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Analysis

Tamds Ger6cs — Csaba Jelinek: Hungary’s ,,System of National Cooperation”
within the European Union. Hungary's integration into the EU from the perspective
of historical sociology

This article analyzes from a historical sociology standpoint Hungary’s relationship
with the European Union after 2010, as Orbdn’s so-called System of National
Cooperation (SNC) was created. Until present day no comprehensive critical and
historical analysis of how this systems is embedded in the EU has been written.
The authors show how different political and economic elite groups tried to
counteract their relative loss of influence and status following the world economic
crisis. Although there are disagreements in the methods between the elites of the
core countries and the semi-periphery, it has to be seen that that Orbén’s regime
has been developing not in opposition to European integration but as a result of its
crisis-prone nature. Its political survival depends on this integration process and the
decision makers of the regime are trying to create a new international coalition made
up of the national bourgeoisie within this framework. 12

Associations

Samir Amin: National sovereignty: for what purpose? The globalized neoliberal
system: Brexit and the EU implosion.

The author distinguishes two concepts of national sovereignty: bourgeois-capitalist
and popular sovereignty. The latter can be harnessed as a mechanism to go beyond
capitalism as the break from global and European ,ordo-liberalism” can only occur
through uneven development in individual countries. The world-system and its
European sub-system was never transformed ,from above” by decisions of the
yinternational community”. Changes within these systems were always consequences
of power shifts within individual states. It is struggles within nation states that will
decide the fate of humanity 34

Stephen Eric Bronner: Gangster Politics
»Gangster Politics” is teetering between democracy and authoritarianism. It is the
semi-legal adaptation of legal mechanisms of government. Its moral idol is a venal
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conman, its tactics include undermining voting rights, ballot rigging, privatizing
prisons and using unlimited private money to run elections. Elements that are all in
the twilight zone betwee legality and literal gangsterism 45

Around the table

Jozsef Borocz: State, socialism, world, system
The editorial board of Eszmélet organized a round table on the 10th of July 2017 on
the new book by Jozsef Borocz (Hasitott fa. A viligrendszer-elmélettsl a globalis
struktiravaltasokig [Split wood. Fromworld systems-analysis to global structural
change], Eszmélet Kdnyvtar, Budapest, ' Harmattan Kiad, 2017). The roundtable
was chaired by AttilaMelegh, with the participation of Annamadria Artner, Jozsef
Borocz, Gyorgy Foldes and Tamds Gerécs. In our previous issues we published the
contributions by Annamdria Artner, Gyorgy Foldes and Tamds Gerdcs, now we
publish the reflections and rejoinder of Jézsef Borocz to these

Faces

»---we are still capable of solidarity” — A conversation of Mdrk Aron Eber and Mihdly
Bence Koltai with Erzsébet Szalai, on her 70th anniversary 66

Variations on a theme

Peter B. Evans: In Search of the 21st Century Developmental State

What role for the developmental state in the 21st century? What state structures
and political institutions will best equip nations trying to enter the ranks of
“developed”countries? The author offers two interconnected propositions. The first
stresses continuity: the “developmental state” will continue to play a crucial a role in
economic growth and social transformation in the 21st century, just as it did in the
latter half of the 20th century. The second is more radical: successful 21st century
developmental states will have to depart fundamentally from existing models of the
developmental state in order to achieve success. Growth strategies focused primarily
on traditional capital accumulation will no longer suffice.......cco.c.counerivvenriirnnnens 86

Hae-Yung Song: A Marxist Critiques of the Developmental State and the
Fetishism of National Development

The statist notion formulated by institutionalists that the developmental state
is autonomous from society and therefore effective in achieving “national
development” has more often been taken for granted than problematised. By
analysing how and why currently available Marxist assessments of the developmental
state fail to challenge statism, this article offers an alternative theory of the
developmental state by drawing on both social form critique and world system
analysis. It then locates the origins of statism itself in the dynamics of global
capitalism, in which the totality of capitalist social relations (understood as global
from its inception) are hierarchically and unevenly constituted...........cccoocccccre. 114



From one fact to another

Volodymyr Ishchenko: Nationalist Radicalization Trends in Post-Euromaidan

Ukraine 143
Periscope
Communes and Workers’ Control in Venezuela — interview with Dario Azzellini
by Ricardo Vaz 150
Bookmark

Eszter Bartha: From one transition to another: Dilemmas of contemporary
historiography in Hungary. Review of the book Gydrgy Foldes: Ivek és toréspontok:
Gazdasdg, politika, ideolégia 1945 utdn. Tanulmdnyok. [ The Arc of development and
its breaks. Economy, politics and ideology after 1945] Budapest, Napvildg Kiadé,
2018 166

Culture

Katja Praznik: From the Avant-Garde to the Alternative. Artistic Labour and
Autonomy of Art during Self-Managed Socialism

The article explores the integration of artistic labor into the self-management
political economy

of socialist Yugoslavia and whether the actual autonomy of art was a reality. The
author argues that despite remarkable attempts to create an alternative artistic
mode of production and break from the bourgeois cultural model, state power did
not allow these to develop fully and restricted artists within the walls of traditions
yartistic institutions” 176

An other way - an other view

Lész16 Tiitd: The tree for the forest. On the use and abuse of philosophy

Philosophy has something of a bad name in everyday in the public’s eye. This article
investigates what kind of philosophical methodology can assist autonomous thinking
and action. It also raises the question how more interest could be awaken for this
type of work 200

Cover: EU Fortress
http://democracyandclasstruggle.blogspot.com/2016/06/no-
fortress-britain-no-fortress-europe html
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