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The history of Estonia has been determined
by its geopolitical situation for the last
thousand years. Although the Estonians be-
longed to Russia from the beginning of the
18th century, they became unequivocally a
part of the Western culture. Estonia was for-
mally annexed to the Soviet Union in 1940,
after two decades of independence. After
the restoration of independence in 1991,
the key to persistency and to the future of
Estonia was modernization, transparency, and
efficiency. Non-Estonians who immigrated
during the fifty years of Soviet occupation
had to be integrated and became loyal ci-
tizens. The standard of living had to be
guaranteed and improved by calculable and
solid economic policy – the leading role was
taken by the ICT sector and education. The
development of these areas is of worldwide
interest.  

Géza Gecse
Imperial Victims – Empires as Victims
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How shall we address the threat posed by
empires? To what extent are the representa-
tives of oppressive power themselves vic-
tims along with the oppressed? And how is
this relevant today? These questions will
obviously be answered very differently in
the former centre of the Soviet empire. We
have different experiences of this bygone
world that is still alive within us and around
us, yet some are better than others at de-
picting it. The filmmakers visited Vladimir
Sorokin, who lives in Berlin and Moscow,
and were guests of Marcell Jankovics in
Budapest and of the Estonians Hardo
Aasmae and Juku-Kalle Raid in Tallinn.
They also had the chance to talk about the
victims of the empire with Marcell
Jankovics and Vladimir Sorokin on the A 38
ship in Budapest.

Marjatta Kinga Pap
Freedom in Minority: Observations on

Reformation within the Baltic churches
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In 1582, Livonia and Transylvania had a
common emperor – István Báthory, a defen-
der of the Catholic faith. At that time, the
Reformation initiated in Germany had al-
ready gained a strong foothold on the shores
of the Baltic sea. Through a brief historical
overview of the history of church and
society in the three Baltic states, the article
strives to offer different perspectives to the
notion of freedom: freedom of faith, freedom
of the individual believer, the freedom of 
a nation, and the responsibility of those
living in freedom.

Péter Pomozi
Following the Traces of the Livonian Poetry

Keywords: Livonian poetry, Livonian lan-
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This short study evokes a Baltic Finnic
language that is now almost extinct, i.e.
Livonian. After offering basic information
on the medieval Livonian language area and
the former dialectal distribution, the article
focuses upon the linguistic heritage of the
Salaca Livonian groups, who once lived
along the seabanks of the Riga gulf and the
Salaca and Svētupe rivers. The Livonians’
history does not end with their ancestors’
death. Curland Livonian has been revitali-
sed, a standard grammar, vocabulary and
spelling have been developed. This language
is spoken in many places and on many
forums, e.g. at summer courses and univer-
sities. Two remarkable volumes of poetry,
containing the poems of Ķempi Kārl, were
also published recently. The second part of
the study is dedicated to the lyrical world 
of Ķempi Kārl, who experiments in his work
with the poetical infinity of Salaca Livonian.
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