
a nation situated in the continental heartland for the performance of 
memorable deeds, past and future. 

Northern Kentucky University Alfonz Lengyel 

Esterhazy and Early Hungarian Immigration to Canada. Canadian 
Plains Studies No. 2. By Martin Louis Kovacs. Regina: Canadian 
Plains Research Center, University of Regina, 1974. Pp. x + 170. 

The study presents the most recent research of Professor Kovacs 
concerning the early history of Hungarians in Western Canada. Speci-
fically, the author reconstructs the role of Paul Oscar Esterhazy, 
surveys the history of the Esterhaz colony to 1903 and assesses Ester-
hazy as immigrant leader in the late nineteenth century. In addition, 
he publishes the full text of an historically significant pamphlet on the 
colony, compiled in 1902, and provides critical commentary on its 
value as historical documentation. 

An important contribution of the study is the clarification of the 
early history of the Esterhaz colony. First settled in 1886 by Hungarian 
and other East European settlers arriving from the United States, 
Esterhaz refers to a compact area of settlement in the eastern 
Qu'Appelle Valley of Saskatchewan. The author documents the deci-
sive role of Esterhazy in selecting the site for settlement and relates his 
personal efforts leading to the establishment of the village of Esterhazy 
in 1902 as a railway junction and agricultural market serving the 
entire colony. As a result, the village of Esterhazy became subsequent 
to 1902 the major centre for Hungarian settlement in Western Canada. 
Professor Kovacs explains the origins of this significant process on the 
basis of original source materials, including the Paul Oscar Esterhazy 
Papers, documents from the Public Archives of Canada and the 
Saskatchewan Provincial Archives. 

Also noteworthy is the author's assessment of Paul Oscar Ester-
hazy as founder of Hungarian settlements in Canada, as an advocate 
of Canadian immigration for East European peasants and as a 
particular type of ethnic leader to immigrants from Eastern Europe. 
Professor Kovacs sees Esterhazy as an effective and influential advo-
cate of Hungarian settlers in Saskatchewan. He also suggests an 
explanation for Esterhazy's interest in Canadian immigration. Deeply 
affected by the exploitation of East European immigrants in United 



States mines and factories, he thought that Canadian homestead 
settlement would provide a better haven of protection for them. This 
aspect of Esterhazy's activity is worthy of further exploration, since it 
would clarify the background of East European peasant migration 
from the United States to Western Canada. 

In publishing the pamphlet compiled by Esterhazy in 1902, 
Professor Kovacs had made accessible an important historical record 
for all scholars of immigration relating to Western Canada. In 
addition to a brief historical survey of the colony, it includes 22 con-
temporary photographs of early homesteads and homesteaders, the 
personal statements of 31 original settlers on their Canadian life prior 
to 1902 and a map of the colony. 

The present study offers, essentially, an indispensable foundation 
for a badly needed scholarly assessment of Canadian-Hungarian life. 
It is to be hoped that the author will continue his scholarly efforts by 
preparing such a comprehensive historical study relating the story of 
Hungarian immigrants in 20th century Canada. 

Ohio State University Paul Body 

The Hungarians in America 1583-1974: A Chronology & Fact Book, 
[Ethnic Chronology Series Number 18]. Edited and compiled by 
Joseph Szeplaki. Dobbs Ferry, New York: Oceana Publications, Inc., 
1975. Pp. vii + 152. $6.00. 

Joseph Szeplaki's The Hungarians in America 1583-1974 is one of the 
volumes in "The Ethnic Chronology Series" initiated by Oceana 
Publications, Inc. in 1971. Currently the series contains close to two 
dozen volumes, with several others in various stages of preparation. 

Oceana's Ethnic Chronology Series is one of several such serial 
publications that came into being in consequence of the so-called 
"ethnic revolution" of the past decade. Its editors claim that this series 
"seeks to reflect unpolemically and objectively the role of America's 
minorities in the development of a democratic, multi-ethnic society." 
This is indeed an ambitious and commendable goal, although one may 
perhaps question whether such basic "fact books," geared to the 
non-specialists, can really fulfil all that. The Oceana ethnic volumes 
are neither histories, nor synthetic assessments of the contributions of 
the individual ethnic groups to the general makeup of American civili-




