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The State of Education in Hungary 
on the Eve of the Battle of Mohacs (1526)'* 

L. S. Domonkos 

1. Political and Economic Conditions 1490-1526 
A number of studies have been published on various aspects of 

cultural and educational history in Hungary, but no work focuses on 
the period between the death of Matthias Corvinus in 1490, and the 
Battle of Mohacs in 1526. Therefore, I shall attempt to fill this lacuna 
by focusing on the state of education in Hungary, encompassing all 
levels, from university training down to the village schools. 

The 36 years under discussion are generally considered an age of 
decline and decadence in the history of Hungary, culminating in the 
defeat of Hungarian forces and the death of King Louis II on the 
battlefield of Mohacs. 

The decadence and decline during this period is not difficult to 
explain. The strong and centralized state forged by Matthias Corvinus 
did not survive his death, and the decline began almost immediately.! 
The designated heir of Matthias, his illegitimate son, John, was 
rejected by the majority of the nobility, who instead, invited the Jagel-
lonian prince, Wladislaus II, to become their king. Wladislaus already 
held the throne of Bohemia, and thus, the two countries were jointly 
ruled. The ineffectiveness of this king increased dissensions in the 
already divided ranks of the Hungarian nobility. This division was 
manifested in the desire of the lesser nobility to maintain greater voice 
in the affairs of state, as they had under King Matthias, versus the 
attempts of the oligarchy to regain their former prominence. This 
clash of interests created deep political division, and constant tension. 
The economic state was just as unstable, for the country was on the 
verge of bankruptcy. The royal treasury was empty, new taxes were 
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almost impossible to levy, customary sources of royal revenue fell off, 
and towns declined in size and w e a l t h . 2 The oppression of the lower 
classes by the nobility became so unbearable, that, in 1514 it spawned 
the most bloody and extensive insurrection of the peasantry ever to 
occur in the history of H u n g a r y . 3 The ensuing suppression of this 
revolt and the subsequent imposition of perpetual serfdom upon the 
peasants, added to the already deep-seated division, prevented unified 
action against the increasingly menacing Turks. 

Wladislaus's son, Louis II (1516-1526), was equally unable to 
unify the country under his rule, and he rode into battle with 
Suleiman the Magnificent at Mohacs, with a small and ill-equipped 
army. The overwhelming defeat and subsequent death of the king left 
Hungary at the mercy of the Turks, the Hapsburgs and the divided 
nobility .4 

2. Hungarian University Foundations to 1526. 
The turbulence of these 36 years does not seem to be reflected in 

the state of education or the intellectual level of the nation. The intel-
lectual ferment of the reign of Matthias continued to thrive, despite 
the decline evident in other areas. Under the rule of Matthias' succes-
sors, the center of Renaissance studies moved from the royal court to 
the episcopal seats and spread among the officials of the Chancery.5 

Let us now turn to the various levels of education evident in 
Hungary at the turn of the 16th century and begin our discussion with 
the universities. While flourishing universities were solidly established 
in Bohemia, Poland and Austria, Hungary's efforts to do the same 
were invariably unsuccessful. Four attempts were made during the late 
Middle Ages at establishing institutions of higher learning, but after 
initial success, all four faltered and disappeared. 

The university at Pecs (Funfkirchen), established in 1367, seems 
to have been dissolved by the end of the 14th century. Some histor-
ians, with vivid imaginations, contend that several hundred students 
of this university fought valiantly and "died for God and country" in 
the Battle of Mohacs. This, obviously, is pure fabrication, since no 
documents supporting the existence of this university exist beyond the 
14th century.6 

A second university was established at Obuda in 1395, and the 
last evidence of its existence is a delegation of masters to the Council 
of Constance (1414-1418)7 

Matthias Corvinus established the third university in 1465, at 
Pozsony (Bratislava, Pressburg). Following an auspicious start two 
years later, the university flourished but began to decline in 1472, 
following the death of its Chancellor, Archbishop Vitez. By the 
1490's, the buildings of the university were either used for storage or 



were in disrepair, indicating that students and faculty had abandoned 
Pozsony.8 

The last attempt in establishing an institution of higher learning is 
also associated with Matthias, for in 1485 he undertook steps to raise 
the Dominican studium generate of Buda to a full-fledged university. 
This institution never developed beyond the Ordens Studium common 
to the Dominicans, and, therefore, cannot be called a university. The 
General Chapter of the Dominican Order made several attempts to 
expand the Stadium of Buda and even ordered the transfer in 1507 of 
eight teachers from its school in Paris, to strengthen the school in 
Buda.9 The fact is, however, that these teachers never left Paris; thus, 
the Studium Generale in Buda continued to decline. Although scat-
tered references to a Studium Generale continue to appear in the 
General Chapter deliberations, there is no concrete evidence that a 
truly viable institution of higher learning existed in Hungary on the 
eve of the Battle of Mohacs.10 

The reason for the inability of universities to flourish in Hungary 
are great in number. The most obvious among these seem to be the 
lack of sustained interest and financial support on the part of the 
monarchy and the upper clergy, a general lack of urbanization, and 
the availability of university education in neighboring countries. 

3. Hungarian Students at the Universities of Cracow and Vienna. 
The desirability of a university education was recognized early by 

Hungarians, and from the 13th century on, they frequented such 
foreign universities as Bologna and Paris in increasing numbers. 
Closest to the borders of Hungary were the universities of Prague, 
Cracow and Vienna, and, due to their proximity, they had large 
numbers of Hungarian students during the 15th and 16th centuries. 
This is particularly true of Vienna and Cracow, while the cultural 
influence of the university of Prague was negligible.il 

Fortunately, the registers of Hungarian students at Cracow have 
survived. A separate bursa was formed for the large number of Hun-
garian students enrolled there from the years 1493 to 1558. The records 
of the bursa and the matriculation lists of the university show, that 
between 1460 and 1500, 1,673 students from Hungary studied there.12 
In the first two decades of the 16th century, between 40 and 50 
students from Hungary were immatriculated each year. After the 
Battle of Mohacs, there was a dramatic decline of students, and the 
bursa was eventually forced to close, due to diminished numbers. 13 
Some of those who received degrees migrated to Vienna, but more 
often to the Italian universities, seeking further studies. Those who 
returned to Hungary after the completion of their studies at Cracow 
often received ecclesiastical benefices, found employment in the lower 



echelons of the royal C h a n c e r y , 1 4 o r became teachers in the municipal 
or cathedral schools. The influence of the bursa was twofold, in that it 
played an active role in the life of the universitylS and created close 
intellectual ties between Cracow and Hungarian centers of learning, 
particularly the cities of Northeastern Hungary. It was through the 
Hungarian bursa that Conrad Celtis, and other scholars, established 
contacts in Hungary.16 

In Vienna, the number of students from Hungary was so large, 
that they constituted a separate nation, Natio Hungariae.17 From 
1450, to the Battle of Mohacs, the total number of students was 
greater than 2,900, according to the records of this nation. Here, as in 
Cracow, the number of students from Hungary decreased drama-
tically following the battle. 18 The University of Vienna did, however, 
continue to play an important role in the cultural life of Hungary for 
centuries, even after the establishment of permanent institutions of 
higher learning in the kingdom. 

4. Italian Universities: Bologna, Padua, Ferrara. 
Because of the excellence of Italian universities as well as the close 

Italo-Hungarian relations since the Angevin Period, a large number of 
Hungarians made the journey to Italy to study at the renowned 
Universities of Bologna, Padua and Ferrara. While it is true that 
students from Hungary could be found at almost all the other centers 
of learning in Italy, Bologna, Padua and Ferrara were the three insti-
tutions which attracted the largest number of Hungarians in the 
second half of the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. 19 The list of 
those who had studied at these universities reads almost like a Who is 
Who of important ecclesiastical dignitaries, chancery officials and 
h u m a n i s t schola rs .20 

The relative closeness and accessability of the great Italian 
universities probably relieved the pressure for the establishment of a 
university in Hungary. As long as students could get university 
degrees, mainly legal training, in Italy, the need for a local institution 
of higher learning was not so acute. 

Of the Hungarian born Bishops and Archbishops who presided 
over the eleven dioceses of the kingdom between 1490 and 1526, over 
60% were graduates of Italian universities. Graduates of Italian 
universities are also numerous among the officials of the Royal 
Chancery under Wladislaus and Louis 11.21 About half of the 
Chancery secretaries were trained in Italy, and what is more impor-
tant, they often kept in close touch with professors at their alma mater 
and with influential printers such as the Venetian Aldus Manucius.22 
These ties with Italy resulted in the spread and the deepening of the 
humanistic influence which had begun under Matthias, and fortu-
nately did not die with him. 



Before leaving the subject of Hungarians at Italian universities, 
mention must also be made of the large number of mendicants, mainly 
Dominicans, sent by the Hungarian provinces to study in Italy. 
Dominicans can be found at Bologna, Padua, Naples, Siena, Pavia 
and Florence.23 Franciscans can be found in far fewer numbers. The 
presence of large numbers of Dominicans in Italy also seems to 
support the previously expressed view, that the Studium Generate of 
Buda did not develop into an important center of education. Not only 
did it fail to meet the educational needs of the kingdom, but appar-
ently it did not even satisfy the requirements of the Dominican 
Province. 

Hungarian students also frequented the University of Paris, but in 
small numbers. The one outstanding figure of this period is Johannes 
Gosztonyi who arrived in Paris after attending the Universities of 
Vienna and Bologna. During his stay in Paris he developed a life-long 
friendship with the Flemish scholar, Josse van Clichtove. Upon 
returning to Hungary he became Bishop of Vesprem, Gy<5r and 
Transylvania, and was a major promoter of Erasmian ideas.24 

5. The Effects of the Lack of Hungarian Universities. 
The lack of a dynamic university within the boundaries of 

Hungary is an obvious source of weakness which placed the country 
at a disadvantage when compared to its immediate neighbors Poland, 
Bohemia and Austria. Yet the results of this failure are not all negative 
as they first may appear. Since all the universities in the Pre-Reforma-
tion period failed in Hungary, there was no alternative other than to 
study abroad. The result was the rise of a fairly cosmopolitan intel-
lectual class whose members were aware of the main currents of 
thought of western and central Europe. Hungarian students received 
far more than just academic degrees at the universities they attended. 
Close personal friendships developed with Italian, French, German, 
Austrian and Polish scholars and these ties of affection and shared 
interest often lasted for a lifetime. Upon returning to their native land 
Hungarian students often found that former professors or fellow 
students sent their dedicated books to them.25 Books for the Hun-
garian market were being printed in Italy, Vienna and Cracow with 
increasing frequency in the sixteenth century.26 When Conrad Celtis 
came to Buda in 1497, he found a large number of enthusiastic sup-
porters, among them Bishop Johannes Vitez the Younger who was 
made head of the Sodalitas Litteria Danubiana until his death in 
1499.27 Aside from Hungarian admirers Celtis also found Italians, 
Czechs and Austrians at the Hungarian court.28 There seems to be no 
doubt that an East-Central European humanism was in full bloom and 
the three centers of it were Vienna, Cracow and Buda. That Buda 



could compete on about equal terms with Vienna and Cracow shows 
that the lack of a university in Hungary was compensated by study 
abroad and an intense interest in the intellectual currents prevalent at 
the time. 

6. Cathedral and Chantry Schools 1490-1526. 
Turning our attention from University education to other forms 

of instruction available, let us discuss the cathedral and chantry 
schools. The development of cathedral and chantry schools in 
Hungary follows the general pattern in Western Europe. The decrees 
of the Third (1179), and Fourth (1215) Lateran Councils, called for the 
establishment of schools by the cathedral chapters so that instruction 
could be given to students in each diocese. How closely these orders 
were followed in Hungary is hard to determine, especially prior to the 
Tatar incursions in 1242. 

During the 15th and early 16th Centuries, the fog of uncertainty 
lifts and some insight into the life of cathedral and chantry schools can 
be gained. A fairly complete list of the Canons of each of the dioceses 
of Hungary is available for this period and thus, allows the identi-
fication of some of the teachers. According to the statutes of the 
Cathedral Chapters of W r a d and Zagreb the lector was in charge of 
instruction in the school.29 If the lector did not teach, he delegated his 
position to a sublector. Also among the canons, the cantor and 
succentor were called upon to teach. The term lector or scholasticus 
were often used interchangeably as well as rector scholae.30 Although 
all of the eleven Hungarian dioceses (plus Bosnia and Zagreb) show 
lectors, sublectors, cantors in their registers, still it is uncertain that 
schools with continuous instruction can be found at each of these 
cathedral seats. For the 36-year period on which we place our focus 
there is definite reference to schools or students in six cathedral towns 
and at one chantry. In the city of Eger students greeted Archbishop 
Bakocz on several occasions between 1493-1496 and received money 
for their singing. Those students who during Holy Week stood guard 
at the Holy Sepulcher, were also paid special f ees .31 At the arche-
piscopal seat of Esztergom a cathedral school of great fame had existed 
for a long time. Among its lectors and cantors are a number of out-
standing men who played an important role in the ecclesiastical and 
intellectual life of the kingdom.32 The bishopric of Pecs had a flour-
ishing cathedral school. This was especially true in the early years of 
the sixteenth century when a large number of students studied here. 
This cathedral school is referred to as a scola maior. The term scola 
maior has been translated into Hochschule, which in German is 
another name for university and thus, lead to considerable confusion. 
The fact is, however, that we are dealing with a cathedral school here 



and under no circumstances a university.33 The city of Varad (Gross-
wardein), which became a center of scholarship under Bishop 
Johannes Vitez34 in the mid 15th Century, continued to be an 
important cathedral school well into the sixteenth century. Among the 
notable alumni of this school was Petrus Varadi, one of the main 
exponents of Neo Platonism in Hungary, who ended his career as 
Archbishop of Kalocsa in 1501.35 Another student, Nicolaus Gerendi 
became Bishop of Transylvania. The most famous student at Varad 
was Nicolaus Olah, who studied here between 1506 and 1512. Olah 
later became a Canon at Esztergom, Privy Chancellor and after the 
Battle of Mohacs accompanied the widowed queen Maria to Brux-
elles.36 He became a friend of Erasmus and upon returning to 
Hungary ended his career as Archbishop of Esztergom and Primate. 
Olah played a major role in the history of late humanism in Hungary 
as well as the beginnings of the Counter-Reformation.37 

The cathedral school of Vesprem was the most famous of the 
institutions of learning in 13th Century Hungary. Some over-zealous 
scholars have even called it a university.38 During the period 
1490-1526, mention is made on several occasions of the teachers of the 
cathedral school.39 The first mention of the cathedral school of 
Zagreb occurs in 1334. Almost two hundred years later, a month 
before the battle of Mohacs, king Louis II instructed the ban (gover-
nor) of Dalmatia-Croatia and Slavonia to use his best judgment when 
dealing with the clergy and students in preparation for military emer-
gencies. 40 After this date (July 31, 1526), there is no information on 
the school of Zagreb. 

7. Students and Teachers at the Cathedral and Chantry Schools. 
Scattered evidence allows us to make some generalizations about 

the operation of the cathedral schools. Indication is that most of the 
students at these schools were clerici and had Minor Orders. There is, 
however, evidence that lay students attended as well. The statutes of 
Esztergom indicate clearly what fees the non-clerical students had to 
pay.41 There are repeated references also to students singing at Mass 
and on other religious occasions receiving payment. Sometimes they 
begged for food.42 Students as well as teachers show up in lawsuits as 
well as in criminal cases. A canon from the chapter of Szekesfehervar 
(Stuhlweissenburg), who was teacher or scholasticus, asked for 
dispensation in 1504, for having caused the death of a woman. It 
appears that the pious canon was alseep when somebody woke him in 
the middle of the night with loud knocks on the church door. Armed 
with his sword he ran out, found only a woman, cursed her saying 
that the Devil had brought her there and in a fit of anger stabbed her 
in the thigh. At this point two eager students also show up and with a 



shield delivered a few blows "ad partem posteriorem sui." The poor 
woman expired in a week.43 Prohibitions against students carrying 
arms show up repeatedly in the documents, as do prohitibions against 
extravagence of dress and equipment.44 

A synod at Locse decreed that students (scholars) should wear 
long and proper attire. They should not wear gold or silver rings on 
their fingers. Also to be avoided in public are belts, bags, saddles with 
gold decorations; even Venetian copper should not be used. Their 
hair should be properly cut, their outer garment should be closed and 
red or green stocking should not be worn. In general the students are 
to behave decently and properly so as not to offend the sensibilities of 
laymen.45 Transgressions were severly punished. 

The instruction at cathedral and chantry schools followed the 
example of western European standards. The curriculum follows the 
artes-liberales. Once the student learned to read and write, the teacher 
introduced the pupils to Donatus and later to the Docrinale of Alex-
ander of Villedieu, Priscianus, the Disticha Moralia of Cato. The 
preparation of the students was very similar to the preparatory 
teaching at Parisian Colleges.46 

Those who finished their education at a cathedral or chantry 
school either continued their studies at one of the neighboring univer-
sities or became parish priests in villages, towns or cities. Some 
received ecclesiastical benefices but were often slow in taking their 
Major Orders, a practice very common in late 15th - early 16th 
century Hungary.47 Students who went abroad for further studies 
often returned to their dioceses after receiving one or more degrees 
and were rewarded with canonships. The number of university 
educated canons in this period is fairly high. Among these canons are 
a number of scholars, bibliophiles and art c o n n o i s s e u r s 4 8 whose role 
in the history of early sixteenth century humanism has not yet been 
adequately treated. 

8. The Schools of the Mendicant Orders 
The schools of the religious orders present a special problem. The 

two major mendicant orders in Hungary, the Dominicans and Fran-
ciscans, placed renewed emphasis on education in the second half of 
the fifteenth century. Giovanni Capistrano exhorted the Franciscans 
to devote more attention to the schooling of their members in his tract 
De promovendo studio inter Minores ObservantesA9 In 1454, the 
provincial meeting of Franciscans in Eger decried the lack of oppor-
tunity for higher education for the younger members of the order and 
encouraged that they be sent abroad.59 Franciscans did frequent the 
University of Cracow in fairly large numbers. The Dominican 
province in Hungary was reorganized and reformed by the Viennese 



theology professor, Leonhardus Huntpichler of Brixenthal, who 
undertook the task of reform after 1454 and visited the Hungarian 
convents on several occasions.51 As a man of great learning it is not 
surprising that he stressed education for members of his order and 
later recommended several Viennese Dominicans for the newly 
founded University of P o z s o n y . 5 2 Beside the many Dominicans in 
Italy we know that the Hungarian province also sent some of its 
members to Paris and C o l o g n e . 5 3 

Exactly what type of education was available in the various 
convents does leave, however, a number of unanswered questions. 
Although documentary evidence is scarce, there seems to be no doubt 
that the mendicants had some excellent schools for their members. 
The fact that Franciscans and Dominicans frequented universities 
obviously implies that they had adequate preparation at the studium 
particulare of their respective convents. Another indication of their 
intellectual awareness is the active work of the mendicant orders in 
preaching and the role they played in the development of vernacular 
literature in Hungary in the last years of the fifteenth century and the 
early decades of the sixteenth.54 

Important centers of Franciscan activity where sizable schools or 
libraries can be found were Buda, Pest, Gy6ngy6s, Szeged and 
Csiksomlyo in T r a n s y l v a n i a . 5 5 The major Dominican houses were at 
Buda, Pozsony, and K a s s a . 5 6 Mention must also be made of the 
school of the Hermits of St. Augustine in Esztergom.57 

9. The Rise of Education in the Towns and Cities. 
The increasing secularization of society in the later Middle Ages is 

evident in the rise of schools in the towns and cities. While urbani-
zation in Hungary did lag behind western European standards, still a 
fairly large number of schools were in existence in the last decade of 
the 15th century and the first quarter of the sixteenth. The need for 
some elementary acquaintance with reading, writing, mathematics, 
which are obvious prerequisites for commerce and some of the trades, 
is the basic factor behind the rise of municipal schools. Well 
established schools, however, went far beyond instruction on the 
elementary level and many of the graduates of municipal schools 
found themselves at the universities, which Hungarian students 
frequented. The students were drawn mainly from the town itself and 
its immediate hinterlands although occasionally students from far 
away places were enrolled for instruction.58 

The teacher at the municipal schools was elected by the burghers 
with the consent of the parish priest. The schoolmaster was invited to 
the town and offered a yearly contract.59 Since towns often competed 
with each other for the services of well known schoolmasters it is not 



surprising that the turnover was considerable. We also know of 
instances where the schoolmaster returned to a university for further 
study. A fairly large number of teachers were already university 
graduates when they were hired, some had even risen to the 
magisterial dignity .60 In some cases the schoolmaster had one or more 
assistants, socius, Geselle, locatus, to aid him in carrying out the task 
of teaching. 

The towns and the schoolmaster agreed on a yearly salary which 
was paid according to various installment schemes, differing with 
each locality. The set amount the city paid was, however, supple-
mented by various additional payments to which the schoolmaster 
was entitled. First of all the parents were sometimes obliged to pay a 
sum for each child attending the school.61 Further income was derived 
from one or more of the following sources: Singing the "Salve Regina" 
in Church, singing on the feast of Corpus Christi, the Vigil of Christ-
mas, Feast of St. George, and other feast days. The teacher could also 
receive payment for participation in processions, attendance at 
funerals or singing the Psalms at the Holy Sepulchre on Easter.62 
Some of the towns also provided for firewood and in the mining town 
of Selmecbanya the schoolmaster received a half "haufen" of meat 
each week.63 A short distance away, at Kormdczbanya, a bonus was 
given to the master for extra effort among the young people.64 The 
pay seems rather good and holds fairly steady in our period. By mid 
century, however, inflation more than doubled the salaries.65 While it 
is true that most schoolmasters were at least in Minor Orders, there 
were some who were laymen. Furthermore, those who stayed in a city 
or town for several years often became part of the municipal power 
structure. Several schoolmasters became notaries, others rose to the 
position of justice or became members of the city council.66 

The students either lived with their parents or roomed with 
strangers. In some instances we hear of students living in the school 
building itself.67 Ju s t as the schoolmaster had opportunities to get 
extra monies for various services, the student also could earn funds 
from benefactors, both from the city or from individuals. The most 
common way for students to receive money was to sing at Mass or 
during special religious devotions such as guarding the Holy Sepulchre 
at Eastertime. Money was also paid for students for greeting newly 
elected judges and city council fathers or in case the king or a powerful 
ecclesiastical lord passed through town. Students were paid for 
ringing the church bells at the opening of a fair or in warning of an 
approaching thunderstorm. In the Northwestern town of Sopron all 
students received 3 pints of wine at Christmas time.68 



10. The Szalkai Codex and the Curriculum at Sarospatak. 
A most interesting document concerning education in the late 

fifteenth cenury is preserved at the Archepiscopal Library of 
Esztergom. It is a codex of 258 pages and contains six sections. This 
volume was used at the school of Sarospatak as a textbook and 
contaings extensive marginal notarions by its original owner Ladislaus 
de Szalka, who finished copying it in 1490.69 The codex indicates that 
the schoolmaster was a certain Johannes de Kiswarda who had 
received his bachelors degree a Cracow in 1484.70 The six sections of 
the codex reveal the material that Ladislaus de Szalka and his fellow 
students at the Sirospatak school had to master. The Szalkai codex is 
divides in the following way: section 1—astronomy; section 2— 
music theory; 3—legal studies; 4—literature poetry; 5—same; 6— 
letter writing. Since the sections were later bound together we do not 
know what other parts there might have been which were not included 
in the book. Both the astronomical and legal material of the codex 
shows "modernity", i.e. acquaintance with the prevailing interpreta-
tions of the day. The most original part of the volume seems to be the 
section dealing with m u s i c . 7 1 

Ladislaus Szalkai, whose school book this volume was, had an 
interesting career before him. There is no indication that he ever 
attended a university, and although his social origins were lowly, his 
father was a cobbler, he rose to become Archbishop-Primate of 
Hungary and died on the Battlefield of Mohacs. According to his own 
account he was a school teacher at one time, and in that capacity was 
always able to get women to bed down with,—quite a 
recommendation for a future a r c h b i s h o p . 7 2 

11. Level of instruction, number and location of schools. 
The Szalkai Codex shows that instruction was in Latin at the 

municipal schools but it is also probable that German and possibly 
Hungarian was also taught.73 The level of excellence of at least some 
of the schools can be seen by the fact that a number of teachers with 
considerable reputation taught at these municipal schools. Andreas 
Gonczi (Melczer), who had received his degree from Cracow became a 
much respected teacher at the school in Pest until an invitation was 
extended to him to become head of the school of Kassa. He left Pest, 
settled in Kassa, taught, became notary, judge and councilman and 
later married a local woman.74 The excellence of the Kassa school also 
attracted the English wandering scholar and poet Leonardus Coxe, 
who came to Hungary by way of Cracow.75 Another poet-scholar 
Valentinus Eck was schoolmaster at Bartfa in 1518.76 It is hard to 
imagine that university trained men with condeserable international 
reputations would have consented to become schoolmasters at 



municipal scolae if the level of instruction woud have been 
elementary. The subsequent history of many of these city schools 
supports this view completely. The municipal schools did become, in 
the next decades, an important factor in the spread of Lutheranism in 
Hungary and played a major role in the spread of Reformation 
doctrines. Schools such as the one in B^rtfa under Leonardus Stockel, 
who had studied at Wittenberg and knew Melanchton,77 Gr the school 
of Sarospatak under the great pedagogue, Comenius, a century later, 
remained important centers of learning and religion.78 

The number of municipal schools in existence between 1490 and 
1526, can be fairly well established. There is definite documentary 
evidence for 37 towns with school during this period as well as several 
references to schools either immediately before this period or after it. 
We also know that a number of the towns had more than one school 
within their walls. In 1525, there were 7 schools in Buda, 4 in Pozsony 
(also possibly a Jewish school), 3 in Brasso and the city of Szeged had 
5 school masters.79 

Before leaving the subject of city schools one more observation 
must be made concerning them, i.e. their geographic location. If we 
examine a map of the kingdom of Hungary and indicate the location 
of the city schools, it becomes obvious that an overwhelming majority 
of them were located in the cities of north Hungary (Zips), and to a 
lesser degree Transylvania. The reasons for this can be briefly 
summarized in the following way: the weight of urbanization was in 
these regions; because of mining and trade these cities were still 
relatively rich; the closenes of Cracow both as a center of trade and 
learning; these cities had a large German population and were more 
culturally advanced than their Hungarian or Slavic n e i g h b o r s . 8 0 

Added to this is an important factor: these regions did not suffer the 
utter devastation the Turks inflicted on the Hungarian lowlands, 
therefore, records, documents and buildings have survived in North-
ern Hungary and part of Transylvania in far greater quantities than in 
Turkish occupied regions. To blame everything on the Turkish 
occupation, however, is historically not sound, for they were always 
the more highly developed regions of the Hungarian kingdom. 

12, The Village Schools. Conclusion. 
Finally a few comments on the village schools of Hungary. The 

most rudimentary education, instruction in the Pater Noster, the Ave 
Maria and the Credo took place in the villages. The instruction was 
provided by the parish priest and in some rare instances by a village 
school teacher. Attempts were also made to teach singing so that the 
children could more fully assist at Mass. Because of the general 
insignificance of village schools reference to them in documents are 



not very frequent and usually are of an indirect nature.81 About six 
dozen village schools are mentioned in the thirty-six years between 
1940 and 1526.82 It is most unfortunate that we have such paucity of 
documents dealing with the village schools. More information on this 
elementary level of instruction would facilitate the evaluation of the 
status of literacy in Hungary. 

What is evident here is that an intellectual continuity remained 
following the death of Matthias Corvinus and that the general decline 
of the kingdom in all other respects is not reflected in education or 
culture. The disaster of Mohics, on the other hand, marks a great 
turning point not only in the political history, but cultural develop-
ment as well. Because of the subsequent tri-partate division of the 
kingdom, secterian antagonism and incessant wars, it really seemed 
that Hungary, in mid sixteenth century, was the stepchild of Fate. 
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Historical investigations of early Hungarian settlements in 
Canada have made relatively little use of a valuable contemporary 
source: reports by travellers who have observed early immigrant life 
and recorded their impressions. This paper seeks to illustrate the 
richness and value of these sources by commenting on the most note-
worthy travel reports on Hungarian settlements. 

The first published commentary and also the most significant 
report on the early Hungarian settlements is contained in the travel 
notes of Reverend Peter A. Vay. l The author was a high-ranking 
church dignitary (apostolic protonary and titular bishop), a 
missionary, and a noted interpreter of Oriental art who had visited 
China, Korea, Japan, Siberia and North America. Vay's general 
background and, especially, his broad knowledge of Asiatic and 
American cultures, make him a qualified commentator not only on 
immigrant settlements but also on Canadian society in 1905, the time 
of his visit to the young dominion. What makes Vay's travel notes 
even more useful and interesting is their spontaneous and unfinished 
form: his report consists of personal comments and reflections record-
ed during his journey. These notes and observations provide many 
insights into the lives of immigrants to Canada and serve as a sugges-
tive commentary on Canadian social and political life at the turn of 
the century. 

On arrival in Canada, Vay paid brief visits to Quebec City and 
Montreal. From here he proceeded to Ottawa where he was received 
by notables of Canadian public life including Governor General Lord 
Grey, Prime Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy, the President of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 

In the Canadian capital Vay had hoped to obtain information 
concerning the Hungarian settlements of Western Canada, but his 
inquiries apparently yielded no definite results. He was advised to go 

* The preparat ion of this article was made possible through a research grant f rom 
the International Research and Exchanges Board, New York City. 




