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Balázs KÉKESI – Márton Attila FARKAS

The significance of deaf sign language within the context 
of communication culture’s transformation
It seems clear when investigating sign language and verbal languages from the per-
spective of embodied cognition hypotheses based cognitive linguistics that both
kinds of languages are natural. In this approach, the semantics of sign and verbal
languages are equally assigned by the brain-body-environment interaction. The cog-
nitive consequences of the numerous interactions with the world, and the cognitive
ability to simulate those interactions in off-line mode, de-coupled from the envi-
ronment, are crucial for gaining an understanding of communication and meaning.
This paper throws light on the connection between the body and language from the
perspective of embodied cognitive science, and argues that situated conceptualiza-
tion is the most suitable thesis to understand the semantics of both sign and verbal
languages. An additional aim of the paper is to help to reduce prejudice against deaf
people by demonstrating that deaf sign language is far from being primitive, and
moreover, it will show that sign language can facilitate a better understanding of
how verbal languages really work.
Keywords: embodied cognition, cognitive linguistics, conceptualization, 
sign language, prejudices

Norbert BÁTFAI

Games and artificial intelligence as the future of culture: 
an attempt to develop a theory of subjectivity
The goal of this paper is to use artificial intelligence research to acquire more ex-
tensive knowledge of ourselves. On the one hand, we provide a philosophical back-
ground to facilitate this, and on the other hand, we try to improve the social
acceptance of artificial intelligence. We argue that the way to maintain and further
develop human culture is through gaming and artificial intelligence. In support of
this thesis we make an attempt to create a theory of subjectivity.
Keywords: artificial intelligence, complexity, entropy, meme, computer games, esport.

Zoltán SZŰTS – Jinil YOO

Taxonomy, use cases, strengths and challenges of chatbots
Chatbots appeared in critical mass in the beginning of the 2010’s as a specific form
of business intelligence. Interactive technology, often combined with artificial in-
telligence, has since then found a way onto online chat services. Chatbots are now
not only part of virtual assistants, but are also used by several organizations on web-
sites, applications, and instant messaging platforms. Their purpose is to promote
products, ideas, services and topics considered to be important. In their study, the
authors undertake to demonstrate the taxonomy of chatbots, tree structured and
generative models, open and closed systems, briefly touching on the issue of artifi-
cial and emotional intelligence as well. The study also aims to present how the use
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of chatbots will be more accurate and even more intuitive with the further de-
velopment of technology. This technology could be artificial intelligence, machine
learning or natural language understanding. In addition to some promising areas
of use, the authors also draw attention to the challenges and disadvantages of
technology.
Keywords: chatbots, artificial intelligence, crowdsourcing, e-government, Turing-test

Tibor DESSEWFFY – Sára GURÁLY – Mikes MEZEI

Dangerous Liaisons? Analysis of an onlife scandal
In the wake of the digital changes that have taken place in recent decades, the
boundaries between online and offline phenomena have become increasingly
blurred. New types of approaches are necessary in order to research the novel kinds
of practices that have appeared in the onlife (Floridi, 2015) space that has emerged
as a result of these changes. In our study we attempt to interpret a public life scandal
associated with the operation of a domestic online dating site, Puncs.hu. After
briefly reviewing the scandal in question and its social background, we proceed to
outline the theoretical framework of our analysis by summarizing the main direc-
tions in the relevant academic literature. The primary goal of our study is to map
the characteristic features of those who voiced their opinions on the scandal sur-
rounding Puncs.hu on various social media platforms. We used traditional survey
data in combination with the methodology of persona analysis, relying on the Face-
book activities of those who commented on the scandal to reconstruct their areas
of interest and consumption patterns.
Keywords: social media, Facebook, data-based research, persona, scandal, onlife

János TÓTH

Platform-imperialism in science and social media: 
A case study of texts produced on European referendums 
between 2010 and 2017
In this research I examine the geographical distribution of media representations
of European referendums published in scientific journals and social media. The ex-
amination was conducted on a sample consisting of 85 SCOPUS-indexed articles
with European first or single authors focused on referendums and published be-
tween 2010 and 2016, and of more than 70k social media mentions of the Catalan
independence referendum of 2017 from the same year. I interpreted the results
within the theoretical framework of information- and platform imperialism. At first,
I demonstrated that texts crafted for the media representation of European referen-
dums are published on, and exert their influence through platforms owned by Western
companies; both in the case of scientific and social media platforms. The prestige
and reach of these texts are inseparably interwoven with the mediating platform,
showing that transnational companies from a few Western countries dominate the
division of the technologically mediated space studies during the research. In the
case of scientific texts, the dominance is more diverse and plural. Besides big North-
American players, there are major commercial academic publishers from Western
Europe, and if abstracting and indexing services are considered then it can be
observed that Asia has had a significant share in this business, at least since 2016.
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However, when social media references are considered an unmistakable hegemony
of platforms from the United States, totally dominating audience reach can be ob-
served.
Keywords: platform-imperialism, science imperialism, European referendums, 
spatial scientometrics, mention analysis

Péter LENGYEL – Éva TÖRÖK – István FÜZESI

Co-authorship network analysis of scientific papers 
on sparkling wines
The study analyses 359 scientific articles published between 1989 and 2015, based
on several criteria. During the analysis, we examine how the number of publications
changed over the years and which countries and journals dealt with the chosen
topic. In respect to the relationship between authors of publications, we seek to es-
tablish how the authors relate to each other by analysing if they more typically pub-
lish works on their own, in small or large teams, and if the given area has leading
authors.
Keywords: co-authorship network analysis, centrality, gephi, sparkling wines

BOOK REVIEW

Imre MÁTYUS

“The code is born free, but everywhere it lives in chains” 
– A History of Free and Open Source Software Revolution
A book review on Christopher Tozzi’s For Fun and Profit: A History of Free and Open
Source Software Revolution (The MIT Press, Cambridge – London, 2017, 336 pages,
ISBN 9780262036474).

László Z. KARVALICS

Tightening/loosening. In the maze of escape and catch up
A book review on Angus Deaton’s The great escape (Corvina, Budapest, 2017, 416
pages, ISBN 9789631364132).

Lívia BENKŐ

Privacy in context: technology, policy, 
and the integrity of social life
A book review on Helen Nissenbaum’s Privacy in context: technology, policy, and the
integrity of social life (Stanford Law Books, Stanford, 2009, 304 pages, ISBN

9780804752374).
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