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Although “Yugoslavian culture” has
always been an illusion, nourished by
politics, its historical afterlife still poses
problems for the intellectuals of this
country that has been. A kind of diagno-
sis of its present cultural situation could
be given by way of a literary analysis of
three representative authors: Bora Ćosić,
Mirko Kovač and Ivan Čolović. Ćosić’s
travel journal, Put na Aljasku (On the
Road to Alaska) whose author has emi-
grated to Berlin, revisits the “frozen over”
sites of his teenage and adult years as a
metaphorical Alaska, while not trying to
avoid moral judgment for the last Balkan
war and the post-war events. Kovač’s
novel, Grad u zrcalu (City in a Mirror)
does not want to be read “psychological-
ly”, but rather considers remembrance to
be the territory of poetry. He also revisits
the locations of his childhood and his
personal and family history, yet without
any lukewarm nostalgia and the compla-
cence of the confessional style. Finally,
the eighteen texts comprised in Čolović’s
Vesti iz culture (Cultural News), which
represent transcripts of his radio broad-
casts, offer an account of the “culture
wars” between the intellectuals of diffe-
rent nationalities from Yugoslavia.
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On Inner Freedom
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The European interpretation of indivi-
dual freedom can be approached in many
ways and with the use of various me-
thods. The paradigm of our present thin-

king on freedom is determined by the
autarchic conception of freedom, as well
as by the great philosophical tradition of
modernity. There is, however, another
strand of Western philosophy related to
freedom, which does not conceive it in
terms of acting, but rather as a kind of
personal meditation, which must not ne-
cessarily lead to any positive action. This
“inner” type of freedom is not restricted to
Oriental philosophies, centred upon the
extinguishment of conscience in the state
of nirvana, but on personal freedom
which remains a fact of conscience and
reason still situated within the confines of
our world.

Szilvia Sápy
‘Lantos’ Sebestyén Tinódi, the lite-

rate cultured minstrel
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‘Lantos’ Sebestyén Tinódi (between 1505
and 1510–1556 Sárvár) was one of the
most impressive Hungarian minstrels of
the 16th century. Supposedly he was
attending one of the chapter schools in
Pécs. Numerous elements of his poetry
refer to the fact that he was in possession
of a literate education. His acrostics
inform us about his Latin language
knowledge. He drafted his chronicle
about King Sigismund on the basis of
János Thuróczy and Bonfini’s descrip-
tion. Virgil was among his readings. In
his works the same rhetorical rules, con-
figurations can be observed that were
applied by the author of the Funeral
Sermon (Halotti Beszéd), which was put
down between 1192–95. Finding out the
genetic relations between the Funeral
Sermon, historical songs in the 16th cen-
tury, laments of heroes, and funeral ora-
tions in the 17th–18th century, can take us
closer to understanding the origin of not
just the successor genres but to the pre-
decessor genres, too.
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