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PEDAGOGICAL CITIZENSHIP AND SYSTEM  
STRUCTURAL CHANGES: 

AN ETHNOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC OUTLINE OF 
SOCIALIST AND POST-SOCIALIST/CAPITALIST ALBANIA 

Olsi Lelaj – Endrit Kromidha 

1. Introduction 

The history of the rise of modern state has been subject to many discussions in the academic sphere, 
especially concerning state’s role in economic, political and social affaires. Such role has always been 
subject to ideological interpretations regarding the position that the state should have in relation to 
society and towards its citizens. Ideology1 has been academically perceived and analyzed as an 
important tool not only for groups and governments political action but also for individual behavior. It 
is difficult to see how individuals can live without some adherence to values and beliefs which make up 
their own ideological system and define their actions. The role of ideology in the lives of individuals, 
groups and nations may well be inconsistent but it can also be quite significant and dramatic at times, 
especially in defining how the citizen ought to be related to the state and the way round.2 For the 
Albanian collectivity, the crumbling down of the Berlin Wall signified, in one hand, the end of the 
communist project of citizenship, based on collective justice, and, in the other hand, the triumph of 
market-economy democracy project of citizenship, based on materialist freedoms. Though, both 
projects, were, in overall, part of the big modernist Western project of citizenship (the citizenship as a 
bimodern condition of humanity under nation-state, see Kroker & Kroker, 1991: ix-x) and interdependent 
on each other, they differentiate, in content, from the way political ideologies make use of the public 
space as a mode in which signification is corporate as part and parcel of what one does in daily life as a 
citizen (GIDDENS, A. 1991). Therefore, the ‘Ideal type’ of citizen is manifested and imposed on the 
individuals and mass, through the primary obligatory public socializing institutions i.e elementary 
schools and secondary educations,  aiming that from the ideological realm to produce in the public 
space the modern ‘new man’. The aim of this paper is, firstly, to ethnographically present the 
production of citizen in People’s Socialist Republic of Albania by looking at the concepts which had to 
be intake through the socialization process by each and every individual in the standardized modern 
public and compulsory education. During this journey we will explore the evolution, in public sphere, 
of the ideological discourse and practices that ought to be manifested in and transmitted by the primary 
obligatory public socializing institutions i.e elementary education, and secondly how changes in 

                                                 
1 Since the influential work of MARX, K & ENGLES, F, (1846/1970), German Ideology. Part I, C. J ARTHUR (ed.). New 
York: International Publisher, a rich scholarly tradition of surnamed Marxist emerged and continues to further 
develop the notion, origin and effects of ideology on society and people. For a recent update and evaluation on the 
Marxist theories of ideology see: BOSWELL, KISER, and BAKER (1999). Recent Development in Marxist Theories of Ideology, 
in Critical Sociology, 25; 385. Sage Publication. Anthropologist have been very much concerned with the issue of 
ideology especially concerning the issue whether culture can be considered an ideology in itself. CLIFFORD GEERTZ 
(1964) essay ‘Ideology as a Cultural System,’ in Ideology and Discontent. Ed. D. APTER. GLENCOE: Free Press, precisely 
addresses this question whether cultural systems can be seen as ideologies. TALAL ASAD, is an other anthropologist 
that points to the role and problems that anthropology has in the understanding and analysis of ideology. TALAL 

ASAD. (1979/2006). “Anthropology and the Analysis of Ideology”, in H L. MOORE & T. SANDERS,(ed) ‘ 
Anthropology in Theory: Issues in Epistomology’. Blackwell Publishing, Ltd. In spite different position on the concept of 
ideology, in this work, ideology it would be understood as a ‘ systematical structured processes and the experienced 
social relations through which human subjectivies are constructed and through which humans act upon the 
world’(Verdery, 1991:9). VERDERY, K.  (1991). National Ideology under Socialism: Identity and Cultural Politics in 
Ceausescu’s Romania, Berkley: University of California Press. 
2 GEORGE and WILDING synthetically take under analysis how political ideologies consider the position that the 
state should have in relation economic and social configuration of society. GEORGE & WILDING 1994. Ideology 
and Welfare, Harverster & Wheatsheaf, LTD. 
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economical, political and ideological configuration of society are reflected in the educational sphere in 
contemporary post-Communist/Capitalist Albanian. I have to draw the readers consideration to the 
fact that the following writing is simply an outline of a just began work in the ethnography of socialist 
state and ideology in Albanian society. Most of the information are based on content analysis of some 
key texts and interviews with informants on the periods under focus.  

The first part of this work outlines and portrays the initial measures that Albanian communist 
party and its leadership undertook, after the WWII, to transform Albanian society, by the massive and 
compulsory education of its citizens, into a modern, progressive, socialist and than after a communist 
nation-state. While in the second and third part the article will observe and discuss the development 
and factual practices taken to ‘produce’ the ideal type of citizen in the public realm. The conclusion will 
help to shed some light on contemporary Albanian where it will be observed how the post-socialist 
political and economic transformation of Albanian society aims toward a new type of citizenship based 
on a different mode of ideological and experienced existence. 
 
 

2. Literacy, Massive education, and Ideology in Communist Albania 

                                                                OUR PARTY3 
This party of ours, 

Our Party of Work, 
Bravely breaks through 
Like a bird in a storm. 

 
Mother to the worker, 
Mother to the peasant, 

Shines and warms us, 
Like a string sun. 

(Folk)                                                                               
 

ULF BRUNNBAUER in unfolding the strategies and praxis  which the communist system, installed 
in Bulgaria between 1944-1989, made used to craft the socialist out of the Bulgarians, gives us a 
paramount through a detailed account of facts and descriptions how the institution of Fatherland Front 
contributed to the creation of the new Bulgarian socialist man. The materialization of the concept of 
New Man, embodying socialism by his/her daily activities and world view, was the challenge that  
communist systems installed in Eastern Europe faced while interacting with their own societies and 
citizens. Socialist leadership considered that the ‘socialist way of life’ was enabled only by the successful 
interaction in the world of the ‘new man’ citizens that have ‘espoused communist values such as 
collectivism, solidarity, strive to self-improvement, and to be ready to make sacrifices for the general 
interest’ (BRUNNBAUER, U. 2008: 47).  In order to achieve the modern socialist transformation and way 
of life, and as well as to overcome difficulties and obstacles that halt the continues advancement toward 
the future ‘the inculcation of new cultural norms and values that could make everyday life orderly and 
productive’ was seen as necessary and a priority by the communist parties of the Eastern Block society. 
(HOFFMAN, 2003, cited in BRUNNBAUER, U. 2008)  

Faced with such preoccupation on how to transform the citizen into a ‘new man’, after the end 
of the Second World War, among the biggest reforms that were undertaken in the newly established 
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania was that of the education sector. For ENVER HOXHAs’4 
government, tailored according USSR and Stalinist model of governance, education was seen to be the 
meeting point were the inculcation in the citizen of the new cultural norms and values of the socialist 

                                                 
3 ODISE, G. (1973). Liber Per Lexime Jashte Klase. Per Cikilin e Ulet te Shkolles Tetevjecare,(Extra-curricula 
readings. For primary level of 8-year schooling),   Sh.B.L.SH: Tirane. 
4 ENVER HOXHA,(1908-1985) was the leader of Albanian communist party and state. During his period on power, 
he modeled a Stalinist type of government which attempted to lead Albanian society toward socialism and 
communism. Yet, in spite the intensive industrialization and modernization  period undertaken during his time in 
power, in the programmatic mobilization of countries resources and man power, known as Plani Pesevjecar (5 years 
Plan), his strong dictatorial leadership is seen, perceived and considered has one of the worst and most isolative 
leaderships in Europe.   
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new man would happen, and the individuals embodying such values, while acting and interacting in the 
real world, would than transform them into everyday activities. A modern and industrial society needs 
modern citizens. The system and party’s leadership attention, especially during its first years, was 
focused toward the massive and standard literacy of the population, process sanctioned by a special law 
issued on August 1946.5 

The general configuration of the Albanian society in 1945-1946, in relation to education, when 
the law was issued according to official statistic6, was the following: general population, 1122044 
people, of which 21.3% lived in urban areas, and 78.7% lived in rural areas and countryside.  Pupils 
enrolled in the system of general education were 84746; in pedagogical middle education 640 students, 
and professional education 261, no student in universities because such institution is opened in the 
middle of 1950’s.  On a general communication issued on 31 July 1958 by the General Committee of 
Albanian Work Party was stated that in the academic year 1957-1958 ‘the number of elementary schools 
increased to 2249 against 638 that were in 1938, of seventh year secondary education went to 400 
[institutions], against 11 [in 1938], of high schools went to 51, against 11 [in 1958]’. (Dokumenta 
Kryesore te PPSH,1970:200) 

The above mentioned law, also, defined the general structure of the education that consisted, 
after the law passed, of 11 year of education in all. The first 4 years were based on elementary education 
during which the pupils acquired knowledge on skills such as reading, writing and arithmetic. 
Throughout the remaining 7 years of state uniformed education, the training continued on expanding 
knowledge in history, geography, algebra, geometry, physics, civic education and literature. Additionally 
and in pari-passu with the transformation of the Albanian society toward a socialist society, the education 
was made compulsory for all citizens from age 7 until 14. During this period, new educative texts books 
were compiled, new schools were built, and intensive course against illiteracy were widely open around 
the country.  Moreover, such law sanctioned the creation of middle, professional and higher education 
institution, aiming the specialization of individuals into grafts and skills for ‘different branches of 
economic, social and cultural life of the country’(Art.4/Nr.282, 17-8-1946).7 Beside system’s 
commitment to massive literacy, the ideological formation of the citizens was not let apart. The same 
law under article 6 empowers the Ministry of Education to compile new texts book adequate to the 
educational reform ‘ that will portray the change, evident everywhere, even in the ideological field’ 
(Art.5/Nr.282, 17-8-1946). Along side the transformation, standardization  and nationalization of the 
education sector, all other public socialization institutions and of information dissemination such as  
publishing houses, printing houses, cinemas, news papers, and private libraries where nationalized and 
directly controlled by the State. Regardless the fact that the printed press developed rapidly, where from 
1 958 copies of printed press in 1945, it arrived in 32 885 copies in early 19608, it was transformed into 
an instrument of propaganda that fostered the communist ideology as the dominant ideology of the 
Albanian state. Public libraries where open in cities, towns and villages, especially close to educative 
centers and schools. The number of registered members in libraries in early 60’s was 387 370 people 
out of 1 660 300 citizens9. Educative institutions like Shtёpitё e pionierit dhe tё rinisё  (Pioneers’ and youth 
houses) designed to bring youths together in educative, physical and ideological activities where opened 
in cities, towns and villages  together with cultural houses. Moreover in the working environment 
cultural centers like the Red Corner (Kёndi i Kuq) were open within any factory and agricultural 
cooperative. An interviewee when asked about the red corner institution remembered that as a practice 
it started during the 50’s and lasted until the 90’s.  

 “…Kёndin e Kuq!., po, e mbaj mend (The red corner!…I do remember it). When I started to work in 
Shkodra’s diary factory (Fabrika e Qumeshtit) in 1980’s, the red corner was placed in a big long room. It had red flags 
hanging from the walls and the pictures of Enver Hoxha, Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, were visible everywhere.  At 
the end of the room, the slogan  ‘Proletare te te gjitha vendeve, Bashkohuni” (“Proletarians of all countries, Unite”) 
invited and greeted, us workers in. This room was in all state enterprises and factories …’  

                                                 
5 Official Governmental Newspaper Nr.85, year 1946, f.12 
6 The information is taken from: Anuari Statistikor i R.P.SH,(Statistical Annual of People’s Republic of Albania) 
1961. Office of Statistics, Tirane-1962. 
7 ibid 
8 ibid 
9 ibid 
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In the room, the workers could engage themselves in re-creative activities like chess, 
backgammon, or make use of the reading texts and newspapers offered by the library of the red corner.  
Also, the room functioned as a space for general meeting of workers association to discuss literary and 
political works or any other public theme that concerned the interest of the public opinion. Such a 
space was also utilized for artistic activities like concerts or theatrical shows. Though the shape and the 
size of the room might have varied accordingly to the size and number workers in the working 
environment, yet its pedagogical and ideological function and internal organization within the working 
environment remained the same.  

In the next decade, in Albanian society, the process of transformation and creation of the new 
man and new society, under socialism, was accelerated under new methods tailored to control the 
totality of experiences of each and every citizen while interacting with the public sphere of society. In 
the next part, we will observe some practices and measures that were undertaken and applied in 
Albanian, by the system and its leadership to control citizens’ interaction in public sphere and how the 
public sphere was transformed into a totalizing experience for all Albanians.  
 
    

3. Public Sphere and the Communist Economic System in Albania 

The process of industrialization of Albanian society during socialist period; the creation of new urban 
centers, to accommodate the working force needed for the industry and economic development; 
population movement, educational reforms and the second phase of Albanian modernity - the first 
phase being the creation of the Albanian nation-state in 1912, cannot be understood outside the 
centralized and unified socialist governmental schema of the Plan. In fact, it can be suggested that 
socialism in Albania, as maybe else were, should be viewed in terms of a rationality calculated enterprise 
where within the Plan system, goals, means, objectives and achievements were set forward, together 
with the methodology to achieve them. ENVER HOXHA communist government established in the 
newly People’s Socialist Republic of Albanian inherited a devastated country from the war with poor 
communication infrastructure, massive illiteracy, an economy mostly based on private ownership and 
agriculture where the industrial sector of economy was either destroyed by the war or virtually non 
existent at all. The general population of the country between 1945-1946 was of 1122044 people, of 
which 21.3% lived in urban areas, and 78.7% lived in rural areas and countryside.  In the first years after 
adhering into the Easter Block of socialist countries which was led by USSR, the Albanian communist 
party undertook and led the road toward the socialist modernization of Albania. Socialism and then 
communism was believed, taught and enforced to be possible and achieved only through the moral and 
political leadership of the communist party, which under Plani 5 vjecar (5 year plan) had rationally 
constructed a scientific methodology of societal power and resources allocation and re-allocation, in 
order to achieve this new social order. In socialist Albania, the Plan, can be considered as the map and 
the coordinative entity of the system toward industrialization and socialist modernity.  

In the same line, the development of agriculture was seen as much crucial for the development 
of socialism as was the industry. Thus, in order to bust and control the productivity in agriculture, a 
process known as ‘collectivization’ was undertaken, were agricultural land and livestock were taken from 
peasant owners and nationalized in the so called ‘Koperativat Bujqesore Shterore’- Agricultural State 
Cooperatives. Within the framework of the Koperativa, the peasant were considered ‘punetore koperatove’ 
(cooperative workers) and subject to a wage. Also the mechanization of agriculture started as part of the 
socialist modernization. Not only the peasantry had to periodically supply the industry with labor force, 
but it should contribute to the socialist economy with agricultural products by working in the koperativat 
bujqesore. Moreover population movement was state coordinated and controlled in order to keep a 
balanced relation between the development of socialist industry and agriculture. The practice of 
Transferimi or Assignation was used to control mobility within the country. E. HOXHA praised the 
mechanized alliance and forced balance and relation between workers and peasantry  when he pointed 
that ‘[it is an achievement]…that the industry and agriculture are so close to each other, state enterprises and 
agricultural cooperatives work on the same pattern, the working class lives herewith the peasantry”(HOXHA E. 
1970:69).  Secondly, this discursive alliance was functional to the question of power. In locating power 
outside the big owners of land and manufacture, as well as way from the literate elite such as 
intellectuals or clergy that shared a different view from the party, the State of the Dictatorship of 
Proletariats, was portrayed and believed to be the state of the proletarians and its alliance class-the 
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peasantry.  Thirdly, a structure of identification had to be created between the party-state and ruled. 
Often, people refer to the following discourse when talking about the socialist state that it was ‘..Shteti 
ishte i bijёve te punetoreve dhe fshatareve…ishte pushteti i bijёve tё punёtorёve dhe fshatarёve’ (…The State of the 
offspring’s of the workers and peasants … was the power of the offspring’s of the workers and peasants). By depicting 
the socialist state in educative texts books, news, literature books, art and all other state controlled 
instruments of information dissemination, as the power of the children of workers and peasants, the 
system had ideologically created the base of conceptual identification where the workers and peasants 
would consider themselves as part of the ruling class. The massive and compulsory education played a 
crucial role in the proletarian conceptual formation. The law on education urged the compilation of 
new texts book adequate for the new socialist order ‘that will portray the change, evident everywhere, 
even in the ideological field’ (Art.5/Nr.282, 17-8-1946). Upon this base in the next decades, the state 
propaganda together with a certain improvement of the material conditions of the peasantry and 
workers deriving mostly from the generous help of allied countries such USSR, control and 
punishment, would secure a degree of legitimacy for party and party leadership power in using violence 
on society to foster control and reforms in society. The process of proletarisation in Albanian during 
socialism was backed up also by the creation of a necessary institutional structures that promoted and 
defended the workers rights and consciousness; a structure that would unite more the peasants and the 
workers. In 1957, -Bashkimet Profesionale te Shqiperisë - Trade Union of Albania (TUA), was formed, 
uniting all other existing analogue structures. Virtually all Albanians that held the working class status 
were members of it.  

The further consolidation of the state apparatus and of its prevailing ideology, was achieved 
during the mid-60’s and onward, with the application of the exported political and ideological programs 
from Chinese “Cultural Revolution”, that aimed the annihilation of any concepts, activities, institutions, 
or ideologies that countered the Marxist-Leninist ideology both in public and private space. In the 
Albanian realm, under the Partia e Punës (the Albanian Communist Party) directives, wide massive 
ideological ‘wars’ and practice were undertaken in the initiative named ‘Revolutionizing further the life 
in the whole country’ (Revolucionazimi i mёtejshёm i jetёs nё tё gjitё vёndin). During this period under scrutiny 
went all aspect of individual, collective and institutional life that did not fit the ethical, moral, and 
ideological frame of the socialist system. For example, an interviewee was remembering that at the time 
ornaments, behaviors, or wearing cloths that were considered ‘shfaqje e huaj’ -“foreign expression” were 
forbidden. Foreign literature from the West especially British and American literature was criticized and 
forbidden to circulate in public libraries.  Having look hairs, long sideburn, jeans, wearing jewelry or 
mini skirts was considered as a “foreign expression” or “ bourgeoisie attitude”, along with many other 
things. The relation that the new man should have towards fashion is exemplified by the following 
citation of a short article titled ‘ The Development Of Socialist Concepts And Taste On Clothing And Esthetic 
Presentations Of The Citizen In The War Against Foreign Influences’: 

‘Our socialist world-view stands diametrically in opposition with the bourgeois one. In 
oppressed and unjust society…where personal evolutions generally is not evaluated by work and 
individuals capacities, but from wealth and titles of different sorts, clothing and external appearance are 
in function to a false glittering. Thus that personality, not given by honest work neither by a sharply 
mind nor crafty hands, or creative soul, foreign to him, the average bourgeoisie and capitalist aims to 
created it through heavy clothing, jewelries on the fingers, expensive necklace and extravagant look. Our 
new man does not need these artifices…neither his social consciousness allows it, nor his world-view on beauty…’ 
(KANANI, S. 1974: 109, emphasis added)    

In order to reinforce further the socialist way of life, the public demarcation and criticism of 
people whose behavior was not appropriate or not up to the standards of the communist new man, 
started under the Chinese modeled practice of “ Daci Bao” or “thunder-letters” (Fletё-rrufe). In these 
public letters individuals were publicly criticized for their shameful and not appropriate behavior. Those 
under criticism were invited to reflect and change their bourgeoisie attitude and behavior (sjellje borgjeze) 
otherwise they will be facing repercussions. For example, if a persons did not cut his hair accordingly 
and let them crow as a hippy, his hair would be cut publicly by force in the environment where his 
worked or studied.  The ‘thunder-letters’ did not target only individuals who did not conform, but also 
institutions that didn’t achieve set goals. Usually, these public criticisms originated from the working 
associations, students associations or other citizen associations as Oganizata e Gruas (Woman 
Association). 
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Moreover, the process of revolution was not isolated only to the esthetic representation of the 
citizens but it was further expanded because war was declared against all religions, religious institutions 
and any other so-called ide tё vjetra, prapanike, e tё ndryshkura (old, backward and rusty ideas). By the end 
of 1968, all religious institutions and their activities were destroyed and stopped functioning in daylight.  
As TAMARA DRAGADZE points out while looking at religion under Soviet communism “the rationale 
for the destruction of religious buildings and discouragement of religious beliefs and practices by the 
communist was that people had to be liberated from the hoaxes and illusions…foisted upon them by 
the previous power structures. ‘Truth’ rested in accepting a ‘rational’ world where material world alone 
embodied ‘reality’ (1993: 151). In spite the fact that the new communist man had to rationally accept 
the reality embodied in the material world, the systematic destruction of the religious institutions under 
communism underlines the continues struggle that the communist state had in becoming the sole 
source of worldviews within the new modern socialist society. The socialization of the new communist 
citizens, and their interaction with each other within the public sphere was endangered by competing 
ideas, concepts, moralities and points of view upon reality coming from groupings, or association that 
didn’t fit within the state truth, moral, and worldview such as religion. Therefore, a transformative 
process was undertaken to neutralize the plurality of ideas, world views and moralities within the 
Albanian public sphere. This transformation was sanctioned also in the Albanian Constitution of 1976. 
FOTO CAMI and GRAMOZ HYSI (1978), members of the Albanian Politic bureau, in their interpretation 
of the constitution, give us a paramount of the role that the state, party and civil society had to play in 
the life of people in order to achieve the set goal. Thus,  

‘ The dictatorship of the proletariat …is enabled not only through state organism, but as well as through the 
masses organization that are part of the system of the dictatorship of  proletariat …. On the leading top of all state 
organisms and masses organizations, that make the system of the dictatorship of the proletariat, is the Marxist-Leninist 
party of the working class. Without the leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party…and without the dictatorship of 
proletariat, is impossible to construct socialism and communism… Partia e Punes se Shqiperise, (Albanian Work Party),  
vanguard of working class, is the only political leadership of the state and society’... there are no other political 
parties,…and such a role isn’t shared with anyone else…and the role of the working class can’t be achieved without the 
leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party (1978: 24) 

Therefore according to the Albanian constitution all masses organization that formed civil 
society had to and became an integrated part of the system and of the state of the dictatorship of 
proletariat, where as the leading engine was the Marxist-Leninist party, which was conceived, perceived, 
viewed, lived and in legal and factual terms was the only politic force of the Albanian state and society.  
No competing views, truths, ideas or ideologies could interfere with the conceptual construction and 
practical application of the new Albanian socialist man and society.  The Constitution of Socialist 
Albania clearly underlined that “…The creation of any kind of organization that has an antidemocratic, 
fascist, religious, and anti-socialist character is forbidden… The fascist, anti-democratic, religious, anti-
socialist  propaganda and activities are forbidden” . We can continue further our analysis by adding that 
such reality, as defined by the Albanian Constitution of 1976 where we find a merging of state and civil 
society, can be defined and understood in terms of a Gramscian10 hegemonic reality: where we have the 
proliferation at a structural and institutional level through the state and civil society of a culture, 
ideology, and moral, the sum of which makes the way the individual ought to see, believe, and act in the 
Albanian society. In the next session, we will expand our understanding of this hegemonic reality by 
briefly exploring the ways how the Albanian communist state made use of the education sector to foster 
its moral and political leadership on the society.  
 
  

 

 

                                                 
10 For a short consideration on Gramsci’s concept of Hegemony and how such concept has been treated in 
anthropology read:  Kurtz , V.D . (1996). Hegemony and Anthropology : Gramsci, exegeses, reinterpretation, in 
Critique of Anthropology, vol.16,  nr.103: Sage Publication. For a detailed account of Gramsci’s ideas and its 
relation to anthropology see: Crehan, K. (2002). Gramsci, Culture and Anthropology, Pluto Press: London-Sterling, 
Virginia. 
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4. Towards the ‘Moral and Political Education’ of the Citizens 

 Alongside this revolutionizing  process, the educative system that should be viewed as one of the 
institutions that can give life to concepts by embodying them into individuals and collectivities, 
experienced further transformation, when it was asked, directly by the fierce critique of Enver Hoxha’s 
speech of march 1967, that in one side to cultivate into the minds of the pupils and students the 
socialist ideology, the lessons of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the communist way of life, and on the 
other hand, there should be a closer relation between theory and practical activity. Such critique was 
reflected in the revision of all pedagogical literature and activities. Thus, in a key text for University 
students- for future teachers- was stated that “ The education…above all aims, the formation of communist 
features of our new man, of his conceptual and moral-politic figure, of his communist attitudes, of his temper and will, the 
enrichment of his emotional world by cultivating in him the communist feeling,…taste and behavior, in other words of 
communist education” (PEDAG, 1984:8). But the education and reeducation of the Albanian citizen was not 
to be limited only at the school level but it should continued according to Hoxha at the “ …factories, on 
fields, at work…at home, in the family, with the mother, wife, sister, kids, neighbors, in all their activities by highlighting 
and encouraging the good  and punishing bad behavior ” (E. HOXHA, 1974-1975:81).  As we can deduce for the 
above remarks the system was aiming that from the public sphere, the ideological education of its 
citizens should have continued until the private sphere was controlled too. Thus, Hoxha’s speech when 
he pointed that the education of the new socialist man should continue ‘at home, in the family, with the 
mother, wife, sister, kids, neighbors, in all their activities by highlighting and encouraging the good and punishing bad 
behavior ‘ targeted precisely the conceptual control of family members and their activities accordingly to 
the set standards by the system in the public sphere. It seems that the battle between the Albanian 
socialist state and private sphere, namely the family, was a battle over concepts formation, control and 
activities. It should be underlined and brought to readers attention that the family nucleus, as the prime 
source of individuals socialization into society thus the prime source of concept formation, should be 
considered as the primary political institution of society in which the individual forms concepts and to 
which the individuals gives loyalty. The relation that the family, as private sphere, has with the outside 
world, public space, in Albanian society, is clearly delineated by an Albanian proverb which portrays the 
danger that young members of the family like kids might bringing to the institution by disclosing family 
matters in public while interacting with the outside world:  
“ Çfarё ka shtёpia, i nxjerrё fёmija” (Lit. trans: Whatever the family has, the child brings outside).  

Accordingly to the aimed goals and to win the battle over the family, the ideological formation 
of the individual had to start since the early age of socialization in public institutions as kinder gardens 
and schools, where beside basic knowledge, the pupil had in primary compulsory educations subject like 
“Moral and Political Education”, or later in high school subjects like “Marxism”, or “ Dialect 
Materialism”. A kinder garden short poem that had to be learned by heart by each and every kid, tells a 
great deal about the relation that had to be formed between the private and public education, and the 
system:  
‘Kam tre nёna o fёmijё,  ‘Hey kids, I have three mothers, 
Njё nё shkollё   One at School, 
E njё nё shtёpi,   One at Home, 
Dhe njё tjetёr kёtu nё gji,  And another deep in my heart, 
Qё e ka emrin Nёna Parti’  That is named Party -Mother’ 
 

As soon as a kid entered the compulsory public education his/her ideological formation was 
intensified. The young pupils had to inform in them the civic and moral features of the socialist way of 
life. Thus since their first year of education, the young pupils, age 6 or 7, were faced with the subject of 
‘Moral and Political Education’ that would be a basic text along all their compulsory educational 
constructions in the primary and secondary schooling. ‘The syllabus program of the first year is divided 
in five chapters: Hygiene and physical tempering, Socialist civilities, Our socialist fatherland, Communist attitude 
towards work and Communist attitude towards socialist property’ (SAQELLARI, LL. 1987:13).  To better 
exemplify the ideological formation that pupils had during their primary compulsory education, here 
listed are the chapters and themes used in the text of ‘Moral and Political Education 7” (1983) of 7-
grade (age 12). 
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Along side the ideological formation of the pupils, part of the pedagogical curricula was the 
practical application and participation of pupils in productive work. Since the primary elementary 
education (1-4 year of schooling), pupils had  subjects like “Lessons on Work“ (Mesim Pune) where 
they were engaged with practical activities like sawing, agricultural work, work with plasticen. Later 
between the 5-8 grade, students were engaged with what was called “Work with wood, and Work with 
Metal“, where pupils were taught how to do small wooden and metal construction in school 
laboratories. Of course, the intensity of such activities increased with the further progression in the 
school system.  And than after, in high school level, pupils participated in real productive work by 
working in factories or agricultural cooperatives.  
 
 

5. A Glance on Post-Socialism: The New Citizenship and the New System 

But, the dawn of early 90’s with the leading slogan of the student protest ’Liri, Demokraci’ (Freedom, 
Democracy) and ’E duam Shqiperinë si gjithë Europa’ (We want Albania like the rest of Europe), marked 
the crumbling down of the Socialist Republic of Albania, of the “ Dictatorship of Proletariats“, 
centralized economy, and of Work Party as the only leading force of the state and Albanian Society. 
Practicing freedom became symptomatic of each and every individual and collectivity that was willing to 
challenge socialism. The notion of freedom was present and visible in people’s action, behavior, way of 
thinking and practices. Quite vividly, Mr. S, at the time student and founder member of Partia 
Demokratike, the first political party to be established in a the new democratic Albania, remembers the 
first years of democracy in Albania. ’...change was visible every where, we were free to behave as we liked, to wear what 
we liked and to finaly, listen to the music that we liked...’ . The German band Scorpions and their ballad ’Wind 
of Change’ was sang and loudly listen, together with other heavy metal bands, pop bands and artists from 
U.S.A or Western European  music industry, in improvised discos at home or student halls using tape-
records. Names like ’ Skorpionso’ were used, by youths in urban centers, in daily speech to define a 
person that  wore long hair, jeans and dark leather type jacket with back leather strips or big zips on the 
sleeves. In contemporary Albanian, the notions of liberal democracy, market economy, commodity 

Chapter I: The protection and application with devotion of Marxim-Leninizm is a vital 
question for our Party and People. 

• Our life is leaded by the lessons of the Party and Comrade Enver. 
• The war of the Party and of our people to seize  power and to construct 

socializm. 
• Party’s example and of our people against rezivionism and reacsionary  forces 

 
Chapter 2: Thinking, working, fighting and living like revolutionaries 
 

• Absorbing well the lessons of the Party and Commrade Enver 
• With the Politic eye 
• The beauty, The good 
• Work as the foundation of our socialist life 
• Learing from school and life 
• Any work requires order, disipline and high consciousness 
• With our forces 
• Socialist perspective on property 
• To jusly devolopt the class war and participating in it 
• Defending our socialist country – a duty above all. 
• Scarification, and self-denial, distinctive features of our people and partisans 
• Respecting the other, a basic requist of communist culture. 
• Cultured behaivor and communist civic education, etc.. 
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possession, religious freedom, human rights, and political pluralism became the new foundation upon 
which the Albanian state, society and individuals started to build up their post-socialist future. The text 
books and practices like the one mentioned above, upon which thousands of Albanians learned how to 
view their future did not fit any longer the new time, and new ideology of market freedom. A new 
lifestyle created a new identity that was reflected in all these areas. 

Capitalism brought not only more freedom but also much more responsibility to Albanians. No 
more 5 year plans, no more secure job, school or house. It all had to come with hard work in a 
competitive market and society. The social aspect of such drastic and fast changes was reflected in high 
levels of emigration, fast urbanization and a much dynamic lifestyle.  Privatization, reforms in the public 
sector, infrastructure, private property distribution and rights, business environment and foreign direct 
investments, integration to NATO or EU still remain the major challenges that continue to shape the 
life of Albanian in the 21st century. 
 
 

6. Concluding Remarks 

Ernest Gellner points out in his work on Nation and Nationalism (1983), while looking at the importance 
of public, mass education in providing, within the framework of modern nation-state, that a rigorous 
training in precise, explicit messages and context free-messages delivered in a standardized languages 
and educational scripts aims the formations of concepts and control of the citizens by binding them to 
the ideological nation-state. The public massive education has the fundamental task of instilling 
adherence and continues loyalty by the citizen to the nation-state through simultaneously giving them a 
uniform idea of belongingness and point of view though symbols, shared values, myths and memories, 
creating in other words a ‘collective consciousness’ and specializing the citizen into needed skills (high 
culture) for sustaining modern industrial society because the ‘[modern man is not loyal to a monarch or 
a land or a faith, what ever he may say, but to a culture’(1983:36) which within the boundaries of 
nation-state it is an ideological culture. By exemplifying through ethnographic data, the paper 
underlined and showed how the ideological nation-state in Socialist Albanian, targeted the fabrication of 
a define model of citizen. Also, it was an ethnographical attempt toward an understanding of the pays 
réel as well as pays legal (HANN, C. M. 1991:9) of state practices in Albania during almost 50 years of 
socialism and in its post socialist present. We observed some practices i.e, the Red Corner or the text 
book of moral and political education, drawn from the experience of Albanian society during socialism 
on how education aimed toward ensuring system’s legitimacy and continuance through concept 
inculcation into citizen’s flesh and bone. 

Moreover, the continues emphasis on knowing the economic sphere of society, might be a 
leading hint on the influences of the socialist past.  Yet it is not easy to explore how socialist concepts 
and worldview internalized by the generations influenced individuals’ lives, interpretation and judgment 
of present market-free liberal democracy, governmental policies, state and leadership in present Albania.  
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