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Dear Reader, 
2015 was a remarkable year for the 
Hungarian Prison Service. We were busy 
with many things: the profession, legal 
changes, scientific research, and a couple 
of new tasks. The challenges gave us a lot 
of work but also brought rewards. We have 
a lot to tell you, which makes writing this 
foreword quite easy.

Already at the start of the year, the long-
awaited Prison Code entered into force, to 
be followed by an equally important legal 
change: a new Service Act which entered 
into force in July and lays out a career 
path for law enforcement professionals.

At the same time, it was a difficult year. 
The migration crisis brought lots of 
challenges and required extraordinary 
flexibility from every law enforcement 
organization, ourselves included.

The Hungarian Prison Service managed 
to adapt to the new situation, turn its 
attention and channel its resources 
towards these new responsibilities. I am 
proud of my colleagues for their dedication, 
perseverance and humanity that allowed 
us to deliver on every task in this difficult 
situation.

In addition, the organization fulfilled its 
purpose of providing safe incarceration, 
receiving, housing and caring for prisoners 
on a continuous basis and in accordance 
with applicable legislation. Our staff is 
doing excellent work, which also shows in 
European professional indicators. 
 
We focus on the person, whether it is 
our employee or a prisoner. Helping 
our colleagues achieve higher levels of 
expertise is key, because professionalism, 

dedication, and 
strong morals give 
the basis of quality 
work. Helping prisoners 
find their place in society is just 
as important. We organize our prisoner 
training and employment program with 
this aim in mind. Churches and non-
governmental organizations provide 
invaluable help in achieving these goals 
and hereby I thank them for their 
continued support. I owe thanks to our 
partner organizations as well for their 
support and cooperation. 
 
We made progress in increasing prisoner 
employment and decreasing overcrowding. 
Our budget for the year was larger 
than ever, which allowed for a sizeable 
investment in improving working conditions 
for our staff and living conditions for our 
prisoners across the country. We added 
a total of nine hundred places to the 
capacity of four institutions, and have 
significant capacity extension projects in 
progress.  
 
As I said, 2015 was a difficult but 
successful year for the Hungarian Prison 
Service. Please turn a page to find out 
more about our work from this year’s 
Prison Service Yearbook. Thank you for 
your attention. 


