.
We opened a new unit within Budapest 
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Strict and Medium Regime Prison for the 
special treatment of sexual offenders. A 
panel of specialists selects participants 
for the program; prisoners volunteering to 
the program must undergo a structured 
interview and risk assessment, and receive 
an expert’s opinion. So far the 8-month 
program has received positive reviews.

As part of the main objective of  
facilitating prisoners’ social integration, 
now probation officers also work for 
the Prison Administration, in addition to 
integration officers.

On April 1 a new type of house arrest 
called reintegration arrest was introduced 
under the new Prison Code, aiming at 
facilitating prisoner social integration. The 
first application was approved on May 

8, and the first person to be put under 
reintegration arrest was released on May 
21. First offenders serving a sentence no 
longer than 5 years for non-violent crimes 
in a light or medium regime prison may 
request being put under reintegration arrest 
if they agree to the applicable rules. Of the 
615 submissions received, the Prison Judge 
approved 223. Prisons submitted 47 requests, 
17 of which were approved. 105 reintegration 
arrests are now finished without incident.

A cornerstone of social integration is 
facilitating and encouraging personal 
relationships. In 2015 we built up capacity 
for prisoners to contact loved ones via 
mobile phone. The system went fully 
operational in August, and currently over 15 
thousand prisoners use mobile phones in 
accordance with the applicable regulations.


